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PREFACE. 


T ogether with thefc Letters, i beg 
leave to lay before ray Readers feme 
account of the heps by which I was induced 
to„write them, and to folicit the excrcife of 
candor and indulgence to their Author. 

I had gone to Sierra Leone with the hope 
of doing fomething towards the ellablilli- 
ment ot a Million to the natives ; and, after 
a relidence ol fourteen months, I returned 
to England, from a convidiioii that I could 
not eflc6l iny purpofe. I am I'uily of opi¬ 
nion that Millions would fuccced in thofe 
parts, if they were taken up with proper 
fpirit, and condu6led in a proper manner, 
'Fhe natives are friendly and traaable, and 
appear delirous of information in religion 
as well as in letters. The lives and proper¬ 
ties of Milhoncrs would be fafe. The nectf- 
farles of life would be found plentiful and 
cheap; and European accomodations (as 
fat as it is compatible with fuch an under¬ 
takings might be procured at Free-l'o’wn^ 
Eence Illand, or from the fhips which trade 
in that river. Independent of othdr un- 
plealant things, which apply pretty gene¬ 
rally to all Millions, I know nothing pecul¬ 
iar as objcaicnable to African xMuTions, 
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but the matter of health. The infalubrity 
of the climate has indeed been much exa^r. 
gerated, but it will ever remain an incon- 
teflible truth, that the children of the North 
do not generally enjoy health and longevity 
under the line. Perhaps the heat of Bengal 
may be greater than that of Sierra Leone; 
but until the laR place be brought into tlie 
fame Itate of cultivation as the firfl, it will 
not be found fo healthy. Great improve¬ 
ments are daily making at Free Town, and 
the benefits, which refult from them, in ref- 
pea of health, are already felt in the Colo¬ 
ny. But African Milfionarics cannot enjoy 
the advantages of Free Tov/n. They muft, 
I conceive, become inhabitants of the na¬ 
tive villages, and as thofe villages feldom 
contain more than, iixty or eighty adults, I 
fliould fuppofe, that, to efFe61: the conver- 
fion of the natives, Mifiionaries mud be¬ 
come itinerant, as w'ell as dationary ; fo 
that they will be obliged to take the country 
as it is.‘ Whether any Gentleman will 
come forward to countenance Miffions there, 
or v/hether Chridian Miniders of any deno¬ 
mination will embark in the undertaking, 
time mud determine. 

I faid I returned to England from a con- 
vi6fion that I could not elfecf my purpofe— 
this requires explanation. I could not per- 
luade myfelf to take a fickly, delicate wo¬ 
man and young children, and place them 

in 
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in an African wood, where I mufl: leave 
them- for one half of my time, while 1 was 
engaged in rambling from village to village. 
Acquainted as I am with their health and 
habits, I could hardly indulge a rational 
hope of their being able to lupport the hard- 
fhips of I'uch a life for many months. Had 
I confidered this point well, I had never- 
gone to Sierra Leone; but, mifled by my 
partial attachments, I hoped what I wifhed 
rather than what I had reafon to expe6):. I 
hoped I might unite the Chaplainftiip of 
‘ Free Town with my milhonary p-arfuits, 
and by that means reconcile the duty lowed 
to my family-, by providing them needful 
accomodations, with that duty I owed to 
God, in propagating his truth But I had 
foon reafon to.fee that my hopes, in that 
refpe^f were unfounded and chimerical.— 
Whether this reafon for my return will be 
thought fatisfatlory by others 1 don’t know; 
but it is fo to my own confcience. This, 
as far as I know myfelf, was my principal 
reafon for relinquifliing the undertaking ; 
for though I had other reafons of conh- 
derable w^eight which concurred to influence 
m.y condu6t, yet I believe fuch is my predi- 
liftion for the fervice, that had I been a fin- 
glc man, I fhould have perfifted in my pur- 
pofe notwithflanding all the rempnftrances 
of my judgment. The reafons I refer to are 
the following. The more I confidered the na¬ 
ture 
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ture of a Mififion, efpecially iri a country 
like Africa where the tribes are thinly feat- 
tered, the more I was convinced that very 
little was to be done by one man, or evin 
by three or four men. As a miniher of the 
ellabliihmcnt I did not dare hope to find 
minifeers to a6i: with me." If in this I have 
wronged the Church to which I belong I am 
ready to afk pardon ; and lhall rejoice to 
find fa£ls to difprovc my judgment, and 
to fhame my temerity. Whether other Mif- 
fionaries would be fent there, with whom I 
could a6t in unifon was very problematical. 
From the fm:iil fample I had of the hard- 
fhips and fulTerings of fuch an undertaking, 
1 had room to entertain a very ferious doubt 
Vrhether I had piety and llrength of mind 
for a MilTion. The united force of all thefe 
reafons determined my judgment, and, per¬ 
haps, ever will determine it, to decline all 
perfonal engagement in the fervice. 

If my readers are curious to know, whe¬ 
ther I did nothing in Africa ;as a Miflionary, 
I am forry that a regard for truth obliges me 
to anfwer, nothing but preach one fingle fer- 
mon, by means of an interpreter. If they 
ftill enquire but could you do no m.ore ? I 
confefs ingenuoufly, I might have done 
more than I did ; but nothing like what 
thofe who arc unacquainted with my fitua- 
tion there may expecF I ought to have done. 
J had gone out with a full d'^tenuination to 

fpend 
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fpend fomc months at King Namffcnnas 
town, which is on a fmall ifland abowt ten 
miles from Free Town, and 1 had every 
rcafon to promife myfelf all kindnefs and 
encouragement from that worthy old man. 
But it was four months before my Colleague 
joined me, andfet me at liberty from the re- 
ftraints of the colonial chaplainfhip. At 
this critical time, when I was preparing to 
,go to Robanna, the king was finking under 
a malady which in a few weeks carried him 
off. His town then became the feat of bac- 
_charjal riot for two or three months, while 
the King's Cry, Or funeral rites were cele¬ 
brated ; and, not many weeks after, my 
Colleague was called to the Weft Indies, 
when my duty in the Colony, finally exclud¬ 
ed the poffibility of refiding any time among 
ihc natives. Imight have preached a dozen or 
twenty fermons in the fame way I preached 
thefirft, and my reafon for not doin^y fo, 
is not much to my honor. The truth is, I 
faw I could not carry my point—I felt I had 
aaed prccipitately-^I charged myfelf with 
folly and vanity—I lamented having left 
my Parifti in England—and having placed 
myfelf iii a fituation to which I began to 
think divine providence had never called me 
—I had ftruggled through much oppofition 
—luffered feme reproach—and had ftaked 
all I had to ftake, on an engagement of 
which I could make little or nothing—and 

I anticipated 
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I anticipated every reproach and cenfure I 
\ras to fufFer when I returned to England. 
My fpirits were broken, fleep and appetite 
forfookme, and my health fuffered infinite¬ 
ly more from the exercifes of my mind, 
than in did from the influence of climate, 
and from difeafe. Not being able to do 
what I wifhed rendered me incapable of do¬ 
ing what was really in my power. It 
fhould be obfei*ved that preaching four or 
five time a week in the Colony, was fome 
labor ; and that as in the lall few months 
the rains and a fmart fever impeded my ac¬ 
tivity, fo for the fir ft four months after my 
arrival, I could find no place to lay my head 
aftiore, and my confinement on ftiip board 
was not favorable to my miflionary pur- 
fuit. * 

Unfuccefsful in my own attempts, 1 could, 
not diveft myfelf of the intereft I took in 
Miflions ; nor could I conceive that the 
failure of a hundred attempts of the kind 
ought to difeourage Chriftians from ol^eying 
the plain commands of Chrift, and difeharg- 
ing a duty which would be obligatory lo 
long as there were Heathens in the world; 
The fubje61: . appeared to me to fleep in ob- 
feurity. I. perceived there were realons 
why Minifters declined calling general at¬ 
tention to it. One oi the firft things a man 
would here, who fhould write to engage 
others in Millions is. Why do you not engage 
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in MifTions yourfelf ? He would find much 
to cenfure, and little to commend ; and we 
all know the inevitable coiifcquence— 

{ition. If he meant reproof fliould be effec¬ 
tual, he muflprefs it home j and when that 
reproof came addreffed to the Minifters of 
Chrifl, he could not avoid fome appearance 
of arrogance and felf-opinion, Neverthelefs, 
I thought it ought to be done by fome body ; 
and as I had gone fo far, I was willing to 
go a little farther. I had luffered fome- 
thing, and I determined whatever the con¬ 
sequences might be of laying the fubjedl be¬ 
fore the world, I would meet them, rather 
than leave any ching undone which I could 
do to ferv'e the Heathens. I therefore v.u*ote 
thefe letters before I left Africa, and after 
much he/itation, and being often ready to 
throw them in the fire, they are now print¬ 
ed. Since they camie from the prefs, I 
have had an opportunity of colledling the 
opinions of feveral friends, fome of which 
were of a nature fo far from flattering and 
pleafant to my feelings, that I immediately 
flopped the fale cf them, and have delibe¬ 
rated earneflly whether I fliould not con^ 
fign them to oblivion. But afteV contMu- 
irig fome days in a flate of painful fu/perce, 
1 determined to venture them into the 
v/orJd, only cancelling the firJi preface and 
fubflituting another, in which 1 would en* 
dcavcfi* to fupport my claim to be treated 
A 2 with 
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with caiihor, ingenuoufly confefs what I 
conceive to be the fault of my book, and 
promife if I lived to make a fecond edition, 
to ftrike out, or corrcft every paflTage which 
I can deem as really objeftionable. 

That I have failed, in fome refpeQs, in 
writing thefe Letters I can eafily believe. 
I ventured on no eafy talk ; and it might 
well have exercifed the humility, meeknefs, 
courage, and wifdom of the moO; aged and 
experienced Minifter, to have delivered the 
truths I have done, in fuch a manner as not 
to expofe himfelf to reproach on one or 
other quarter. What I thought truth in 
my fecret foul, I have; avowed openly on 
the houfe top, without referve, and without 
palliation. But accullomed to receive the 
moll, mortifying truth myfelf, I have not 
been fufficicntly careful to recommend it to 
my readers by foftening the feverity of her 
arpe6t. Occupied wholly with the import¬ 
ance and dignity of the fubje^l, 1 have neg- 
lefled to conciliate that efteem for the wri¬ 
ter, which feems neceffary to gain attention 
to the fubjefl itfelf. The fubje61 unliappi- 
ly called for fevere cenfure, and I was 
more warmly interefted in it than on any 
other vhich could have employed my pen. 
I feared lenient applications would defeat 
my purpole in writing, and in bending all 
my flrength to enforce what I h^.d to ad¬ 
vance, and to be felt as well as read, I may 

have 
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have been betrayed into a degree of afperi- 
ty, which carries in it an air of felf-import- 
ance, and of difretpea to my Brethern in 
the miniftry. On a favorite fubjeft I may 
have played the egotift. Having never be¬ 
fore nfed my pen in this way, I have deri¬ 
ved no aid from thofe decencies of addrefs, 
to which he is accuflomed, who is praflifed 
in the habit of writing. That I h ive been 
in any degree actuated by malice I am un- 
confeious ; and, for a moment, to degrade 
and vilify the fervants of Chrill, was as far 
from rrry intention as to blafphcmc Hiill 
they ferve. If I have pained any worthy 
mind, but efpccially if I have injured reli¬ 
gion and her Miniflers, I fhali not only la¬ 
ment it as my misfortune, but in the pre- 
fcnce of God confefs it as my Sin, with 
fname and forrow'. Having meant well, 
fhall never juftify me to myfelf for having 
rxpreffed my good intentions with impro¬ 
per language, and in an improper Ipirit,— 
I wifli the raplifodical addrefs to Europe in 
the Eighth Letter had been exchanged for 
a few flrong fafls and plain arguments. I 
wifli the lalf few fentences of my cenfures 
on the Eafl India Company had been ex¬ 
punged from my Seventh Letter, as pt:tu- 
ient and irritating— I wiih tlicfneerof tlie 
In^del in the lad Letter, and the manner of 
addreffing myfelf to Minifters on the 142 
page had been wholly expunged, or fo cor- 

refled 
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reded as not to expofe myfelf to be mi (ta¬ 
ken. I wifh I had foftened feveral other 
ftrong touches of my pen, and that the 
whole book breathed more alFedion, and 
had lefs fpirit. But were I to write the 
whole over again, I fear while I corroded 
one fault I (hould commit another. In¬ 
deed, if the heavieft cenfure that has been 
palfed on my Letters be juft, they ought to 
be deftroyed : for'fhould I write them ten 
times over, they will always have ftamped 
upon them the charaders of my own mind. 
If vanity be their prominent feature, I (hall 
not eafily learn to be meek and lowly in 
heait; and until I can regenerate myfelf 
entirely, whatever I write wiil hav-e one or 
other difgufling feature of the man of fin. 
But whatever the fentiments of good men 
may be of me and my poor performance, I 
promife to labor, to conform to them ; for 
it will be fafer to Hand by their opinion 
than by my own. 

I hope the ingennoufnefs of this preface 
may claim Ibme indulgence ; but, if to the 
trifling forrows I have already experienced 
in a fruitlefs attempt to ferve poor heathens, 
this laft effort on their behalf,^ inftead of 
producing adive commiferation for them, 
fliall only draw upon myfelf cenfure and 
contempt, 1 will fee the hand of heaven, 
and if I cannot add to the zeal of my Bre¬ 
thren, I will endeavor to avail myfelf of 

every 
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help they afford me to cultivate my 
Znh^viy But 1 takemy leave 

may I rot fubmit to fuch of my readers as 
fear God the following queries? Can a fleet- 
in.rmote. like me, oo^cure the lun ? Shall 
my faults call more ftrongly for youi cenfuic 
than the miferies of millions -11 for your 
pity and relief ? Should thecaufcof Chnlt 
Lnnplicated with the defeas of a charaaer 
like mine ? Will gold become drols m the 
hand of a fhoe-black, or one truth m this 
book be falbficd becaufe it is written by my 


^ Before I conclude, I beg leave to prefcnt 
mv tribute of the general approbation due 
to^he Rev. Mr. Carey, a Minifter of tne 
Particular BaptiRs, for pubhihing ^two 
years ago,' An Enquiry into the Obuga- 
tion of ChriRiansto ufe means for the Con- 
verfion of the Heathens." 1 recommend 
the perufai of this trfXitife to my Readers ; 
and, if it may operate as an inducement 
with them to comply with my requed, I 
hove the pleafurc to alTure them, that Gen¬ 
tleman has given to his precepts the force 
of example, by aEtuaily embarking in a 
MilTioii to India. 
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MISSIONS. 


FIRST LETTER. 


To the PROTESTANT MINISTERS of the 
BRITISH CHURCHES. 


Fathers and Brethren in the Cofpel Minijlry^ 


ROM tlie pulpit, and from the prefs, we fre- 



r queiitlj hear loud calls on Chriftians to ref- 
pe£b the interefts of their feveral Churches. One 
while,, we of the Eftablilhment turn the attention 
of our brethern to the alarming progrefs of Dif- 
fenters, and exhort each other to a fkiiful oppoii- 
tion againft SeOlaries. Another while, X):*lienter5 
roufe the languid zeal of their people, defcantiiig 
on the excellence of their own modes of laith and 
Tvoriliip, and indulging vehenient dnvcdlive againfl 
the dvarice, the fiod), and the Ibrdlinefs of Epif- 
copalians. We talk of the Interejls of the EJlab- 
hfrjtnenty the Dijfeniing Caufc, the Baptiji and In^ 
dependent Intercjf the Methodi/i Cnufe, and die 


like. 
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like, until we lofe fight of Chrijliun Cav fe, the 

Common Inter efts of mankina, aiid the diligent, 
peaceable fervice of our Mafter. Thus do we 
forfake the fiiblime of religion, fink into the mean- 
nefs of partizans, and -inipire our flocks with a 
fierce, fe^larian zeal. firfl: baptize our fecular 
interefts and evil tempers into the name of the dif- 
interefled.andlow^^ Jefus ; and, then, ^ontcudffor 
them, with as much wiarmth an{f pertihacit^,’ as 
tho’ tiiej involved our falvation. Is not this to 
fight for Baiabbas, and to crucify Jefus ? 

While wc are engaged after this goodly fort, in¬ 
fidelity increafes, immoralities are multiplied, the 
fpiiit of the world domineers in the Church ; and 
its pomps and vanities infult the ftandard of the 
crofs. \Vldle the'r',riinllcr9 h6f Clirifl fleep, and 
indulge their cafe ; while they facrifice to the gra- 
• ces' and nwfes ; ' while ^’ey ai^ird fo the fqpu't^tion 
of polite learning, or profound fcjence ; while they 
toil in phiiofopiiical reftarcE, or in planting and 
watering the tree of civil liberty, our Adverfary 
fleeps not. With unwearied vigilance, he makes 
head againfi: the kingdom of Ghrift ; and, not con¬ 
tent with pofiefling his own dominions in peace, he 
wars on the little territory of Jefus, m^es befld 
inroads into the heart of Chriftendom, and firives 
to difpofefs us of -what we have w’on from his em¬ 
pire, by the labor of ages, and with the blood of 
an army of martyrs.* 

But a few j-ears have elapfed, fince a learned 
Engliiiiman entered upon a calculation to fhew, 
that 'were the habitable world divide into thirtyr 
parts, nineteen would be claimed by the Heatheit, 
fix would fall to the Mahometan, and fi^re only 
would remain to be apportioned among the divided 

followers 

♦ The prefent (late of France- ftrongly proves 
theaffcrlion. 








on' MlSSlOJ^si 5 

followers of tfie TrlvT^^confe- 

calculation be ftna 7 dec-plv a^eaed by the 

“ ‘T’ 

AUs ' K every fmccre Chriftian may fay, 

ns. Alas - » Mv heart teachsth me tMWtck- 

with tliePfalmift, My. b‘«rt , 

.Jncfrof houfe, my 

add, as f prkbged country, 

own favorite i-wCt, iriy • ^ r_,i n^^Oimony to 

aud the Chriftiau Church, '''‘^™God of 

the exteufive led with 

this world, Towhatconduhou ate 
refoea to the rehgious Itate ot t- rieam 

^“SuSrifohvicus : if the nature of ru^ 
be effentiaily the fame, in et^ery age and ’ 

Ld, if the^Chriftian. religdon he 

rTh^Sen world mua ’he much wcrfe, bemg 
font Lre deeply than ourfelves m fo/ttne ign^ 
ranee and vice. If this mode m ^ 

thought exceptionable, I appeal to matte? Ox fa^ 
as far as we are acquainted with it, by ® 
have vifited forei^ parts, and have gi'™" ,d cot- 
did account of the manners of , their,inhaoitants. 
Should a more elaborate proof be ^ ; 

not be called for by any man to wcom 
are addreffed. Chriftian Minifters are too well 
acquainted with the grand, exdufive 
Chriftianity, to admit a doubt ol what I aflei t. 
Whatever fimtiments, Reverend Bi^tnevn, maybe 
entertained by others on this fuhjec,, you cannot 
be ungrateful for the bleffings of revelation ; and, 
whilft you rejoice in tbofe bleffings, you mult have 
a benevolent defire to communicate them a peo¬ 
ple, %vho hno-jo not the only true God and JeJus 
Chriji *ix;hoTn he hathjent, "W^hen 
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When we ccnfider this deep fpiritual porertr of 
we are adraonifli, 
h.V n do fomething for their re- 

hef. On this we feem agreed j bat, I am forry 
to remark, that we agree, more generally, to 

®’^'^“°wlege its obliga¬ 
tion. Satisfied with the cold approbation of adii- 
ty, wh ich i t IS impoifible for us not to feel, we dif- 
mils profp-as of wretchednefs too oppreffive for our 
laitii and love; and confole oiirfelves with the unintel- 
ligiole hope that the Almighty will execute, fome- 
ow, and atfome time, by Vv^orthier hands, a work 
too great, and too dangerous, for us little men. 
leathers Brethren, Minillers of Chrift, in the 

w^*fh^h^t ^ charge jmu—I charge myfelf, 

w.th betraying the grand intereds of oar Mafter 
by refufni^g to propagate his gofpel. I charge you 
with the habitual, open violation of Chrift’s com- 
mand. Go, preach the Gofpel to every creature. I 
charge you with the unfpeakable guilt of burvinu 
T unfearchable riches, ivhich the 

Apoitle St. Paul thought it the honor of his life to 
prpeh to the Gentiles. La%, I charge you with 
doing tins without lhame, withaut remorfe, and. 
^moH: without an effort to do the contrary. 
Inele Reverend Brethren, are heavy charges ; but 
1 lhall not find it difficult to avoid the punifliment 
ot a calumniator, by fubflantiating them in tlie 
progrefs of thsfe letters, which have for their ob- 
the Gofpel, and the falv^ition of 

the Heathen. 

-To this objed, therefore, I folicit yipr attention. 

And, by the mercies of God, I befeech you_by 

the blood, of Jefas, and by our common hope, graiit 
me a patient hearing. Suffer not my obfeurity to 
operate as a prejudice againft the caiife I plead. I 
neither deprecate your cenfure, nor dare I defpife 
But permit me^to hope, that no infelicities of 

ftyle, 






©N MISSIONS. 


5 


flyle, nor defedt of genius, nor of judgment, witli 
which the fubjed is propofcd, may be allowed to 
obfcure its fplendor, or detract from its worth. 
Would to God that fome one among you, whofe 
name is venerable among the Churches, had Hep¬ 
ped forward to fave me from the odium of this ad- 
drefs ! But fince Yoix, who have characters to lofe^ 
do not care to hazard them by becoming reprovers 
in the midft of your brethren, allow me, who am 
without a name, to afpire to the honor of incurs 
ring cenfure for telling truths, which none of us 
like to hear, or vvifti to believe ; and for telling 
ihero, with that plainnefs which they require. 
When I confider, on the one hand, the promife 
and faithfulnefs of God, who cannot lie, and, on 
the other, the noble caufe I efpoufe, I am animated 
with ftrong confidence and hope, I come forward, 
not as a feclary, nor as the leader of a fed:. I 
am not encumbered with polemic armour, nor 
heated with polemic zeal. It is not a queftion in 
fcience, politics, or rtiorals, W'hich I laj’' before 
you. The fubjed I aflert involves the honor of 
our Religion, the fincerity of her Minifters, the 
^ory of Chrift, and the bell interells of men. 
The delegation I pret«nd to is authoritative ; and 
I am jullified in fpeaking, with all boldnefs, the 
truths of the God I ferve, in the gofpel of his 
Son. Difpenfe then, I befeech you, with all com¬ 
plimentary forms j and allow me to addrefs you, 
with minillerial freedom, and to plead the caufe 1 
have undertaken, with that undifguifed and gencr 
rolls warmth, which it is calculated to infpire. 

lie tliat fears men, when he lliould fpeak boldly 
for God ; and timidly di^mbles truths, which, if 
_ - ^I’lght, fiiould be told with the llrorigell tones 
of abhorrenc«, indignation, and contempt, will 
har^y lucceed in writing upon Miffions. The 
iubjed calls for enthuliafra. It requires vehc-. 

mence 


ii 
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mence.. Thofe feelings which carried me acrofs 
the water, I ftill cherifli in mj bread, lliej will 
never forfake me. I rejoice in them. I wifii to 
impart them to every Minider of Chril^, and to 
every child of God. This I cannot hope to do, if 
I difguife or palliate them. It would concern me 
much to incur the cenfure of treating my Brethren 
in the miniftry with indecent freedom ; but I can¬ 
not think that truth, however fevere, will offend 
the fervants of truth ; or that any of my Brethren 
fuppofe themfelves entitled to ufe freedoms with the 
laity, which they wiU'rtot bear from the meaneft 
tof their own body.* No, Brethren. ‘ While 3mu 
criticife my letters, you v/ill applaud my delign. 
The efteem you entertain for integrity will give ^ : 
mildnefs to your cenfures. 5 and, whatever faults | 
your better judgment may difcover in this perfor¬ 
mance, j-our good wiihes will accompany it into 
the world, and j^our praj^er of faith drawdown 
the divine hleffing upon it. 

Froin the mercenaries of the Chriltian Church, 
my foul turns-with loathing. Though .1 could 
move mountains, they would remain immoveable. 
Though I could infpirc every real Chridian with 
all the fenfations of my own heart, the unprincipled 
wretch, who fees, nothing in the gofpel minidiy 
but an affluent and* genteel profcffion, is vulnera¬ 
ble to no fentiment contained in thefe letters. Like 
Simon hlagus; he has neither part nor lot in this 
matter—Nor have I any thing to-do wkh merermd-^ 
ralifts. The waters ffow no lugher than their fprings. 
The fplrit of thefe letters i:s, I flatter rnyfelf, the 
fpirit of Chriff:—a fpii'it \vhich they have not re¬ 
ceived, and, v/ith the things of which, they are 
unacquainted. In their good opinion, I flialL 
therefore, think myfelf to iland high, if I may 
pafs for a well-meaning enthuliall. Under Cod, 
Reverehd Brethren, my hopes,red oil You, who 

• -or."* 
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arewliatyou are called, Chrijiian Mvnjlers-^n 
3^011 who were indeed movcdto engage in the Minii- 
X.vy hy the Holy Ghojl, and are animated by a fin- 
cere love of the .Savior who fo greatly loved yon, 
and by a real regard for the loft Iheep, for whom 
our great Shepherd died. You feel your charac¬ 
ter. You have bowels and mercies. You are the 
cVifintereftedbenefactors of mankind, and w^hatever 
concerns the kingdom of your Lord you call your 
own. For you thefe letters are written, and to 
you they belong. But, in them yowr piou$ flocks 
will, alfc', claim a part, as large as that intereft, 
which they have in tlie Son of l)a.vid. 

. As tiie chz€t of God, holy and beloved, let us, 
then, mind the tilings of Cl}rift, to v/Liom we arc 
fet apart as a peculiar people ; and revolve all pof- 
ijblc means of advancing that glorious kingdom, 
for the coming of which we daily pray. Such me¬ 
ditations will difpofe our hearts to peace. They 
wdii beat down many controverted fu}?jecl-3, of ati- 
parent magnitude, to tlie humble level of their 
real importance. As we mufe the fire will kindle; 
and our Churches and public Meetings, our fa< 
niilies and clofetsftiall atteftthe animated devotion, 
with which one Spirit ftiali teach us to cry, the 
people pf'aife thee, 0 God, yea, let all the people 
predfe thee I On a fiibjed like tliis, we cannot 
think long witliout feeling its attn\ 61 idns. It will 
teach us to make our requefls to the Inijjirer of 
every great defign ^ and, tlien, to reft on his grace, 
rrs poaver, and his faithfuinefs, to acccmpIiOi the 
purp-d'es of our hearts. As we advance, difcou.- 
ragemenfs wuil vanifli. Obftacles will be over¬ 
come, w'hen we learn to tliiiik them fiirmountable. 
Difli.cuitJes Will be fubdued, as we acquire courage 
to.cope with tu.iin. And, whiea the honor, glory, 
ai.v! :iPjr.oriaIity of our ineftimable reward, arc fet 
f’41 11. our view, no forms of death and fufierir-g 
B 2 
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will affright us. Inflead of that defpondenej, 
which has long frozen our benevolent wifhes, hope, 
like the returning fun, will bring an early fpring 
and fruitful fummer on our fouls. The fpirit of 
our religion, lulled to lethargic {lumbers, will re» 
vive with the energies of the apoftolic age 5 and 
the Church will again become illullrious, by her 
vi£tories over the kingdoms of this world. 

And Thou, Lord Jefus, afflicted Father ol the 
Ghriftian Name, bleifed Martyr of Humanity, 
blamelefs Pattern, univerfal Prieft, unerring 
Teacher, omnipotent King of Truth, of Righte- 
oufnefs, and of peace, deign from thy glorious 
throne to fmile on this weak attempt, and to ac-^ 
cept this poor offering ! It is a tribute I prefent, 
for the life thou haft given, for the blood thou haft, 
fhed, and for the joyous hopes thou haft infpired, 
to cheer, and to direft my mortal pilgrimage. 
iVIeek Spring of heavenly Wifdom, boundlefs 
Ocean of univerfal, ardent, unprovoked, and un- 
difeouraged Charity, pour thy Spirit into my breaft, 
and into the brealts* of all thyfervants whom I here 
addrefs. Teach me and them to intereft ourfelves 
in this hlefled work, as becomes men, who arc dif- 
tinguifhed by thy venerable name, and honored by 
the miniftration of thy glorious gof]^l! Baptize 
us with the fire of that love which is ftronger than 
death ! Delightfully opprefs our gratitude with the 
everlafting mountains of thy benefits, until every 
fentiment of frail mortality be fuppreffed—-until 
faith give us the viaory over the world—over life 
and death, until love compel us to exclaim, 2 'ea^ 
doub^Iefi, and I count all tilings hut drofsthat I way 
^in Chrift ; and I aw willing not only to fuff'er 
hondi, hut to die for the fake of my Lord Jefus 
ChriJU h ^amcj'ucified unto the world and 

the world to me, ^ 

Commending j-on, Reyerend Eretnern, the 

Chridiau 
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Chriftian Church, and the benighted nations, as 
well as their unworthy advocate, to his proteaion, 
who takes the tendereft part in all our concerns, 
and is able to fecure and to advance them to the 
utmoft, I remain, in the honored bonds of his 
Religion. 

Your humble, but axFeaionate Brother, 

Al. //. 


sjlgond letter. 


Fathers and Brethcrn, 

HE genius and fpirit of our religion, the cha- 



Jl radiers afcribed to our Lord of the Second 
Adam, of the High PrieR after the order of Mel- 
chizedcck, and of a Savior to all people, with ma¬ 
ny others of fimilar fgnificance j the various ferip- 
tures, which fpeak of the benefits of his death and 
intercelllon, of his kingdom and reign ; tlie pro¬ 
phecies and promifes, loudly declare tl:e iritentibn 
of God, that this lail and moll perfect difpeafation 
of the everlafting gofpcl fliould be the religion 
of every tribe, and kindred, and tongue. Nay, 
we are repeatedly aiuired, in lliemoR explicit lan¬ 
guage, that it lliall be fo— that the truth and mercy, 
tlib peace and righteoufiiefs of our Mcfliah’s king¬ 
dom, whatever temporary chccks-thej may fuflei^ 
fliall, in the end, overcome all oppofition ; and tliat 
altlio’ the river of God may, for a time, be difeo- 
Icred and polluted, by the pernicious foil over 
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w!iich_it has rolleci it’s tid^ jetit fliall, at Uft, 
a-as itfelf from ever/ forelga ijiixture, a:id fend 
tortn It s ten. thou fand pure floaois, to gladden all 
the nations of the globe. 

. Kow onght our minds to be affeaed br tbefe 
profpeas ? May we not infer from each article of 
thij eauineration, and, much more, from the ag~ 
gregate force of them ail, tiiat it is our obvious 
D^ounden diit/, as fervants of God, as foldiers of 
Ctanfl, and as friends of fuifering humanitv, to 
exert albourllrength in duTeminatiag the gofpel ? 
Is it not in our power to do, or, at lead, to attempt 
fo.methmg worthy of the caufc ? Plave we not ihips, 
which vifit every part of die world ? H-.ivc we not 
money—-monej in abanciance, if we were fatisfied 
tolivew'ith Chtiitia i finiplicity, and could bepre^. 
vailed upon to part wdthit, asmenfnould do, who 
have a better treafure in heaven ? Have we not 
miiiifters who prefer this line of fervice, and would 
gladly embark for the mod barbarous clime, if 
tiiey were aHTured of fpiritid fupport, and had r^ 
fon to hope, that tire fruits of their labor v/ould 
not die with thernfeives ? And, if rve really 
hav^ it in our power thus tQ ferve mankind, and 
to fprea.louv Redeemer’s glory. Is it not criminal, 
h:tfe, infaJiiou^ to negledd it t Is not this infatu¬ 
ated negligence an open violation of the precepts ' 
of both tables of the law ? Do we love God, 
reverb his majeli;-, approve his precepts, and corr- 
ceh/c ourfelves bound, by every tie, to ferve him, 
v/ith all our talents, and with all our ftrength ? 
K'^vV does this love, this reverence, this approbn^ 
tion, tills conviction, accord wdth the adonifhing 
colduefs, with which we look upon a worM, full 
of errsi riabitatiohs ; where virtue and piety'kulk 
in corners ; where lin is univerfal, uncontivihd 
and almofl: unchecked ; where the Eternal M:;j dly 
is alFfonted by the abominable idols of tbe H.i- 

theu. 
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then, and the bcaflly image of a Chiilli- 

anity. 

We fay, that to love our neighbor as ourfelves, 
and to do unto all men as would they Ihould do 
unto us, is the confentaneous voice of the Prophets 
and Apoilles, of the law and gofpel. We fay 
well ; but do we do as we fay, and praflice as we 
believe ? Do we love in word and in tongue only, 
or in deed and in truth ? Speak ye defolate fliores 
o^ Africa ; declare ye bloody fields of Indoflan j 
bear your impartial teftimony, ye numerous ifiand i 
of the AVeftern and Pacific ocean? ! Alas ! my 
Brethern, we dare not abide the ififue of the appeal. 
We have not done unto them, as we would, were 
circumfiances changed, that they fiiould have done 
unto us. Tlie richeft fruit of our philanthropy 
•has been a cold, in£ffe6tive pity. We have faid. 
Be ye free, be ye civilized, be ye converted ; but 
we have eaten as heartily, llept as foundly, dref- 
fed as expenfively, and enjoyed every good thing 
within our grafp as freely, as though they had been 
as 4 iappy as ourfelves. We have had no fcllowjfhip 
with the Savior in his agony and bloody fwcat, in 
his prayers and teai's for the falvation of mankind. 
Provided we may live in peace and comfort, do a 
little good in England, accumulate fortunes, marry 
wives, take care of our children, and into hea¬ 
ven at laft, we appear fatisfied to leave our Maf- 
iler to propagate his own gofpel in the world. 

To tliefe confiderations, which mull have weight 
on ingenuous minds, permit me to remind you of 
the folemn fanftion of divine command. The fol¬ 
lowing are fome of the lafi: emphatic words of Je- 
fus, as they ftand recorded by St. Mark & St Mat- 
tbev/ :— Go into all the world, and preach the gof, 
pel to every creature ; and tec, h all nations, haptL 
9 ^tng them in the name df the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoji ; teaching them to oh^ 
^ ferve 
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ferve all things, which I have commanded you ; and, 
lo, lam with you always, even unto the end of the 
world. 

Shall we fay, thefe injundions v/ere laid on the 
Apoflles only ImpolTible I The genins of Chrif- 
tianity, and the fpiiit oi the precept, f*)rbid, fuch 
an interpretation. Let it be obfetved, ill. The 
Apoilles did not preach the gofpel in many coun- 
tries beyond the limits of the Roman empire ; and 
it was, in the nature of things, impoflible that 
they Ihould preach it to all nations. 2. Had our 
Lord meant the command to oblige the Apoftles 
only, it would have been fufficient to promife his 
protection and bleffing to the end of their lives and 
miniftry, without adding that gr-^nd amplification, 
lo' I am With you always, even unto the end of 
the world. 3. The fame reafons, why the Apof- 
tles fhould preach the gofpel to every creature, ex- 
ill in all their force at this day ; and fo far from 
being antiquated and obfolete, gain new ftrengih 
with the lapfe of ages. 4. Whatever cxclufivc 
privileges the Apoflles’ enjoyed, as the fiiTc pro-r 
mulgators of Chriflianity, yet the o^lice and duty 
of every minifter of .the gofpel is, in fpirit and 
fubftance, the fame as theirs. From all thefe con- 
fulerations, it appears, that when our Lord fpoke 
thefe authoritative words, he had in contemplation 
all his miniders of every age and nation, as v-ell 
as his 'immediate difciples ; and that we cannot re- 
fufe engaging in miffions, without contempt of his 
authority, and a fliameful dcrilection bf our duty 
to God arid men. 

I made bold to charge you, Honorable Brethern, 
(implicating myfelf in the fame charge) \yith be¬ 
traying the grand interefts of our Mailer, with 
the habitual, open violation of his pommands, and 
with burying in a napkin the facred depolitum of 
thp gofpel. I think it uniieceflary to enter into a 

formal 
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formal proof of criminations ^^h{ch the whole 
tenor of thefe letters is intended to fubdantiate. 
But after adducing, from the Scriptures, thecom- 
mliTion under which we aa> and juftify our minil- 
ivv in Britain, am I not authorized to appeal to 

vour^onfolences, and afe you. Whether YOU are 

not euilty of what I lay to your charge ? What 
inomes have we fubfcrihed, what aflbciations have 
We formed, \vhat prayers have We ottered up, 
^vhat animated exhortations have )ve gwen toour 
Rocks and to one another on the fubjea of miffions ? 
How thall we exonerate ourfelves from the enor¬ 
mous crime of which we are guilty ? ^ Shall wc 
fav, we were ignorant of cur duty ? 1 he world 

Will reclaim, How dare you teach us our duty as 
ChriftianS) v/hiic you continue fo grotl^.' ignorant 
of your own duty as Minifters ? If we plead, that 
we had not futhciently confide red our duty, is not 
every manjuftified in retorting, And why did you 
not conhder it, before you entered upon the gofpel 
miniftry? In truth, we have no excufe ; and it will 
bell become Us, to bliilh and weep in fecret pla¬ 
ces, to abhor ourfelves, and to repent in duft and 
allies. 

Were I ever fo much difpofed, it would hardly 
be in my power to exaggerate our lin] and fhame’ 
You know, better than 1 can tell you, that the ul¬ 
timate rcafon of any, and of all the commandments, 
is the will and precept of God ; and that we evince 
' the fame contempt of , his authority, by the wilful 
neglecl of one clear, politive duty, as though wc 
negleaed them all. According to tlie fpirituality 
of the commandment we arc chargeable with the 
perdition of all the poor Heathens whom our dili¬ 
gence might have faved : and alTuredly, their fouls 
will the Lord require at cur hands. Contrail the 
iufamv of our condua with the grandeur of our 

calling. 
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calling, and the powers of language fail to give 
juft coloring to our fin I 

Kad the Apoftles of our Lord, conducted them- 
felves towards us, as we condvnft ourfelves to tlie 
Heathen world, not all the refinements of the eigh¬ 
teenth centurj, would have eraancipatJvl us from 
the worlhip of Thor and Woden. But blefled be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, their 
religion was of a difTerent temper. Raving re¬ 
ceived the commifilon of their Sovereign, they 
declined not to engage in this warfare. Having 
counted the coft, they entered into tlie combat, like 
men determined to conquer or to die. Confident of 
the fuperlative excellence of the caufe, for which 
they had drawn'tlie fw'ord, they threw away the 
fcabbard, and difdained capitulation with the world. 
The love of Chrift, which we coldly talk of, they 
warmly felt. They had beheld his glory, were 
witnefles of his holy life and blefied death, his vic¬ 
tory over the grave, and his afeenfion to heaven. 
Their faith was a commanding evidence of things 
unfeen, and gave a prefent fubfiftence to things hop- 
c.'l for, they knew, emphatically, by the witnefij 
cf that Spirit in the’r hearts, which was at once 
the feal of their adoption, and the earneft of their 
inheritance, the immenfe grace of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. His poverty had made them rich—rich in 
grace, rich in faith, rich in the pronuTe and vera¬ 
city of God who cannot lie ; nor would they have 
bartered thefe riches for all the kingdoms of the 
world, and all their glory. Poflefied of a lively 
hope, thiy purified themfelves as God is pure j and, 
vnriched by the liberality of Chrift, they fold their 
pofleffions and gave them to the poor, feeking for 
themfelves better riches. As ftrangers and pil¬ 
grims they expefted to be hated by the world ; and 
determining faitlifnlly to difeharge the miniftry 
they had received, they knew they muft fuffer 

perfsGUtioa 
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pferlccution ; and that men, who hated to be re¬ 
formed, would purfue to the death thofe bold re¬ 
formers, who obtruded the holy light of truth, and 
forcibly difpelled the darknefs congenial to their 
crimes. To fufFer for Chrifl was their glory and 
their joy. Stripes, chains, and death were confi¬ 
de red as thehigheiUionors of the kingdom of that 
Jefus who expired oii a crofs ; bellowed as the 
prize of valor, and the reward of extenfive fervice^ 
and of the moh approved integrity. Unawed by 
thofe terrors whicii lhake our 'oreafts, as far a^ 
rcafon would permit, they afpired after thefe ho¬ 
nors ; lived in hope of the crown of martyrdom j 
and envied the felicity of their fellows, who re- 
Cci\^ed it before them. The crofs of Chrilt had 
crucified them to the world ar.d the world to them. 

In the ftrong light which flowed from it, they be¬ 
held poverty and riches, eafe and torture, honor . 
and infamy, life and death, with a placid mind > J 
and the great world, and all that it contained, was S 
contracted to a point of vanity, before the fadechjH^ 
lull re of that eye, which v/ept over its fins and 
ihiferies. Before that objedb of endlefs allonilh- 
ment, adoration and love, they died to themfelves 
and revived again to live to him. They were not 
their own but his. Ilis blood had bought them, 
and his love conjlrained them to do and fuller all 
things for his fake. They had no referves, no 
drawbacks on their faith ; but, having given in 
their names to Chrill, they would have judged 
themfelves worthy of the fate of Annanias and 
Saphira, if they defrar*:Ied him of their lives and 
fortunes. With them, all was facred. It waS' 
their meat and drink to do the will of God, and to 
finilh the work he had given them. The Apollles 
led the way and other Miniflers followed, from 
province to province, and from kingdom to king¬ 
dom. Thcii' King was in the naicfft of tjiein, and 
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they faw, bj fakb, that flandard, with that iafcrip- j 
tion, which was afterwards feigned, to have b2eii I 

feen by the palitic Gonftantine. The world fell | 

before fuch combatants ; and its pomps and vani- ' 
lies, its riches and honors^ its fcience and learning, 

Jts arts and arms, its potentates and gods, were Tub- ! 
diied by the doarinc of the Crofs. 

In tnia^ manner did the f rli Chriftians propagate 
their religion, being mighty, in deed and woTd ; 
and, living rather than fpeaking great things, they 
put to flight all the armies of the aliens. Tiieir 
conquefls were marked, not with the blood of their 
^ enemies, but with their ov/n. Truth and right- 
eouCnefs where their arms ; and patient fuflbring, 
and the doarine of a crucified Savior, above all 
miraculous gifts, were the true grounds of tiie 
aftonifliing faccefs which attended their preaching. 

But the tide of conqueil was Recked too foon j and 
although, for a few ceiitiwries, fome illuftrioua 
names fupported the honor of the Chriftian arms, 
yet the myfleryof iniquity, which began to work 
^ in the days of the Apoflles, quickly fpread, with¬ 
ering the rofe of the Church, fubverting its faith, 
and corrupting its morals, until it begat a race of 
men more defperately wicked than Heathenifm ever 
lired, and fuch alone as could be produced by the 
Corruptions ef Chrifiianity. 

Brethren, 1 will not now demand your attention 
to the melancholy defolations of the Church : nor f 
is it my intention to foil, with a detail of the tranf- 
a^ions of a corrupt Chriftmaity, this letter in 
wnich I have endeavored to roufe you from your 
numbers, by enforcing the command of Chriil j 
and, to provoke you to emulation, by exhibiting 
the labors and triumphs of the firfl believers. | 

I hey have done greatly; and, though dead, they ‘ 

ftill live aadfpeak to the followers of their faith. 

It is our part to record their a^lions, and to gi\'e 
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them the applanfe they have earned fo well. B;it 
we mult do more. We mud tread in their 
and derive encouragement from their example. 
Wc mwiiprove oiirfelves their fucceffors, hfocen-, 
pving the extenfive field they cultivated. If we ve- 
fufeto do this, the pi aifes 'vve lavifh on them, will 
be, as were the fepulchres built for the old pro- ^ 
phets by the pharifaip Jmvs, the monuments of- 
our hypocrify and guilt. Surely, our Lord, his 
Apofllesj his Martyrs and Oonfellbrs, lived and di-. 
ednot for the benefit of England nor of Chriftcn- 

dom alone_O my God incline us to call a fad, to 

proclaim a folemn adembly, to . bathe our altars 
with our tears, to confefs our dns and treachery, 
to found an alarm in God’s holy mountain, and to 
animate each otlier to the gloripus warfare to w’hich 
■we are pledged! 

The night is far fpent, and tlie clay is at hand. 
The latter ends of the world are fallen upon us, 
and we have many confidcrations-to excite us, if it 
were podlble, to more than apodolic labors. The 
Ead, from which the day fprings from on high fird 
vfited us, has long been lod to Ghrid ; and tlie 
crefeent of Mahomet dill ufurps the places w'here 
the crofs once triumphed. In the Wed, the Ro¬ 
man Antichrid, accurfed of God and man, i% 
linking under tlie reiterated drokes of divine ven¬ 
geance. The God of the Chridians is baring his 
aim, and expofing the nakednefs of the Scailet 
Whore with whom the nations pf the earth have 
committed fpiritual fornication. The prayers of 
the fpirits under the altar are heard ; and a righte¬ 
ous God is avenging the blood of his faints, by gi¬ 
ving her to drink of the blood of her children. 
Yet a little while, and w^c , diall hear the cry, 
Babylon the Great is fallen y and fee the Almighty 
burning her, as with fire from heaven, by the very 
hemds wfiich ereded and fuppprted her hierarchy. 

' The 
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l>ie fhouts of triumphant atheifm, and thr rcoifa 
of a vain philofophj invade our ears. UnJieard 
of prodigies meet our ejes, and fufpend our fouls 
xvith aftonifliment and liorror. I'he fame fpirif and 
principles, which have regenerated one Chriftian 
nation to atheifm, are working in others, and will, 
probablj, produce the fame efiea. We Hiall foon 
fee kindling upon Spain, Portugal and Italy, that 
conflagration, which nothing but the pure Itreams 
of the Reformation can extinguifli. Even in this 
bleffed land of civil and religious liberty, where 
religion has reared her moft aiiguft temple, we have 
much to fear ; and no human wifdom can deter¬ 
mine, whether the Almighty may not purge our 
tin and drofs, with the fame lire, which confumes, 
the -wood, the hay and the Hubble of Churches 
more corrupted than cur own. Vain are all the 
admonitions of our Mailer, if we do not under- 
fland the figns of the day, and put forth thofe ex¬ 
ertions to which they call us. 

It is not for the Potentates of Europe to guaran¬ 
tee the W'elfare of Religion. She difdains all fo¬ 
reign aids. She calls not for the fuccor, but com¬ 
mands the obedience of earthly Kings. We, the 
Minillers of ChriH, are called upon to give the on¬ 
ly aid* of which flie can admit ; and Ihe demands 
our talents, our labors, our fortunes, our influ¬ 
ence, and our lives. Let us fly to the fuccor of 
our bell mother, the affli£bcd Church of Chrill. 
O let us no more fall out by the way. Let liberal 
Churchmen and confcieiitious Diflenters, pious 
Calvinifts & pious Arminians, embrace with frater¬ 
nal arms. Let the prefs groan no longer with our 
controverlies ; and let the remembrance of the petty 
interefts we have contended for be buried in ever- 
laftiug oblivion. Let us vote that Minifter, who 
turns one flnncr from the error of his life, a wifer 
n.an than he, who demonllrates the being of a God; 






ON MISSIONS. 


19 


and fttidy to live ?.iid preach lilvc St. Paul, rather 
than to fpeak and write with Cicero. Let us for 
ever forfake the Schools ; and build our religion on 
facts, and not on arguments ; on the power of God, 
and not on the wifdom of man. Chriftianity ad- 
drades herfelf to the heart. To the heart, then, 
which is the great ilrong hold of Satan, and the 
inexhauftible magazine of infidel fophiflrj, let us 
dire£l our war. Let us be frequent in our pulpits, 
and from thence boldly denounce the menaces and 
promifes of Heaven, Let the crucified Jefus be 
the prominent figure of our gofpel ; and be held 
forth, for what he really is, our ilrength, our glo¬ 
ry and our faivation. Let us not vifit and converfe 
as other men ; but always intent on the objed: of 
our commiffion; as guardian angels am'ong our peo¬ 
ple, advife, exhort, reprove with all long fufferance 
and found doctrine. Let us not dare to bury our 
light for fix days out of feven ; but on every pro¬ 
per occalion, when our flocks can be convened, ap- 
pi'ove our faitliful diligence in declaring God’s word. 
Let us beware of what the world calls Prudettce ; 
and fee that we do not Ihun the crofs of Chrift^ and 
enervate his noble religion, by over anxious endea¬ 
vors to render it refpe£lable to men of corrupt 
minds, deftitute of the truth, and whofe oppofi- 
tion to the gofpel, does not originate in the defe<5f 
and obfeurity of its evidences, but in inveterate 
hatred of its holinefs and heavenly-mindednefs. 

But let not our zeal, piety, and benevolence flop 
here. Lot us cad our eyes upon the Continent. 
Let 113 extend our views to the ends of the earth. 
Let US, henceforth, confider it as our indifpenfible 
duty to do all that lies in our power, to preach the 
gofpel to every creature. Let Miffions be treated 
no more with cold negle^, or be vilified witli 
charges of enthufiafm. But in public and private 
from the pnlpit and from the prefs, let us fpeak of 
^ ^ them 
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theai as becomes their jdigaity ; aiid recoiiiaieiici 
them, with that forciWe an:l perfiiafivc eloquence, 
with whicli the love of God a:id man IhoulJ ia- 
fpire us. 

If we clo this, with beconimg dili;r-ace and zeal, 
\yc {hall foon liave it in oitr power to confutt* a 
p]aiihljIe obje£lio!v with which infidels blafphenic 
ohr religion. The partial diffunioii of Chriltiani- 
ty will then be £eea to have origiaatcil, not witk 
God, but noen. The philanthropj of God our 
Savior v.dll iliine forth ia its proper amplicude, as 
ejLteadmg to all men ; and v/e, the Miniilers of 
Chrift, {hall be made to confels, with honeil im¬ 
partiality and ingenuous {Kame,. that the- wretched. 
Ignorance and abominable vices of the Heathen arc 
chargeable on our wicked difobedierrte to our Maf- 
ter’s commands. O let us no longer give place to 
laibelief, . icUy a{Fe6Hng commifcration to that 
wretchednefs,. which we have it in our. power to 
relieve j but arife and alTert our integrity and man¬ 
hood. We have the key of promife in our hands 
let us ufe it with courage, and bring to-light thofe- 
prifoners of many generations. 

I remain, Reverend Brethren, 

Tour fervent the patience and kingdom of Chrifl,.. 


M., 
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TillFJ) letter. 

l\i tlj<n 's- iind' 3f 'cihr cn^ 

I N,my lad letter, I made free to put the quedio.'t. 
What monies have fuhfcribed, what cJj'ociu--. 
thus have vse formedy vehat prayer's have we ofyr^. 
ed upy what animated exhortatiosis have we given 
to our flochsy and to- one anothery on the fuhjeti of 
Mifjlons ?. In rq^ly, I ihall be told,, that the 
Church of England has long edablilhed a Society 
for foreign Miflions ; that the Uiiitas Fratrum 
liave done worthily in the caufe ; that the Wefleaii 
Methodifta have had, of late years, great fuccefs. 
in the We(l-Indiai{laiid&^ that the Particular Bap- 
tids have taken up the matter with fpirit %. that 
Elliott, BraLnard and others have acquired immor¬ 
tality by their labors among the North American 
Indians ; that the Danes and Hollanders have their 
Miflions in-the Eaft ; and, that the Jefaits,. and 
other religious Orders of the Roman Communion, 
have flied much blood for Chxid,. in South Ameri¬ 
ca, China, and Japan. 

Of thefe tranfa<dions I am- not altogether igno¬ 
rant. God forbid I fhould depreciate their worth ! 
The benevolent promoters of Miflions merit ray 
warmed praife j and the miflionarier, who have- 
afted up to. the fpirit of thoir engagements, ai’c 
fuperior to all human approbation.. Their r.ecjrd 
is. on high, and they will fliihc^ as the fun in the 
Armament, for ever and ever. Conddered in the 
abdrafr, what has been done deferv^es the higlled 
commendation. But when we refle<d: on the fub- 
jeef, in ail its extent, we muft fee our labors in ‘ 
very diminutive point of view. Were our Pro¬ 
phet the bloody Mahomet, were our religion a 

mere 
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mere moral fyflem, were its laiiaioiis of lefs confi- 
deratiori than the/ arc, were our own fincerit/and 
the welfare of the world not conneded fo intimate¬ 
ly as they are, in the propagation of Chriftianity, 
I would celebrate our good deeds in the inoft jubi¬ 
lant drains. But, when I look on the myriads of 
men who lie in darknefs and in theJhadow of death ; 
when heaven and hell open on my foul, and call 
their light upon our labors ; or when I hand by 
the fide of the fufFering Savior of the Heathen, 
and my bible tells me, that He whom I fee exp'iring 
in agony, is God Manifest in TxHE Flesh, lhame, 
grief, and indignation opprefs my feelings. I call 
up thefumof our labors, and, amidd fuch objads, 
mark it with a cypher. .Alas I it is evident, wc 
are dill in the infancy of things ; and that the 
millionary fpirit has not yet warmed the bofoin of 
the Church. Contemplate thefe objeds, Reverend 
Brethern, which I have fet before you ; and • fay. 
Whether I can with truth and modelfy compliment 
you on our atchievements ? Or can merit cenfurc, 
for repeating the qnedion. What monies have we 
fubferibed, what a^ciations have we formed, what 
prayers have we offered up, what animated exhor¬ 
tations liave we given to our flocks and to one ano¬ 
ther on the fubjed of Millions ? Greenland is, per¬ 
haps the only Heathen Country, in which the ge¬ 
nuine religion of Chrid has gained a firm footing 
for feveral centuries. 

Neither a hidory of MilTions, nor even a re¬ 
view of them, can have place in the narrow limits 
of my plan. A few obfervations on the views, 
with which they have been fet on foot; the man¬ 
ner, in which they have been conduded ; and the 
fuccefs, whick has attended them, is all that I diall 
c«Ter to your attention in this letter. 

Miffions have fometimes been fet on foot with 
very improper viev/s. Such were the Millions of 

the 
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ilie Jefuits in Paraguay, California, and other part:? 
of Spanifti America. 'Pheir end was the fubjup- 
tion of the poor favages to the dominion of Spain; 
and Chriftiaiiity was a mere ftate engine, by which 
it w'as hoped the minds of freemen might with 
more facility, be bowed to the yoke of flavery. 
Whether thofe ’good Fathers were more honeft tliati 
their employers, and were really defirous to confult 
the hapinnefs of their converts, or were ftimulated 
only by ambitious and lucrative motives, as they 
ftand charged by their enemies, I will not prefmne 
to fay. But we know well what was the end of 
thofe Millions. In one day, all the Jefuits in Soutli 
America were feized,-their Order abolilhed, and 
the ultimo, ratio regum—cannon and mulkets, ap¬ 
plied with fuch good fuccefs to the miferable Gua¬ 
ranis, that, if they were not made good Chrifti- 
ans, they were, at leaft, converted into what the 
Court of Spain had much more at heart—paflive, 
fpiritlefs Haves. The Millions among the Canadi¬ 
an Indians, while that country made a part of the 
French dominions, appear to have originated in li- 
milar motives. Happily, their cataftrophe was 
lefs bloody. The mjllionaries, indeed, fell by the 
hands of the untraftable favages they would have 
converted to flavery and chriftianized fuperftition. 
They themfelves ftill remain to be exterminated, 
as tribes of their brethern have been, by tlie Eng- 
lilh bayonet and American riflemen. The Millions 
ofthePortuguefe in Angola, Abyflinia, and India, 
had very different things in view than thefalvation 
of men’s fouls. The fame may be faid, I fear, of 
many other Catholic Mifliona. In this refpe^, 
Proteftants are not fo blameable : ncverthelefs, we 
are not, altogether, without having been actuated 
by unworthy views. Proteftant powers have not 
made religion tlie pretext for conqiieft ; for they 
have, in general, valued it fo little, that provided 
D they 
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they might carry on their coinnicrce in peace, and 
cut the throats of the Heathens, wheuever they re¬ 
filled their encroachments, they have left them to 
take care of their own fouls ; as if it was thought 
Chriftianitv could do them no good, auvi the injuri¬ 
es they fuiFered from us merited no compenfation. 
But, to quicken the flow movements of piety, 
even among Englilh Proteflants, fome patrons of 
^iflions have not difdained to apply the llimatus of 
interefl. Millions would civilize the favage—He 
would foon be taught to value European luxuries 
-—Furs would piirchafe our coarfe goods. Thus 
were Miifions connecl:ed with manufadures and 
commerce, and gain became a pedellalfor godlinefs 
to ft and upon. If this mode of reafoning be 
thought allowable with thofe, who are not to be 
influenced by more appropriate motives, I affirm, 
from certain knowlege, that it brings a flur on 
all undertakings of the kind. I add, that if fuefi 
an argument fliould engage men of improper cha- 
raders to ad in aflbeiations for Miftions, and to 
have any weight in the condud of them, Miflions 
will fufFer more injury from their counfels, than 
thev can derive beneflt from their, liberality. The, 
giving glory to God in ths highejl, and the fpread- 
ing of peace and gQod will among men upon earth 
are the onl7 motives which fliould influence thefc 
attempts i and, if we think to promote the caufe of 
God, by arguments add refled to the corrupt princi¬ 
ples of man, vve lliall cat oft* oui; legs, before we 
fet out in the race. 

The manner, in which MilFions have been con- 
d’uded, has been as different, as the views in 
W T ich they originated, and thecharaders of thofe 
who aded in them. 

in South Ame- ici, the ambition and avarice of 
the Tefiiits, or their piety (^God knows which) 
were fubfervient to tlie politics of the Court of 

Madrid; 
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Madud } -and this co-operation, folong as it conti- ' 
nucd, gave an aftonifliing momentum to their la¬ 
bors., The Pope, the King of Spain, and zealoliS 
Catholics enriched their funds ; and, that the iin- 
morad lives of the Spaniards might not perjudice 
the Indians againd the faith of Chrift, they were 
prohibited from any intercourfe with the Nations, 
xvho were to be converted. The Jefiiits, on their 
part, embarked in the undertaking in great num¬ 
bers . They conduced the enterprize with wifdom, 
courage, and perfeverance, Many of them were 
tlie victims of their zeal ; falling by the hands of 
the Indians, or in confcquence of the hardfhips they 
endured. The members of that learned Order 
were metamorpbifed into mafons, carpenters, and 
fiuiths, and, at once, inftru^led their converts in 
tlie arts of life.and in the truths of religion, They 
prevailed ; and collected the wandering tribes into 
villages, where they rppear to have lived happy 
under their lenient government. But the queftion 
was. Whom thefe poor creatures fhould acknow- 
lege for their mailer, the Jefuits, or the King 
of Spain ? Hen^e thofe jealoufies, Vvhich termina¬ 
ted in the ruin of the Millions, and the abolition 
of the Order of Jefuits. 

In Japan and China, we have memorable docu¬ 
ments of the prowefs of that celebrated Order. 
Francis Xayier was himfelf a hoft. His labors 
were wonderful j and through every unhappy me¬ 
dium tliat we are to contemplate his chara<^ler, he 
appears a man of the firll magnitude. An eulo- 
gium, fuperior to the queftionable miracles, with 
which his biographers adorn his life, may be col- 
leifledfrom the reverence in which he was held by the 
Japanefc, and the hatred with which he was perfecu- 
ted by his companions from Portugal. He feems to 
have been too good for their purpofes. The men, 
v/ho have fince borne witnefs to his worth, were 

thofe 





26 


LETTERS 


thofe oa \^;Iiorn his death is chargeable. It is well 
known, that this Apoftle of the Indies expired in 
the Ifland of Sanchian, defert.ed by alibis country¬ 
men, at the time he was endeavoring to penetrate 

into China-But the indefatigable Sops of LoyalA 

foon trod in the Heps of this famous leader. After 
furmounting innumerable obilacles, which wer^ 
thrown in their way from the policy of the Chi- 
Befe, and the contempt and jealoufy in which they 
held Europeans, they found n^cans to recommend 
ihemfelvos to the Emperor and the Ivlandaiins of 
his Court j and obtained many privileges and in- 
dulgencies. for their Order. Their fkill in the Ma¬ 
thematics, Aftronomy, and other fciences, and 
their elegant and expenfive prefents of curious pie¬ 
ces of mechanifm, gave them great influence in a 
kingdom, whofe Monarchs have given the moH 
diftinguithed patronage to men of letters and fei- 
«ncc. Their converts in 'Japan and China foon 
amounted to feveral hundred thoufands ; numerous 
churches were built; books of religion were tranf- 
i.ited into the native languages ; and their afFair 
v‘. ore an afpeiH, fo favorable, as to promife a per¬ 
manent and ext enfive eftablifhment of the Roman 
iekgion, in both thofe empires. But the Miflion- 
aries themfelves fapped the fpundations of the fab¬ 
ric they had created, Into:^icatcd with fuccefs, 
they aflecled too rnuch notoriety. Laying afide that 
humility which had at firft recommenced them to 
notice, they betrayed a lofty and imperious fpirit. 
The}’- fuppofed the favor of the Sovereign the beft 
fecurity for their labors ; and foon became accom- 
pllflicd courtiers. The nobility, oflended the 
iiiterefl w’hich. afew obfeure ftrangers had acljulred 
^vith the Prince, united to deftroy them.- Tlie 
Dominicans, who had been afl'oeiated ia their la¬ 
bors, quarrelled with the Jefuits ; and their mutu¬ 
al ill offices rendered the Emperor fufpipious of 
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tJie co.’ifequejicea of introducing the papal power 
over the confciences of his fubjecls. Perfecutioa 
lowered. Baniihment, imprifonmcnt, and death 
fooii followed. Great numbers of the Jefuits and 
of their converts fuifered with invincible fartitude 
and, in their la.1: moinen^j. approved a hope full 
of immortality. Chrillianity may be coniidered 
as exterminated in both thofe great Empires ; ex¬ 
cept, that in the lad, a few difguifed prieds dill 
find means to conceal themfclves in Canton, to keep 
alive the dying embers of the mighty flame they 
had kindled. The Jefuits dand convifled of grant¬ 
ing to their profelytes large indulgence of hea- 
thenidi fuperdition ; but 1 fee not why Protedanta 
fliould he furprifed at their condufl, and much lefs, 
v/hy Papids diould criminate it. Men, who offer¬ 
ed faint wordiip to that Moloch, Dominick, and 
other illudrious villains of the papal calendar, 
could not deal rigofoudy with the .Chinefe, for li- 
milar honors they paid to the benevolent Confuci¬ 
us and the fpirits of their progenitors. Nor do 
I fee, why we fliould think fo meanly of their con¬ 
verts. Tlioufandsof them died for their religion : 
and if, amiJd all the trumpery of antichridian fu¬ 
perdition, we can difeever fpirits fo pure and ele¬ 
vated as thofe of a I'enelon and Pafchal, I think 
there is great reafon to believe, that the command¬ 
ing features of revealed religion, rendered doubly 
impredive from their novelty, might produce the 
molt falutary effe6l3 on the converts of China andi 
Japan. 

Of the attempts which have been made by the 
Society for Foreign Miffions, I widi to fpeak in 
handfome terms. But, I am forry to obferve, that 
there is nothing on the face of the accounts of their 
proceedings, which have been laid, from, time to^ 
time, before the Public, upon whieii I qan ground^ 
a compliment. Their money ajid their labors have 
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been txtrem^ly uaprodiifllv^e *, and, I fear ver7 lit¬ 
tle 13 to be ejtpsfled from that quarter, u atil a coii- 
fiderable alteration takes place in the fpirit of the 
Church- of E igland, and in the m.anier in which 
her miffions Are conduced. We fjem al^aioft def- 
titute of the zeal and courage required for thefec 1- 
gageiucnts. I believe the Society' are frequentlj 
at a lofs to find miflionaries ; and, under this dif- 
epuragement, arc often obliged to take up with 
irnproper charafters. We bars no difeipline. We 
have no common habits to unite our miffionaries. 
’^'be/ are thinly fcattered in HilTions, and not en¬ 
joying the advantages of numbers equal to their at¬ 
tempts, nor adlng with united flrength and coun- 
iels, they camiot have great fuccefs. Let caufe 
and efFeft be compared together, and it will appear 
that thefe attempts have been as fruitful, as was to 
be expected from the manner* iii which they were 
conduced. The Society in Scotland for propagat¬ 
ing Chriflian Knowlege have deferred well of their 
country ; and have made many attempts to convert 
and civilize the North-American Savages. Some 
of their miflionaries have been apoftolic men, and 
God has blefled their labors with confiderable fiic- 
cefs. They have evinced a true fpirit of Millions, 
by expoling their perfons to all the dangers and 
hardiliips of living among favages. If this Society 
has erred in any thing, it is in expofing thefe ex¬ 
cellent men lingly and alone, to contend with all the 
difeouragements of fuch undertakings, 'lliis mull 
have thrown a great damp on their a^ivity, depref- 
fing their fpirits, injuring their health, and accele¬ 
rating their death. No human mind can at all 
times fupport itfelf tinder diverlified fulTering and 
difappointment. If any man on earth nee^ the 
fupport of a few kindred fpirits to cheer his heart, 
invigorate his zeal and fupport his patience and for- 
tituck, it is a luillionary to Heathens. David Brai- 
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nerd, and a few fuperior minds, may have walked 
through life, without the confolatron of a friend and 
comforter. But the converlion of Heathens will 
never be eftedfed by a few fuch characlers. Com-, 
raon men mud; be employed, and Millions, to be 
fuccefsful, muft be rendered, as much as poffiblq, 
common things. Perhaps, we are hardly juftifia- 
ble in expofing infulated individuals in fuch circum- 
ftances of trial; and let them anfwer our expe^ta.. 
tions ever fo well, their faccefs will always be in.. 
adequate to the objedl of PvIilljoriS, which is an ex- 
terli /e fpread of Chrift’s religion. I know not 
that the Dutch have merited commendation by 
their miSionary labors. I am equally ignorant of 
what has been done by the Swe;de?, The Danes 
are entitled to the approbation of their fellow 
Chriftians for their labors of loye in Greenland 
and in the Eail ; but as I can fpeak of Uiem only 
in general terms, and my principal intention is to 
confine my obfervations to what has been done 
among purfelves, I dare form no efiimate of their 
fervices. 

The Moravian Brethren, have been-among 
what the Jefuits were in the R oman Church. The j 
have labored, hnd fuiFered, and effefted more than 
all oj^ us. fiieir motives have been pure; their 
miflionarics unblameable ; their felf denial, courage, 
hardihood and perfeverance admirable ; and their 
fuccefs fuch as to give general encoara<?'eme3*.t. 
They have never provoked perfecution ar.iong the 
Heathens, nor incurred reproach ampng Euro{3e- 
ans, by a fecular, fordid, turbulent fpirit. Their 
fuccefs cannot be referred to the leariting of die.r 
Minifters, the richnefs of their funds, or tlie 
names and influence of great patrons. The cafe 
was far other wife; in all thefe refpeas they 
have lain under heavy difeourageraents. We mull: 
then account for their fuccefs upon other principles; 
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and they are, 1 think,, very obvious. Their mif- 
fionanes have been men of ardent piety. The 
Brethren had it in their power to hold out no im¬ 
proper inducements to them. They are all of them 
volunteers ; for it is an inviolable maxim, with the 
Moravians, to perfuade no man to engage in milli¬ 
ons. Tdiey feldom make an attempt where there 
are not half a dozen of them in the Miffion. They 
live together in one family, and, where they find 
It necellary, labor with their own hands. Hence 
their Millions are lefs expenfive, than thofe of any 
other people j they can engage in mOre MilTjons, 
than they would otherwife be able to fupport j and 
their milTionaries are enabled to fubfift, where thofe 
of other denominations would llarve. Tlieir milli- 
onaries are entirely of one mind, as to the doc¬ 
trines they teach, their mode of inculcating them, 
and the difeipli .e they exercife over their flocks. 
Their habits are congenial; and, accuftomed for a 
courfe of years to give fcrupulous attention to every 
rule of their Church, few cafes can occur to produce, 
diverfity of judgments among them. They live 
together with the regularity of a monaftic inlHtu- 
tion; and the frequent Rated returns of devotional 
exercifes keep up the fpirit of piety. Hiey have 
each of them their proper department in the family, 
and occupied as they arc, with ftudy, private and 
public devotion, preaching, and the various exerci¬ 
fes of the paftoral care, they have no time to be idle. 
If any of their miffionaries are carried off by lick- 
nefs orcafuality, men of the fame Ramp are ready 
to fupply their place ; and the oRice of a miflionary . 
does not go about knocking at a hundred doorg 
doomed to be rejeded by them all, as too often hap¬ 
pens in the Church of England Milfions. Thus 
mutually fupporting and infpiring one another, they 
are Iheltered from thofe tempeRs, which difeharec 
their fury on a fevr folitary beings, badly united 
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loeetUer and placed In circumllancea, where the 
Ltl and abilities of an individual, howdver grea., 

^'"rhe^Metliodills have lately entered ni>on this 
reer and bid fair to run it with the fame fuccefs. 
The charafter of their minlfters, the nature of their 
difcipline, and the integrity of their views, are fi- , 
inilar, in many refpeas, to tho*e of the Moravl- 
tins. But there are allb feme features, m which 
they arc ftrongly contrailed ; and^ they will, pro¬ 
bably, produce a confiderable diflerence m the na¬ 
ture and fuccefs of their miffionary warfare, both 
of a favorable and unfavorable kmd. The zeal o 
the Moravian is calm, fteady, perfevering. He 
w’^ould reform the world, but is careful how he 
quarrels with it. He carries his pomt by addrefs, 
and the infinuations of mc lefly and mildnefs, which 
commend themfelves to all men, and give offence 
to none. The habits of filence, quietnefs, and de¬ 
cent referve, mark his chara<Tcr. The zeal of the 
Methodift blazes, and bums every thing before it. 
He is open, adive, bold, and ardent. He fees 
himfelf in a pufliing w'orld, and puffies with the 
foremoft. He cannot brook the general coldcefs ; 
and, fearlefs of corxfequences, cenfures with feve- 
rity what he deems cenfurable. He mixes in the 
world ; makes a hundred different attempts to ef, 
feel his pUTpofe ; and, if brfftd in them all, di- 
reds his labors tofome other quart :r, which affords 
full fcope to his adivity. He lives in adion ; and 
is dejedted and uncomfortable, if he w’ants adive 
employment. The Methodifts are know chiefly 
for what they have done at home ; the Moravians 
for what tliey have done abroad. Tlie Moravian 
difeipllne is more fevere and complicate, and re¬ 
quires a fubmiffion and docility in their people, 
aga nl which the high idea of perfonal liberty 
that prevails in Europe, ftrongly militates. The 
a Methodifts 
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.Jethoaui uiiciplme is more i?.x and iibcial; aiiif 
while It is fuihcentl^r ftria, in guarding men's, 
^orals. It carries nothing in it to repel proleh-tes. 
itiiierancj- is the Palladium of Methodiim. Fix 
ingoii fome favorable poll, they revolve in a circle 
lound It, perpetuaUy rrf'aking incuriions in the 
neig oring country, and raultipljing their cir- 
cults and their preachers in proportion to their fuc 
CCS. It they do not fplit of themfelves, their is 
iiardly any thmg in the miffionary line, which ther 
may not attempt and fueceed in. But they willnob 
ear, be able to tlecr clear of peifecutiou, as the 
Moravians have done; nor do I conceive, that they 
have patience and perfeverence for a Greenland 
1 riinon. A Idetho^ll preacher would think his 
liie thrown away, in fpciiding twenty or thirty 
j-ea«u^n a few converts. And, I datter myfelf, 
the Iviethodills are too well acquainted with lliem- 
felves, to engage in fucli undertakings, while fo 
niany large and populous kingdoms are accelllble to 
incir labors. 


When we come to make a general eaimate of 
fuccefs of Millions, both in the Roman and 
Proteftant Communions, I fear, I Ihould be too li¬ 
beral were I to faj, that there are in the whole Plea- 
tnen world, one hundred thoufand genuine converts 
to Chriftianitj. And, if this be ail we can flie^v 
lor our labor, from the Reformation of Luther to 
the prefent day, I think it invincible demonftration, 
tiiat we have not taken up the matter with a proper 
fpirit, nor condufled it in a proper manner. 

From the foregoing obfervations, I come to the 
-following conclufions. Firft, that if we continue 
to go on with Miffions as we have done, we can 
hope for no better fuccefs ; an i the .day of jud<r- 
ment will furprize us quarrelling with each other 
in Europe, where we have earthly interefts to en- 
£*' 0 ^ o nrpaflions, and doing notliing in the reft of the 

world. 
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woiid, where all the iiiterefh of ChriH are negled-. 
ed. Secondh', it will be more manlj and ingenu¬ 
ous to renounce all our Millions, to deny tlie obli¬ 
gation of ading in them, and to acknowlege that- 
we are mercenaries, who mud be paid for our pa¬ 
ter. noder, than thus to .go bn lliamefuily deceiving 
curfclves, and endeavoring to impofe on God aai 
men, by a Ihew of zeal lor religion, which has no 
real place in our hearts and couiud. Thirdly,, 
midionaries mull be urn ted perfedly, in commoii 
principles and habits, and ad with that energy 
which refalts ^ from united coiinfels ajid adions ^ 
and, it is with the view of Ihewing the nece'dity 
of it, tliat J have expatiated fo freely on the Jefuits 
Moravian.sj and Methodids. Fourthly,, midional 
nc3 mud be found in larger numbers, and fuitable 
funds mud be edabliihed for the work. An ea-. 
cjuiry into the bed way of. conduding Midions, and 
tiieconfideration of whatdeps it is incumbent on 
us to ta.’ie in this budnefs, willfurnidi matter for 
jnynext Letter. 

I remain, Reverend Brethren, 
our adedionate, humble fervant. 
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FOURTH LETTER. 

Fathers and Brcthern, 

I N writing u|X)n MifSans, I propofed only to call 
generul attcution to the fubjed, and to fatisfy 
myfelf with a few hints on the manner of condud- , 
ing thbm. But, at the requeft of fome friends, 
whom I have confuited, and to , whofe judgment I 
owe much deference. I am now prevailed upon to ^ 
fav, fpecijicallyy what is it 1 eL:ped from my Bre¬ 
thren in the miniftry refpeding MiflionS j and to 
obtrude my own particular views of the moft eligi¬ 
ble way of carrying them into elFeft. 

Of you, Pveverend Brethren, I require, that you 
will fet to heart the falvation of the Heathen, me¬ 
ditate on the fubjed with the raoft folemn and affec¬ 
tionate feelings, and cultivate your zeal and phi¬ 
lanthropy by earned prayer to God, that he would 
give you towards them bowels and mercies. I 
would have you fuppofe it pofjihlc, that it may bo 
your duty to take a more adive ]3art in Millions 
than you have" imagined; and co ifequently, I 
wifh you to dived yourfelves of every prejudice 
which might bias your judgment, and preclude the 
convidions of duty. I exped, that you will not 
treat the fubjed with levity, and, much lefs with 
contempt i bat fpeak of it with lefped and appro¬ 
bation. I think, you diould take opportunities of 
fetting the importance of thefc undertakings before 
your flocks from the pulpit; and, by your exhor¬ 
tations and liberality, give them examples of zeal 
and benevolence. I add, that if your convidions 
of duty lead that way, you diouid come forward 
with all boldaefs, and take your part in the bud- 
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fiefs, whatever 

it may be, in ferving Millions, by your pen, your 
influence, your advice, or your perfonal lal^ors, ei¬ 
ther at home or abroad. 

From Miniiters, as conne<Sled with each other, 
I ex|>e<5f-, that they mutualiy communicate their 
views as to the mod effeaual methods of fpreading 
the gofpel, and exhort each other to a generous and 
noble exertion of niinifterial zeal. I require them 
tQ fonn A'Tqciations, for collcifliiig money, obtain¬ 
ing information, procuring miflionaries, and tranf-. 
fl.<5ling the variety of concerns, which fall under 
the condderation of Midions. In thefe Affpeia- 
tions, I wifh thofe Mihillers to pome forward, 
whofe chara<5ler and fervices give them mod refpec- 
.tabilify, and will enable them to promote efFe(dual- 
ly the caufe they undertake. Lad of all, having 
once engaged, I would have the Alfociation to be 
a<duated by a true fpirit of Midions. They Aiould 
be zealous, aaive, indefatigable. Any Minider 
who is not warmly aAbded to MilTions, iliould be 
excluded from the a^ing Committee. What thefe 
Gentlemen are, their rnidions wo'll be. Having in 
their power the choice of midionarips, and the 
management of the Midion, they will not fail to 
give to the wTole undertaking the features and 

complexion of their own charaaers._This is the 

fumof my requifitions ; and I flatter myfeif that 
there is in it, noth.ing irrational, nothing, to the 
performance of which our calling docs not oblige . 
us. ° 

The fmall fuccefs which has attended Millions 
liiould incline us to fufpea, that they have not been 
conduaed in the mod eligible avay ; and difpofe us 
to examine with candor any new method, which 
rnay be propofed. I will, therefore, fliew niy opi¬ 
nion. But as I do not prefame to diaatc to 
man on the fubjed j fo I am aware that np oa'e 
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plan can be formed, wliic^i wTll cqnall).^apply ro 
Nations, who dilFer in their degree of civiliyation, 
their police, their religion, and the face of their 
country. Whoever, therefore, are intrufted with 
the execution of our plans, ihould have the difcrc-^ 
tionary power, of deviating in their application, 
as the reafon of the cafe fhall demand. Tliis ob^ _ 
fervation premifed, a general view of the nature of j 
MilTioiis, and of the date of the Heathen Nations, • 
may enable us to infer fomething as to the line of 
conduct niofl likely to eiifure fuccefs? 

Before we can judify fanguine hopes, a conlide- 
rable alteration in favor of religion muft take place 
among ourfelves. We cannot give to others, what 
we do not polTefs ; ^nd before our zeal will acqt^Ve 
fuiHciant momentuin to effe£t great things for the 
falvatlon of the Heathens, it is neceflary that a 
more general and ferious care Ihould prevail about 
the falvation of our own fouls. While we look for 
this delirable change, we cannot do better than re¬ 
new our miffionary engagements ; whicli will Jmvc 
the moil favorable operation iu bringing it about. 
Great defigns and great undertakings form great 
men. They call forth the talents, of wlilch we 
never fuppofed ourfelves to be poiTeiled ; and give 
an exhibition of fplendid virtues, which do not frer 
quent the common paths of life. Courage pro¬ 
vokes courage, and zeal enkindles zeal. Confide- 
l able fuccefs, in any due miffion. would ciicoiira^ 
many undertakings ; ,and the aclivity exerted in fa¬ 
vor of the Heathens, would naturally call atten¬ 
tion to the ways and means of doing good amwig 
oil * own countrymen. 

Wa it fuccefs is the mioft fatal obje6lion winch 
lies againft Miffions. Wc have not taken proper 
fteps to infure fuccefs. We hav3 hardly dared to 
for it. A few hundred converts have been 
confidered, as a great thing ; and a few thoufana 

l)av; 
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Ii^ve been^tlie ne plus ultra of our hope. A l evo- 
luHon muni take place in our ideas on the fubjeft. 
We muil: hope for great things. We muft attempt 
great things. Until this is done> tolerable fuccefs 
fs not to be expe;^e:l. There is a proportion be¬ 
tween tlie objed we embrace, and the zeal and ex¬ 
ertion we Ihovv in accompliflung it. Such limited 
views as thefepreclude exertion. Whereas, where 
great a.lvantages are propofed, men are forward to 
incur great expences, and to run great rilks. Let 
us, then, determine to give a fair trial to Millions, 
and iindert ikc fgmetliiiig which will help us to 
form a reafo table judgment of what Is, or is not to 
be expeded from them. Let our objecl be to evan¬ 
gelize the Illands of tlie South Sea, or to obtain for 
Chrlflianitj a Jirm footing and extenjive fpread in 
India, China, Tibet, Borneo, Ptrlia, Tartary, and 
otlicr great kingdoms. 

The preparations we make mud be anfwerable 
to the views we adopt. Men and money are the 
nerves of war-. A few fcattcrcd miffionaries, and 
paltry funds, are inadequate to fuch conquefls. 
But, as our llrength is finall, and our forces new 
Igvies, unpradifed to thefe perilous encounters, I 
would recommend to no Denornination of Chriflians 
to engage in aTecond Million, until experience has 
convinced them that they are more thsii equal to 
the lirll. We mud alfo be refolved to take the 
field ill the very bolded; line of fervice. A MiiTicn, 
efpecially fuch a Million as I propqlfe, is one of 
thofe enterprizes where the meafures which, at 
liril light, appear the mod; hazardous and defpe- 
rate, are - the mod deliberate and fuccefsful. 
Men, who are not difpofed to run all chances, and 
to undergo fufferings, \vhich on the relation might 
fre cze the blood of thofe who hear them quietly by 
their fire fidcs, have no bufinefs in Miffions. And, 
if miflionaries of Lhis call are not to be had, we 

' may, 
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may, without any great detriment to the* Clirifliirff 
Caufe, wait with patience untilfucli chara£lers ap¬ 
pear in the world. Men of otlrer difpofitions will 
do, as little iS has been done : and if a lew indivi¬ 
duals of a peculiar turn of mind are willing to rd- 
linquifh a large fphere of ufefulnefs in Europe for 
the hope of cOnvcitirig a handful of people in In¬ 
dia, they will not have many follow'crs : Hut they 
will furni/h for us, at home, a pretext for talking 
about greater things, than wc Lave gcdlinefs ot 
courage to perform.- 

I give my advice that nd l^Iillion, of the def- 
cription I have pointed ^out, be undertaken w ith a 
fmaller number than ten or twelve milTionaries jand 
that number fhould be increafrd in a treble or quadru¬ 
ple. pr<iportion, as the fuccefs attending the Million 
may require. To procure alargefupply of milli- 
onaries, I propofe that an equal number of pious 
lay brethren hiould be employed in every Million, 
as fchoplmaflt^rs, tranfcrlbers, exh'orters, and to' 
alTifl in all the em^ergencics of the Million, to which 
miliionarics may not be able to give attention. 
Young men of twontj’’, or one and twenty years of 
age would ealily be found anx)ng every Chriftian 
people, wdio have gOed natural talents and zeal for 
God, which would make them rejoice to be afibcia- 
ted in our labors. Iheir yciith and inexperience 
W’ould derive inllruftion and fupport from their el¬ 
der Brethren, and, alter a few years trial, they 
might be promoted to the honorable ftation of mif- 
lionaries. Such an eftablilhment w'ouldbe the bell 
feminary of education for millions, and, W’ith oc- 
tafional helps from Europe, b. fullicient for all de¬ 
mands. Nor is this idea, altogether novel : the 
Unitas Fratura, in their Millions, have availed 
themfclvcs greatly of the piety of their lay bre¬ 
thren. 

As the expence of fupporting to large a number 

•f 










mifTionanes would be great, and far be¬ 

yond'the ftrengtli of ahj funds, which can^ at thi^ 
time, be fet on foot, I propofe that no mihionarj 
be received until he has acquainted him- 
felf with one or other art, by w'hich he may d <5 
fomething towards his own muinten<We. This isy 
I think, a matter of indlfpenfible necefRty. The 
Apofllesoi oiir Lord> the Jefiiits, and the Mora- 
vilns, have experienced the advantage of prafti- 
fing thefe honeft arts. ' I ' have elfewhere given my 
realbns-for difeharging married minilfers from this 
warfare; nsverthelefs, if fach are to be found, as 
are dehrous of engaging under all the difcoura'>-e- 
meats of their htuation, let them go. With God’s 
bJe'Ii.ag, boththeyand thdr wives' may be very 
tifefalin amV^onary fa'hiily. 

With fach diiliculties and dangers before them, 
it Would be ungenerous and unfeelirxg not to give 
to mifTionaries every comfort and accommodation 
we can afford ; but a Hated falary is, in my idea 
of it, unnece/Iary and improper, A few hooks^ 
and clothes, with the proper implements of their 
refpeaive arts, is all they can need, and all they 
could retain with fafety in an uncivilized country, 

Suppofe twenty midionaries and lay-brethren 
fafely landed in Otaheite, they muH recommend 
themfelves by liberality, and piirchafe a few acres 
of land for cultivation, as well as a competent Hock 
of the neceiTaries of the country. They will build 
a large houfe fbr their eHablilbnient, and ereT a 
church for divine worfhip. After they begin to 
be acquainted with the people and country, they 
it he tiioughc advifable, make two or three 
more eftablifhments in different parts of the Ifland* 
They will form vocabularies, and reduce the laii- 
giiagc to rule ; inake obfervation on all they fee 
and liear, write it down, and commit it to memo- 
17 ; they will acquaint themfelves with the religi¬ 
on. 
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on, govcnitnsnt, and manner of'the native*! ; bti- , 
gin to inilru£t youth, comniunieate all the know- 
iege they poffifs, learn to cultivate their lands, nnd, 
todoevcx-y thing ^Ife iieedkil for tlieir fupport. 
Daring this, time they may alfo give the* nat .ves 
fome hillorical accounts of Chrilcianvty, and the 
leading phuciples of our morals. But tneir grand 
labor \vili be the acquifitioiv of; the language-, aud 
the improvement of their piety, as well as the gi¬ 
ving of an example to the id an .i.:: is, the regular 

and frequent returns of the exercifcs of piety 
and benevolence. In t v/o years ti me I lappofe them 
tolerably wdl acquainted with the language, and 
tiiofe Wiio fpeak it, tiieir affairs in good tram, and 
the jdan of operation lain down with mutual con- 
fen’t. The 7 - may now proceed to biiruiels, aiid open 
their comnliflio i -with due folentnity. 

If-they did not before multiply their eftablijQi- 
meuts, it will now be neceUary to do it. In each 
department, they will open a fchool for youth, ra- 
tl^er than children.; and others of them may be 
employed in travelling through the country in a re- 
gulaf:ittfierancy, ,pr 2 ^^hing every night and morn¬ 
ing ; and after a circuit of a fortnight, return 
to ’the eRablifliment. And in, this manner muft 
the,y continue to acl, iucreafing their labor in pro¬ 
portion to their fuccefs, and to their numbers. If, 
inilead of Otaheite, they make their^ attempt in 
India, they may conduct themfelves in much tlie 
fame way. It may be needful to fay that they 
Ihouldforin theireftablidiments in all the great cities 
of the empire, after the example of the Apollles, 
who foon formed Churches in Alexandria, Anti¬ 
och, and Rome. 

In TnifTionary eftablifhments, the greateft care 
Ihouldbe taken'in giving to every man his proper 
department, and in preferving a general co-operation 
in all their edbrts. If abfolute ruin be not the 

confeqnence 
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confequence of their ading independantlj of e^ch 
other, yet their ftrength will be fo diminilhed by 
dlvilion, as to produce no fruit worthy of their 
toil. If there be any-conclulivenefs in this reafon-r 
ing, it will Ihew the abfolute neceifity of each 
miffionary’s guarding againft pertinacity of opinion, 
and the encouraging of thofe habits of failidious 
delicacy which grow upon men who are accuilom- 
ed ill all things to confult only their private feel¬ 
ings_Unlefs we can refolve on this facridce^ wo 

are not qualified to ad in Millions. 

Under the cohfideraticn of the mod eligible way 
of condudiag Miffions;; it may not be irhproper fo 
add a few obfervations on the manner of preaching, 
Sind the behavior with refped to fome important 
points which will be mod likely to give fuccefsto 
miffionaries: His dodrine and the way of propo- 
dng it are thefird things I diall notice. He ffiould 
remember, that he is a preacher of the gofpel, and 
thatit is not fo much moral truths, as gofpel prin¬ 
ciples anti motives that he is to indil into liis audi¬ 
tors. The morality of Chrid is the mod perfed 
and admirable fydem which ever appeared, or can 
be'conccived of, as applicable to the date and iitua-t 
tion of mankind. Conddered in its due extent, if 
embraces our whole duty to God and men ; it re¬ 
gulates not ongy every adion of our external con- 
dud, but alfo forms every difpoiitioii of the mind, 
controls every faculty of the foul, and exercife;-: a 
fovereign authority over every fccrct of the heart, 
It is always beautiful, and harmonizes with ilfelf 
in allits parts. In no cafe, and to no man dees it 
grant indulgence of unrighteoufiiefs. But to 
preach this moral rule in all its extent is not to 
preach the gofpel. So far from it, that they, who 
have infided upon it, fo, as to obtain the namfe of 
Moral preachers, have in fad fuhverted t-he^gofpel, 
and broken the moral ia.w into a thoxifand pieces, g 

few 
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few of which arc gathered up, by thofe w ho mean 
ito go to heaven by the merit of their works, and 
they eonlider thcn^fclves as enriched by their par¬ 
tial acquiiitions. Archimedes, exulting in tlje fuc- 
cefs of an experiment in mechanics, exclaimed, 
F:nd me a place toJland upoTij and / will move the 
earth ! Thefe Moral Preachers, are in the xtvy 
dilemma of the Pluioiopher.-^—Could their engine 
move the eai th, they want a folid fpot to fix il up¬ 
on. Unlef§ they fupply thk defeat, their boafted 
morals are good for notliingy and their zeal to do 
good a mere btatii]g the air. The Gofpel Preach¬ 
er fupplies their defeO, and both magnifies and ef- 
tablhhes the law in all its extent, and fpirituality, 
i>y placing it oij the glorious, eveflafting founda¬ 
tion, of ChihT; crucified. Juftice, mercy, truth, 
however we may difier in the application of the 
terms, are things, in w’hich Heathens will think 
thcmfelves as well infci-med as ourfclves : But the 
original reditude and fubfequent dep ravity of man, 
the incarnation and death of {lie Son of God for 
our redemption, a free jufiification by the grace 
of God, a regeneration of the w’hole man, confift- 
ent univerfal holinefs, enforced on the ground that 
\ve are not our ow'n, but Chrift’s, the fupernatural 
fuccors of the Divine Spirit, and the commanding 
doctrine^ of eternal judgment, are things of which 
they have no conception, Tdiefe grand, forcible 
truths, with the varied apparatus which belong to 
them, are thofe on which mifllonaries are called to 
infift ; and the crucified Jefus is the central point 
from which all tlie lines of our divinity mufi be 
drawn. In a word our milllonaries mi;ft be gofpel. 
mir.ifters, and net merely moral ones. 

He that 'heUeveth and is happifed fhall he faved, 
faid the blefied jefus, and he that helieveth not Jlmll 
he damned, ITis fhoulcl be iiifiilcd on with becom¬ 
ing firamefs ; bul I incline to think., that we Ibould 

not 
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not abroad, aud efpeciallj in die eady ft ages of our 
MiiTion, deal fo freely in the' figure anathema,- as 
we do /t home. In England every man profelTes 
Chrifiiianity, and is fafnciently acquainted with the 
leatling principles of our faith to criminate his dif- 
obedience. We may argue widi him from his own 
<Iafa, and afTume with him a tone of authority, 
which wdll not be juftifiable with poor Heathens. 
The prog-refs of the human mind in the inveftiga- 
tion of truth is not rapid, efpeciallj when it is 
clouded with inveterate prejudices.^ We fliould, 
therefore, be caTeful how we bring in our damna¬ 
tory claiifes prematuvd v, againft a people, who are . 
not acquainted with our principles, and ean form nd 
efiimate- of the ' confeqiienccs- of reje£lihg them; 
This olifervatiou might, .perhaps, Irave been fparl 
cd ; although I hope to meet with indulgence for 
infer tin git. 

I have before laid, that in another place I fliould 
give my reafohs io^ vdfhing to difcliarge married 
men, and fathers of families, from tliis- warfare. 
Single men v/ill be expofed from the infirniity of 
their nature to thinh of entering into the conjugal 
flate. This is a propenfity Which it would be well 
to difcoiirage as ihuch as poifible, without advanc¬ 
ing fo far as to criminate men for complying^ with 
the imperious will of heaven. But much attention 
fliould be paid'to the manner in which miffionaries 
ally tliemfehnes. Upon this head no certain rules 
can be given. Among pcjiter nations fewer oppor¬ 
tunities will occur of marrying into noble faniiiies, 
and among more favage tribes I fear it is hardly to 
be wimed. A heathen woman would be a very de¬ 
grading companion for a Chriflian IV!illionary; and 
the example w’ould have a fatal tendency on our 
converts. 

The preaching of the gofpel, 'with fidelity and 
holcLaefs, implies a confiderable fhare of publicity \ 
E 2 ' but 
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but liodiing flioaU be guarded againft with iiioie 
atteiitiun than aii ofleatatious difplay of Chriftiani- 
ty. While our co:ivert;3 are few, perfecution is 
not to be feared ; but as truth prevails the enemy 
of our falvatioa will liir up his emiiTaries. While, 
therefore, we iliun no difcovexy of ourfelves, as 
far as tue profperity of the golpcl is concerned, we 
Ihouhl be careful how we give a handle to the De¬ 
vil and his Children, by counting numbers and 
boafling of noble converts. In all things, it becomes 
Chriflians to carry their faculties withmeeloiefs; but 
in nothing fhould w^e give ftronger demonftrations 
of humility, gentlenefs, and unaffuining modefty, 
than in the introduflion of our religion among a 
foreign people. 

Tliere ai'e two ranks of men whom our mifliona- 
ties lltould manage with peculiar caution and addrefa 
—I mean the Priefls and Chiefs of a Heathen peo¬ 
ple, efpecially the King, if their labors fhould fall 
within the fpliere of royalty. Let them remember, 
that, in every country, Pricfls have a llrong hold 
on the fentiments of mankind. If they are not 
fincere, humble, pious and benevolent, the oppo- 
fite qualities may be expeded to predominate in 
them, more flrongly than in other men. In mofl, 
perhaps all fyftems of Heathenifm, there is not on¬ 
ly much fuperflition, but alfo a large fhare of tm-> 
psjlure. As public deceivers. Heathen Priefls 
muji be bad men. Priefls live by their religion ^ 
hence they are the bloodieft, and moft malignant 
perfecutors. The perfecutions of the laity are 
affairs of policy a:.d faiiaticlfm, and are not in¬ 
flamed with perfonal rancor. The Prieft con¬ 
tends, at once, for his honors, his gains, and his 
Gods. Here we have to cope with three of the 
jlrongefl principles of human corruption, fanati- 
cifni, covetoufnefs, and pride ; all which are dri¬ 
ven to madnefs by the fecret guilt of unprincipled 

falfhood^ 
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falfliood. It is equally the interefl of thcfe men to 
withlland our words, as it is in their power to do 
fo. Their frienddiip will, therefore, be fufpici- 
ous; their affociatlon undelirable. An obfequi- 
ous, but diftant, and guarded refpe< 5 l will be all 
they merit at our hands. Fair appearances and 
hafty overtures fliould not be dredited from men 
of tdieii' character. Nor wnll the mind, inclining 
to converdon, and cliaradlerized by humility and 
earneftnefs, be dilcouraged by a prudent referve in 
his inllru6lor. P.eligious convidlion is a principle 
too forcibly opeiative to be long concealed ; and 
until it developes itfelf by unqueftionable teftimony, 
we diould not commit ourfelves to the dangers of 
an eafy faith. If God fliould indeed touch their 
hearts, they will be the mod potent auxiiliaries, 
and worth a hundred of their countrymen. 

With refpe^l to C4liiefs, \v€ know tliat power, 
aflluence and honor, deprave the lie'art. They are 
an order of men, who do not, in general affe^ re¬ 
ligion. As wicked men^ they defpife and hate it ; 
and, as wordly politicians, they fear it. Accuflom- 
cd to command in civil matters, which they under- 
lland, and in which they have a natural claim to 
take the lead, they are forward to ufurp authority 
in things facred, over which, as God has given 
them no jiirifdi<dion, fo it is in the power of mau 
to give them none. Did not truth compel the con- 
fellion, I fliould wifli not to fajh that even Chtilli- 
an Priefts, by bold inroads on the feculHi; power, 
have lire igthened this propenflty in the great, who 
cannot now think, themrelves in fafety, whils reli¬ 
gion is free. Hence the bold attempts to this 
ededial ftranger with the fetters of human laws. 
Witliout expatiating farther oo this topic, it may 
udice to far, that, on a fmaller fcale, religion and 
m^rminiders muft exped: to meet, in Otaheite, ob- 
truclions fimilar to th jfe under which (he labors 
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in Europe. To aOevt the freedom of religion and 
her miniflcrs calls for and not for v/ords. 

The minioiiary muft prove by his cpndudl, and mi- 
nillry, that his religion is a hi^a’uenly things and 
himfelf a hea'ocnly man. He muft /hew that go¬ 
vernment has everything to hope, and nothing to 
fear from religion. He mult inviolably ad¬ 
here to his principles ; for the mom;-nt he deferts 
them, and treads on unhallowed ground ; that mo¬ 
ment he ftr,etches out his hand to receive the chain, 
and betrays religion to the feciilar power. By af- 
fci^ing the favor of the great we degiadc our mi- 
niftry, endanger our own falvation, .and render the 
men we Hatter and fawn upon worfe than they were 
before. Any extraordinary zeal to make noble pi'o- 
felytes indicates mercenary and ambitious views. 
Tlie rich arenolofs fagacious than the poor in dT~ 
covering the motive of our conduct. They accept 
our adulation, and defpife us for it. Had tlie Ro¬ 
man IvIiiTicnaries kept at an awful diftance from the 
mjpei'ial thrones of China and Japan, they imd 
their converts might, perhaps, have lived in peace 
to this day. And the imitation of their conduefc, 
even in Otaheite, might overwhelm Protefta-nt 
Miftionaries in fimilar ruin. Piety and benevolence 
will command efteem, and give us all the influence 
we can want. Let Chriftian Miftionaries, and 
their converts, Ihew themfelves the moft peaceable, 
loyal, and afledlionate of fubje6ls, and this not 
from policy, but for confcieiice fake. 

Thelaft thing I ftiall guard miftionaries againft, 
is the ufurpation of dominion over their flocks, 
and particularly dominions of a fecular kind. 
Such a conduct will merit the abhorrence of God 
and men : and muft draw perfecution on themfelves. 
The ftate of thofe Blands might induce men of en^ 
terprife,. under the fpecioiis.pretext of civilization, 
to advance farther th^ they intended without be- 
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iiig awart of the confequences ; ‘and the ignorance, 
confidence, and docility of their converts may be 
expeffed to throw into their hands a degree of 
power and influence, which are liable to the vilefl 
abufe. t Let them, therefore, meditate on the hif- 
tory of the Church, refle(S; on their own weaknefs, 
and remember, that they, who fucceed to their la¬ 
bors, will have a greater love of command, as they 
may not have their piety, and at the fame time will 
be in circumftances more favorable to the ufurpa- 
tion of dominion, than they thcmfelves now are. 

If Chriftianity is.no better ferved by our Mif- 
fions, than Ihe has been for centuries all thefe 
admonitions may bc .fpared.; for tlicy will have no 
occafion to be applied ; , but if Millions fhoiild be 
taken up in the. way I propoie, and meet v/ith the 
fuccefs, which I am fanguine enough to flatter my- 
felf they would do from that way of conduain^ 
them,^ efpecially in the South Sea fllands, they are 
neceflary, and merit all attention. 

I remain. Reverend Brethren, 

Tour alFeflionate, humble fervant, 

M, H. 


F 
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FIFTH LETTER, 

Fathers and Brethern^ :. , 

T he qualifications of tlie miflionarj ^nter fq 
deeplj^ into mj fubje6f^ that I cannot pafs 
them l>j, without offering you my opinion. But 
on this point,' as well as on many others, which I 
have difeufied^ I certainly do not mean to fpeak as 
ex cathedra, HifFerent opinions will prevail on 
wiiat I haweto offer ^ and they, who dre above others 
interefted in-it, as being willing themfelVes to en¬ 
gage in IVTiflions, will certmnly do woU to abide by 
their ow'n. 

Piety is the only balls of the miflionary characi* 
ter. Every attempt to convert others, while w^e 
ourfelyes are unconverted, is abfurd and nugatory. 
On this it is unneceflary to infill. They, who are 
dcflituta of the faith and hope of tlie gofpel, arc 
never likely to volunteer in this fervice. Gold, 
which hasc trah^ormed fo many Apoftles of the 
Devil into the I'.Iiniflcrs of Chrift, might allb make 
them miirionariss ; but it is our buflnefs to pre¬ 
clude the poflibility of fuch inducement. Let god- 
linefs, and not gain, be the only objefl propofed to 
their choice, and we fhall eiTe£lually fhut the door 
againfl: all mercenaries. 

But in the quaiiiicat ion of the miflionary, we 
mufl enquire not only into the Jincerity of his pie¬ 
ty, but alfo into the power of it. We Ihould in¬ 
jure many by qiieftioning their piety, who are yet 
net podeifed of that vigorous and Ileadfall faith, 
that joyous hope, arid‘Jiat fervent love, which are 
ablblutely neceifary to fupport a man u^der all the 
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Sacrifices, dangers, hardfhips, anddilcouragements 
of a miirionary warfare. The tree, that is green, 
llourifhing, and fruitful, while it ^ftan.ds in a rich 
foil, and is fheltered by a furroundmg wood, might 
wither aud die, or be torn up by its toots, if re¬ 
moved to a heathy where it enjoys none of the 
fame advantages. It is not impolfible, that a man, 
whofe piety would have faved himfelf and hia 
neighbor, in England, might, in India or Otaheite, 
lofe his own fo.ul, and become a Humbling block to 
others. This is an awful confideratlpn ; and. id at¬ 
tended to, would prevent all ralhnefs, either in en¬ 
gaging ourfelvcs, or in perfuading others to engage, 
in Millions. A tolerable lliength Hndrnatupty ot 
religion, will, therefore, be as necdftd as the fin- 
cerity of it. 

Zeal is a qualification for Mimons of a nature 
inferior only to piety. It is in a confiL<lerablc de¬ 
gree its infeperable concomitant ; and that man 
will hardly be defedive iii it, who enters upon 
Millions fua fponte, and in compliance with the 
bent of his own inclination. The great matter 
will be to determine, whether this xeal be the pure 
flame of piety, and has heavenly oil to feed its fire, 
or is the refnlt of an ardent temperament and a 
fplendid imagination. When there is evidently a 
mixture, which I fufpeft is generally the cafe, we 
mull difeover, by a moral analyfis, what may be 
referred to nature, and what to grace ; and deter¬ 
mine on a man’s qualification in this refpccl, as 
there is the larger fiiare of valuable bullion, or of 
bafe alloy. 

Here I cannot but indulge an obfervation, which 
llrikes me as being of conliderable weight. A 
Million is an undertaking fo extremely remote from 
the common concerns of life, and carries in it fo 
much to revolt ^hc heart, that when rn^n of re¬ 
puted piety, freely.pfier themfelves for it, there is 

allrong 
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a ftron^ prefumption, that, in follov/ing the bent 
of their own inclinations, they do not altogethct 
•miftake their proper objea. Wc ihould be ex- 
tremely fearful in Counteraaing the Holy Ghoft 
who if we would fubinit to his wifdom, would 
not fail to fee apart proper iuflruments for the 
work Should, therefore, one or other rniffionary 
purification, not exift fo eminently as we could 
wiih, in the man who offers himfelf; yet this no¬ 
ble volunteering, in a caufe, where every princi¬ 
ple of nature muft be laid on the crofs, feems to 
imply fo very much, that our objedions muft be 
palpable indeed, before we are julfinablc in reie£l- 
ing him. God fecth not as man feeth; and if 
Davnd’s yout!i and unwarlike appearance had been 
more regarded, than the honefl indignation and 
n^le confidence, with which he came forward tp 
alfert the honor of the Lord of bolls, Tfrael had 
wanted the only champion capable of upholdinn- 
his glory. ^ 

It is to be wifhcd that the Tniflic7nar3»’s zeal 
mould not have been lately kindled, but fuch as hsxr. 
ing- burned for years promifes to continue in its 
l.t-at. But his zeal may he too hot, as wxll as too 
xrd. Ills fire fhould be moderated, by fomeexpe- 
l icnce in the miniflry. Zeal and courage will be 
likely to precipitate an unexperienced young man 
into ralh meafures and intemperance of mind ; and 
he may fall the viairn of impatience and difan- 
pointment. It i'^, therefore,^ necelfary that hC 
fhould have been taught to exercife a good degree 
of gentlenefs, patience, and long fufferanee ; by 
being accuftomed to wfeftle with the unruly will 
of men, by feeing many of his well meant efforts 
frullrated through invincible depravity, and by 
obferving the failure of fome of his moft fan^uine 
and reafonable expeaations. Add to this, there is 
an art in managing men’s minds, which nothing 

but 
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but experience can teach him^ arid that man will 
have little flrill in ruling the tempeft of the human 
pafTions, who has not learned to moderate the ardor 
of his o wn feelings ; and who does net know when 
to prefs his point and \vhen to decline it, when to 
command.and when to entreat; and howto avail 
himfclf of all the molia temporri fandi* 

There are fome worthy,—'fome pious men, who 
are capable of every thing, and yet do very little 
in life. They are dlforderly in all their habits and 
vcrfatile in all their purfuits. Superior to-fear^ 
tliey are, unhappily, dudile, and receive the im- 
preflicn of minds inferior to their own* Capable 
of vaH: exertions, they are naturally indolent. 
With a vivacity, which often fparkles and charms^ 
they iiriile a morbid melancholy which preys upon 
the heart. They are amiable, but not venerable. 
Such men may engage in MilTions, but will hardly 
fucceed in them. The itilfiionary Ihould pofiefs 
much felf denial, and be regular in all his habits. 
He needs not have the raizor’s edge; but he mull 
be as the blade of a well tempered knife. He mult 
be a man of difcipline and felf command. 

Hjscharafterfhotildbe divefted of doth,- elFemi- 
nacy and indulgence. Perhaps, he fhould rather 
be capable of becoming a man of letters, than ac¬ 
tually be fo. All his habits lliould be aftive rather 
than fedentary. A difpofition favorable to the feel¬ 
ings of ardent and fublime devotion, and a delight 
in the exercifes of the pulpit and the palloral care, 
Superior to what he receives from the lludies of elo¬ 
quence, languages, and all things fublidlary to his 
minidry, Ihould preponderate in his character. 
In a word, he Ihould be’m^e the ariive man, than 
the contemplative one. A found conftitution, har¬ 
dened to the vicilTitude of the feafons, and capable 
of fupporting the extremes of fufferance is greatly 
to be defired : but a mind fnperior to fulFering is a 

conlideration 
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connderation of far more importance, than that 
corporeal vigor and hardinefs which is invnhierablo 
to fatigue and want. 

We require in our miiiionarj a difinterefledj ge¬ 
nerous wqy of thinking and aelingj above low cun-* 
niag) fervile compliance, and a prefnmptuous in- 
vahoii of powers to which his'character does not 
entitle him. We would liave him hneere, Open, 
and alfet^ionate. Indead, of authoritative commands 
we would arm him with prayers, entreaties, and 
tears. We exped; that he fliould have learned to 
bear and forbear. We think that ignorance flioiild 
excite his pity, and not roufe his contempt. We 
would not hayehim fhun the afleeiation of the .poor 
fayages. he vV-ould eonvei't; but we Ihould be forry 
to fee liiin fink into indolent fanaiiiarity, and indif. 
criminating communicativenefs, which betray a re- ' 
iaxed mind that has no guard over itfelf. . Silence 
he ihould have learned to efteem as a grand partof 
minifierial prudence. He muji he an extempore 
preacher, and poifefs a facility of conveying to the 
mind his ideas clear and ftron^, independent of 
ihofc modes of fpeech which originate in the laws 
and manners of Europe. He muft be far remov¬ 
ed, from narrow bigotry, and poifeis a fpirit truly 
catholic. It is not Calvinifm, it is not Armin- 
ianifm, but Ghriftianity, that he is to teach. It 
is not the hierarchy of the Church of England \ it 
is not the prinicples of Proteilant Diflenters, that 
he has in view to pu-opagate. His objed is to ferve ^ 
the Church Univerfal. It is not latitudinarianifm 
of principles, but largenefs of affe£lion, which 1 
recommend to the miffionary. I would not have 
liim indilferent to his own peculiarities, whether 
they refpe6t the do6lrines he receives as truth, or 
the points of ecclefiafiical polity he confiders as 
moft friendly to religion ; but I would have him | 
thoroughly fenfible, that the fuccefs of his minif- 

try 
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try refts not on the points of reparation, but on 
thofe wherein all godly men are united. He fliould 
know to what place in the grand fcale of truth he 
is to refer each article of . his creed ; and be infinite¬ 
ly mote concerned to malfe inen Cliriftians than to 
make them Church of England men, Diflehters, 
or Methodifts. Would to God this were more at¬ 
tended to among us ! and then, intlead of obferv- 
ing with jealoufy the profperity of any other Deno¬ 
mination of Chrillians, and' confidering it as an 
obftrudtion to the fuccefs of our own party, we 
ftiall rejoice in hearing that Chfifi: js preached, and 
fouH are faved. ' ‘ . 

Much niore might be Ihid On the qualifications 
of the mifiionary j btit I /hall iirrifli this fubje^l by 
obferving, that his character caiinot be too perie^l, 
nor his talents too great, nor too highly cultivated 
for this calling. But in addition to what is includ¬ 
ed in the idea of a godly man, there is a vaft pro- 
grefiion of ability, between the extremes of talents, 
fo limited as to exclude a man from Millions or fo 
great as to give him a lead in them. We may err 
by requiring too much, afnd by being fatisfied with 
too little. What a mifilcnary is expbeded to do and 
to fuffer fhould always enter into the eftiniate we 
make of his qualifications, 

Ibe man who reads the Englifh language and 
has good fenfe enough to make ufe of Henry’s 
commentary on the Scriptures, maybe of ineftima- 
ble benefit to the lower orders of people in Eng-: 
land, though he be unfit to infirufl the intelligent, 
and ftiould torture the ears of the polite. Such a 
man may be a very proper mifiionary to the Negro 
Slaves in our Weft India Illands. No compafs of 
talents is required for fuch a fitiiation ; nor do I 
conceive that fuch an en^^ment, will require one 
jot more piety, or bind him over to fufFcr more 
hardiiiip, than he will have occafion, to exercife in 
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Jilngland, Svu:h a MxiTion is rather nomiiial than 
real; as the niiOlonary will preach the gofpel in 
thofe Iflands widi ever/ advantage he could enjoy 
in his own country. 

u Where a language, i? to be learned, European 
comforts, to be relinqublied, and a Miffion is to be 
taken up qnderall the difcouragements which ufur 
ally attend the imdertakingy we require more ex¬ 
perienced piety, warmer zeal, and better talents. 
The miffionary diouid at leaft, be furnilhed with 
the rudiments of grammar, and foine general 
knowjege of men and things, as xv^ell as poffiefled of an 
underftanding capable of improvement, and a fpi- 
rit of application to improve it. For China and 
other nations in an improved kate of civilization, 
he.ffiould have thofe talents,. , and that informatioiH 
which .repder him refpedablo ip England. But, 
even in China, the bulk of the people are on the 
fanae par of informationwith the common people ‘ 
in cur own land, and many miffionarics of inferior 
talents might very well be affociated with a few of 
greater ability. 

In the ellabliliimeat, I believe the fentiment has 
prevailed pretty generally, that miffionares Ihould 
be men of learning ; and under the induence of 
this idea fome worthy candidates for Miffions have 
been rejefted for infuficiency. Tlie Methodifts 
and fome Proteflant DilTentcrs, I am apprehenlive, 
incline too much to the oppofite extreme. For I 
have heard it fiiggeiled among them, that their 
weuheji m'nijlersy who can be of little fervice in • 
Europe, are verj^ proper for miffionarics. In tliis 
fentiment there is fome truth ; but'-ve form very 
erroneous ideas of Miffions, if we fappofe fucli 
men only are v/anting for the fervice. We mull 
have men to lead as w'eil as to follow ; and even in 
the Weft India Elands, where I have fuppofed pi- ' 
' pus miftionaries of the fmalleft gifts to be fuffici- 

ent. 
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^nt inflrudors for the Negroes, thfrre are nianj 
Europeans of intelligence who will attend their mi- 
. niilry- ; and if we wilh our Mifiiouaries to be ref- 
p.^cfable, there lljould be fome of better talents 
amonga them.^ In everyplace, but the Wcft-Indies, 
a Miflionary will require good talents, as well as the 
nioft exemplary piety. Under Ihelter of the opu 
nion that men of the bell talents mull be kept at 
home, we Ihall give too much encouragement to 
that felf ccnnplacency which cleaves to men of ta¬ 
lents, and grant them adifmifnon from the fcrvice 
which they will be glad to avail themfelves of.' 
r t believe thofe Gentlemen think foberly 

of themfelves, -as they ought to do, who fuppofe 
themrdves too great and too eoniiderable to engage 
an Miffions. One would think that conlldering *tL 
nature of the work, aad the difodvantages we lie 
under from the want of Apoftolic credentials, we 
llwuid will, as much as poffihls to fupply their 
p ace by talents and learning. Pkiy is tetter than 
kainmg, aadJe.vnmg with piety has great advan- 
age over p«ty alone. Every .thing eLfe being eaual 
in oar Miffious, that Million will certainly be moll 
cxaims the nioft learned miftiona- 
f^ "“J^^'-o^gniyfelf I cannot but 

Km.l I contemptuous for me and my poor 
Er.yren whoareliKe myfelf iUeterate men; to 

front of trie battle,_ by nien who are fitter for the 
)vork, but who claim that very htnefs as f-h#» o 

Hr f;- .-.i, 

IdnS, f toan in the Church, Iftould 

blufti to fee a few fiibalterns generoufly expoCl-o- 
tnemfelves m a warfare wiiich I flumned 

theik dp" ‘0 preferve a mean between 

Letnoworthywolun- 
tccrfc.rejeaed for incompetence of learning ; „or 
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let 113 allow of any man’s pleading his iiicratare 
and popular elocution as a difeharge from the war. 

As bringing our gifts to the Lord’s treafury, let 
lis give largely and freely, and, after all, learn to 
know that we are unprojitahle fervants. But though 
we could call in our ten thoufand talents, let us be*, 
ware of treating with contempt our [wor bfother, 
who afterHihe example of the widow, who was 
bleffed in her ^eed, ftiall offer his two mites for the 
fervice of the fan^uary. He may, for bught we 
know, have prefented a richer offering than us alh 
Our Lord, inftead of throwing back the widow’s 
mites with contempt, gave high commendation to 
her faith and liberality—May I never be in the 
place of thofe who rejeft the pious candidate for 
Miffions, and vilify his zeal with charges of en- 
thufiafm and fpiritual pride—for what ?' Becaufc 
lie wants Latin and Greek ! Becaufe he has the in- 
folence to offer his mite to tlie gracious Lord of clia- 
rity ! Becaufe, that believing the race is not to. the 
fwift, nor the battle to the flrong, he has courage ' 

and confidence in his God, to go forth with a fling ' 

nnd a ftone to encounter a Philifline, whofe gigtm- ! 
lie flature and formidable arms appal all the armies j 
of our Ifrael ! i 

Somewhat fimriar to the queflion betwee^ learn- , 
cd and unlearned miifionaries, is anpther between j 
married and fingle men, which of them we fhould j 

confidermofl eligible for MifSons. But thefe quefti- ; ’ 

ous feerh to proceed, both of them, on a lalfe ground, . j 
They fuppofe tiiat Minillers learned and unlearned, 
married and fingle, are fo very zealous of prefer¬ 
ment in this way, that our choice is puzzled, and ... 
we need great deliberation on v;hom we fiiall con- >v 
fer the obfolete honors of hunger, thiifi, heat, ■ 
cold, nakednefi, ficknefs, poverty, contempt, per-i- 
fecutions, and death. But the cafe is altogether c.. 
diffeicnt. We zvi/Jj for fome learning in our milh- . 

cnanes j 
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onaries ; but we mufl be content, for one niEn of 
letters, to receive twenty, who have nopretenlion 
to learning. It will be the fame v/ith men, who 
have wives arid famibes,. ihould. we prefer them. 
They will not generally be prevailed upon to look 
Midipns in the face. And as I am more difpofed to 
reafon from faQ:s;, than from .preconceived theories, 
and mucli inclined to believe that men’s minds, like 
v/aters, finds their own level, I conceive that, from 
the invincible averfion which men of learning and 
fathsi s of families fliew to this bufinefs, we may 
arrive at tiie conclufion, that they are not, geiieral¬ 
ly fpeaking, proper perfons for Miffions. A few 
great leaders appear abfoiutely neceifary; and if 
learned men were equally willing to become mj^- 
onaries, they would claim a preference ; but as they 
are not equally willing, and as they will probably 
never be fo, w'e not ordy may, but raufl: give them 
the difcliarge they require. We miifi; do the fame 
with married men. I cannot perfuade myfelf thaj 
tlie relations of hufijand and father confidered fim * 
ply ill themfelves, abfolutdy prohibit the engage¬ 
ment; but 1 am fully of opinion that there is a 
wide difierence between the cafe of learned and 
married men irdiiling for tliis war. If there be 
equal piety in the learned, learning mud give them 
great advantage over the unleai'ned. Witli refpe 6 t 
to the married; as they muH be greater fulrei-ers in 
Millions than the fingle, ihcy Ihpuid have more 
,Z2al and piety than fi.igle men to engage them to 
fufier; and, even with this adv’^antage, theincumw 
b 'aqcesof a wife and family muft lay infuperable 
obibcles in the ivay of their afting, wdth that en- 
t ■ and decifion we may expeef from fingle men; 
As 1 find public opi iio ; leaning much in favor of 
the claims of married men, it may b?worth our 
while to ibite the reafons urged on both fides, and 
to egainiue on whicluhe^- are the moll conclufive. 

In 
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la favor of the married, it is urged, that their 
wives would be extremely ferviceable in a midi- 
onarj eftablilliment—that they woiild be very ufe- ; 
ful among their own fex, efpecially in the Eail 
, where wome:i are feduded and the fandity of the 
Haram would be polluted by the. prefence of any 
but female miiTioaaries 5 and that they would be a 
fafeguard to the charaders of their hulbands, 
which might otherwife fufFer from aminifterialin- 
terco.urfe with female converts. To enforce thefe . 
arguments, is. adduced lhe-cx&,mple of the Unitas j 
Fratrum, wlio in tlieir-lMijlions generally make iifc : 
of married men. ' 

It is gmuted a pious, adive, healthy wo^an, ' 
mi^ht be ferviceable in a millionary iriilitation ; 
but it iliould be remembered that the fex in gene¬ 
ral are not calculated to fupport hardfliip ; that 
young women, who are bearing childi'cn, more 
frequently require to be waited upon, than are able 
to wait on others ; and that the care of a young fa- ^ 
mily will leave them little time to aid their hulhinds i 
milfionary labors. And if' it be conlidered tliat the ' 3 
men who will engage in MilTions arc generally J 
fiich as are in the prime of their years, oar miPi- 
onary eftabliilinlents may foon be expeded to be J 
very populous^ With reiped to the . fervice hop* | j 
ed from them of introducing Chriftianity into Ahr - j 
atic Harams, I fear they will not cSed much.p j 
Hufbands have, in general, more influence 
forming the religious principles of their wives, | ^ 
than wives have on tliofe of their hufbands. If 
the men are converted, they will carry their reli-i 
gioa ho me to their wives ; aroi if they can oncaf i>'' 
he prevailed on to embrace our religion, it is notl ; 
u ireaibnable to think, that they will foon adapt J; 
our manners, and give us as free an intercourfe in 
their families as is to be wi!bed. The protedioii ^ 1 
they may afford to their hulbands morsfls, as ivell 

as 









ON IVIISSIONS. 


as their characters, I fhall not aflhCt to dtfpife -; 
but iccannot be weighed againfl the dihrd vantages 
they would lay them under in their wbrk. Nor is 
the example of the Moravians to the point. They 
are in this, and' marxj ojlher relpeCts, a lingular 
people. And, if it might not give 6 iTenc« to the 
wives of miniilers of other Denominations, I IhouH 
fay that their women are educated in a way which^ 
render them fitter companions for milhonaries than 
any other women in the world. But, in addition 
to what I have here advanced, much more is to be 
faid. I have recommended Millibns to be taken up 
on a larger fcale, and w ith a bolder fpirit of enter- 
prize, than that in which they have been hitherto 
concluded. If, therefore, a few women and their 
families might be fettled in fome lituations, were 
accommodations are to be had for them, nevertbe- 
lefs they will be unfit companions for the lar¬ 
ger part of miffionaries, who will be engaged in 
perpetual travels and labors among a Heathen Na¬ 
tion, where they mull undergo all pcllible hardfliips. 

I propofe to fend forth miffionaries in large num¬ 
bers, and I fuppofe tliat the fruit of their labors, 
the humanity of the natives, and the largell fup- 
plies which can be fent from Europe, will altoge¬ 
ther form a fund very inadequate to the fupport of 
women and children. I exped, if they have the 
fouls of miffionaries in them, that they v/ill often, ' 
between their charity and their zeal, be placed in 
circumftances limilar to thofe of St. Paul, in nr- 
kednefs, in want, in perils by land, in j^rils hr 
fca, and in all the varieties of fuirering. ' And ai ^* 
tliefe men to have wives and children ? Vvnll men 
a fpirit like this be likely to pine for the indul¬ 
gence* of a lady’s lap ? 

^f I thought to have loft rftyfelf m the regions 
of romance and to be conjuring up inchanted caf- 
tics which never did exift, for the ideal Tileiaffire 
^ or 
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of killing giants, chjiining lions., dilToh'ing fpell?!,' 
and freeing captive dames, I niuft perfifl, like the 
Knight of La Mancha, to vindicate tiie fanity of 
raj intelie'R, and to afiirm that the things I talk of 
have cxifted, and will e:;i{l again, and that until 
they are made to do fo, I am a fober man, and reacl 
mj book accurately. The foundnefs of their in* 
telledl may rather be fufpeded, who think offend* 
ing half a dozen married miTionaries and their fa¬ 
milies to India, to give them fnug births and good 
falarics at Calcutta, or other European Settlements^ 
where they are to fuperintend a fchool, and preach 
to a few luxurious Europeans, and fuch Natives as 
care to come into their Churches. Arid for what 
purpofe all this ailonilhing apparatus 7 To con¬ 
vert the Natives of Indoftan to Cliriftianity 
And by what year of our Lord may wc cxpcfl that* 
the Gofpel v/ill be fprpad through that Empire ? 
As foon might one hope to empty the feab}' lading 
it out with buckets, or think of giving light to 
the world by the glimmering mys of half a dozen 
was tapers ! Surely gentlemen who will only pa¬ 
tronize Minions conducted on tliis fcale, and grave¬ 
ly talk to the world jof. their wilh to. fpread the . 
gofpel, cannot reproach me for credulity and en>t 
thufiafm. I am not weak enough to fuppofe an 
Apoftollc work, fuch as the eonverfion of the Hea-, . . 
dien Nations is, can he efFefied in ^nylmt an Apof- •. 
toiic way. Had the Apoftles themfelves fet down 
iii India to teach Schools, and to ad as parochitd 
Minifl^TS, not all their miraculeus credentials | 
would have fpread the gofpel there. The Reve- 
rend Mr. Swartz, a Banidi Miflionary, and one of 
the moft refpedable and fuccefsful men, who has . 
appeared under that character in Indoftan, has 
found it neceffary to travel a good deal about in 
pi etching the gofpel ; and a lew others, pollibly 
uuitate, his example—I do not mean to repicfcnt ; 
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'Aat Gentleman as properly an itinerant preacher ; 
but only to infill, that he is fenfible, that he muiii 
go after the loll fiieep, and not leave them to feek 
a faithful fliepherd. He therefore preaches out of 
doors, and lays hold of every opportunity of going 
among them. But^ I fear his example meets net 
with generalimitation ; and, if it did, as married 
n-ien cannot do what ought to be done in that way, 
fo the number of miillonaries employed the^i'e is ina¬ 
dequate to the w'ork. V7!iatever dilKcuItles', there¬ 
fore, there may be in finding a fufilcient number of 
mifiionaries for fuch an attempt, it mull be done, or 
nothin gw ill be done worthy of,our religion—W’orthy 
of Gotl manifell in the fiefir. And, if this is to 
be donCj I believe few people will think it advtfc- 
ablc to carry wives and childien into fo hot a war.' 
For whatever mifiionaries are willing to fiiffcr in 
their own perfons, they will cxi:e£l, and will have 
a right to expecl, fuch a fuppoit for their wives 
and families, as an undertaking fo circuniflanced 
could net afford them. 

Single men are then the proper perfons for this 
work. They have no ties. Private charities will 
not counteracl public ones. They can live cheap, 
fare hard, ap.d are ready for every fervice. If af- 
ter^cquainting themfelves wfith a country and its 
inhabitants, they think it advifeable to marry, I 
fee no reafon why they fhould thiiik their Europe¬ 
an blood contaniinated by an alliance with the w'o- 
men of the countxy ; and if they make any con¬ 
verts, there will certainly be females enough whom 
they^m^ marry. They will be the properefl 
wivSlbr tfi^rVi^ho are born in the country, fpeak 
its language, are inured to the climate, and accuf- 
tomed to the manners of the inhabitants. Such 
women may be able to take a ihare in the hardfiiips 
of amiiTicnary life, and by their kber, as well 
.as rheii^ connedtdiil/th f6me'tbing fdr'the fiipport 
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cf their Hufljancis. None of thefe advantages caft 
he hoped from an European woman. If they are 
true converts, they will be animated, by the zeal 
which attends fo blefled a change ; and that patriot 
love and Warm attachment to our native land, which 
glows, more orkfs, in every human bread, will 
co-operate with it, to make them zealous aiijcllia- 
l ies in converting their countrymen. They will 
attach their hulbahds to the country, and keep 
tliem steady to the work. Tlieir children educated 
ill Chnilianity, and endeared to the country in 
v/hicli they are born, and I^ive many relatives, 
will forne of them tread in the Heps of their fa¬ 
thers ; and, though they fliould not^ they will, in 
other r^fj7c£ks, countenance and fupport die religi¬ 
on in which they were brought up—a religion 
which though they Ihould not chufe to pradticc^ 
they will hardly forfake for the deformed fyftenis 
of Heathen Superftition. Whereas, the men who 
carry out with them European wminen and their 
cliildre.i, wdll always have it in contemplation one 
day to return to England j they will be looking out 
with anxiety for ways and means to accompliih that ^ 
tnd j and if they fee no hope of effe^ling it, their 
lives and their deaths will be embittered by die ' 
idea of leaving the women and little ones, whom 
they love dearer than life, deditute iitid friendkfs 
in a foreign I md. To fay, they ought to put 
their truH in God, is nothing to the purpofc : for 
v/e are not enquiring w’hat men ought to do, biit 
what confidering the y eaknefs of nature they w ill / 
be mpft expofed to do. For my ovm part, Iconfefs f 
ingenuoufly, that this is a feature in Mifiioiis v/hich f; 
I have never looked at, without feeling a hearer ' 
wdiicb hr s chdled ray blood ; and if who am fb 
far gonr n r.hem, do not care to make fitch a faci i- 
ficcj I fear few are to be found who will make it. 
Notwithftanding, as there are among the Minikers 
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bf Chrif!, thoiifands who have more faith than I 
dare claim, as well as more apathy than I wifli to 
t)e poffelTedof, I have no doubt that iome fathers 
of families will give an example, which muft ex¬ 
cite admiration, ihcugh it ihould not invite, many* 
to imitate them. 

/ 

I remain, I^everend Brethren^ 

Your alTedionate, humble fervant, 

M. IL 
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Fathers and Brethren, 

^ A N enquiry into what may conftitute a call to 
rnifiions will merit ferious difcu/Iion. Some 
incline to treat this quedion with contempt, as one 
fpecies of cnthufialiic jargon, by which religion 
has been difcredited in the world: and, I am for- 
ry tO'fay, it has been, at times, fo managed, as to 
give color to their cenfures. Neverthelefs, you 
.will be of opinion with me, that much folid fenfe 
and fober piety are contained in it; and'when wc 
cofilider that every thing valuable to man is flaked 
on its determination, they muft be ftrangers to the 
fcntiments of the human heart, and evince a want 
f>f reafon and ingenuoufiiefs, which they charge oil 
eiliers, who fappofe men of fenfe will embark on 
the fea of trouble, without having flill viewed the 
qucftion on every fide, and obtained that well 
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grotint!ediati 3 ^!?tlbn in the propriety of their dcid^' 
diifl, which m.t/hereafter fiipport a:id cOinfort * 
then under aU itj podible confequciiCes. 

The general duty of Mbift'ers and,their flocks 
Vith refpeff to Miftbns, we ground on coni- 
niand of oilr Lord, the charadlers of liis religion, ' 
the example ol: his Apoftles, the declarations cf ■ ^ 
his Prophets', the common principles 'of Iramanity, ^ 
and the whole aggregate of argument,' which arifes ;; 
from the nitdre of thc'undertaking. But uhhappi- 1; 

as in mail}’- other cafes, fo in this, what is ac- 
kiiowleged as of common obligation is not felt as .1 
the particular duty of individuals. In this ref-* J 

peft, our Lord and his hdufehold'iuay be compared 

to die family of an opiiTent, inclnlgciit Mailer of 
who coniihandbig fonie unpleafarit 
biuinefs to be performed, bpt intimating his plea- 
fare in gefnerd tetths; hot addfeflbd to any particu- m 

iar doinedic, his fervants inftead of reavlily obey- 
ing his commands, are all of them disputing from 
his LordPnip’s Chaplain to the ikullion in his kitch- 
en, which of them is obliged to perform hi§ will,-yj 
.The'Chaplain is a geatlemafi, 'and is above fuch'f* 
menial offices. His Lord cettaiiily underftands too 
v/ell the dignity of his charaaer th addrefs fuch 
orders'to him.' The Steward declares his engage- : 
meats bind him no farther than to ufe his pen, and 1 = 
to overlook his Mailer’s rents and diibttrfements 
with iidelityi The Butler protefts he was not hfr- 
cd^ to be d footman ; iirfd the Uiiderlings of the houfe 
with many profeffions of good will, plead they are ffe 
not qualified for doing their Lord's will. In a 
v/ord, the bufinefs is either left un lone, or a fe w 
poor hoheit follows; who love their Mader and are 
jealous for his honor, go forth and do their belt; 
but not rcceivingfrom their fellowTervants-that af- . 
fiitance which each oiiglft fo haVc afforded them, 
the bafinefi is dohe in a bangling tvay at lail; and 
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ir.y Lord’s Chaplain, Steward^ Eutlcr, and ether 
fen^ants, iiillead of- feeling that it has mifearried 
princ^'pally through their fault:—inhead of being - 
alliamed into exertion, fay feme of them, that 
their Lord never gave fach a command,” ethers, 

** that the time for bbejdng itis not^come,” others, 
thattlie bad fuccefs of their fellows, gifeourages 
farther attempts,” and wlule fome are provoked 
that the menials of the houfe ihould prefiime to en^ 
gage in the bulinefs, others, declare it is vile dir- 
ty work and lit only for Iknllions and Ihoe-boys.” 
This has been, precifely our GOi:^dudl in IvIiiTicns*; 

But how may an individual kno'vV that this ge¬ 
neral cltity deteiTnines on him? Tliis enquiry wdU 
be made with views ^-dihereut, as are the cha- 
j ailers- of ,tlie men ^ \vi^ make it: fome to find a 
plaufibleexcufe.fbr. deciding .Uieir duty ; and oth¬ 
ers from afincere defire-tokupw and to do it. To 
tlie firft fart, it will be imtxiflible to gKx fatisfac^ 
tion. Th(?ir firll piinclplcj I -a-i// not hs a nnjion^. 
ary, precludes all oonviclion. Tlieir fecond prin¬ 
ciple, I will jirflijy my . dijQhcdhnte., determines 
them to demarxi fueh reafons, lor Xhe,nhfoi4ite cer-^ 
faulty of their'^caUj.'as. they know', or ought to 
kno>v, cannot be. given them. They demand their 
call to be demohfirated with intuitive evidence; 
and while there remains a pofilbility of their de¬ 
ceiving thcmfcives, prudently determine torim no . 
hazards. Be it fo gentlemen. Wo difmifs you 
from the fervke luuil you have acquired more-in¬ 
genuous; minds. Yo^ir fvvords may remain quietly 
in their'fcabbarda, for this is nut a wp^r in wiiich 
lath will fupply the place of heel. You are your 
own demonlhations that Gpd does not call you to 
niifiions ; and whatever iins you may fland accoun¬ 
table for in the day of Chrift, 1 think you wull 
hardly beoriminated under that ftatute of his king¬ 
dom, tjxo pf cach thegojpel to every creature. 
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Sincere Ifraelifes, who,- like Nathaniel, li.ave 
ingenuous minds, and w'orlhip God in truth, may ' 
oa this fabject be fatisfieJ, as clearly as on any oth¬ 
er, which is involved in the truth of the Gofpel. 
In the fcriptiires, in reafon, in providence, in ex¬ 
perience of our own hearts and charaflers ; and 
ill our relations in private and in public life, there 
arc to be difeovered data, from which we may 
come by a fimple procefs of reafoning, to a very 
tolerable concluhonof what is our duty in this in- 
iiance. 

Tills call is certainly not of man, nor of the will 
of man. A lenfe of the .worthinefs of the under¬ 
taking, ?ind a general defire to do the will of God, 
with tlie foiicitations of friends who think highly 
of us, and who are of opinion, that there is a pro¬ 
vidential opening for us to go to the Heathen, do 
not conftitute a fufficient warrant for engaging. 
Miieh, very much more than all this is rer.juired. 
The Moravian maxim, Never to perfiiade, much 
Jefs to urge a man to engage in millions,*’ has been : 
juftified to tliem by experience ; and it will appear 
perfedly reafonable to fuppofe, that the levers and ; 
pullies of human perfualion, b)' which a man in- : 
diiTerent to millions may, fometimes, be excited to 
a-^ in them, give no fufficient Tnoinentum to the 
foul to fupport it again(1 the immenfe counterpoife 
of flolh and blood. He, who ap^iears poiTelTed of 
the moft lively zeal for miffions, may deceive him- 
felf by fall'e fire, and enthufiallic feelings ; but the 
man who wants fire, wlio is merely prompted by his > 
friends, and fiippofes a miffion a matter to be ma¬ 
naged like a parifh in England, equally deceives 
liimfelf, though he declaims agaiuft enthufiafm, and 
would have us underhand, that he is following the 
Jefs fallacious light of reafon. Bat I exhort every 
one, wliofe wliole foul is not in the bufinefsi 
tp flaiid firm agaiiiijl the perfuauon of all men. He 
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may be allured that miflionary work is too rough 
for his daftile nature/ If he cannot fay no to his 
friends, litow {hall he fay no to thofe manifold temp¬ 
tations which will folicit him to return ? And I be- 
feech ail who have claims to reafoi, to religion, 
or to humanity, never to attempt to perfuade any 
one, directly or indireilly, to do any thing more 
in miflions than he can do with pleafare and unfeign¬ 
ed good will. It is unreafonable to fuppofe that 
our perfuahves can operate to change the character 
and in a moment to give a man fentiments and feel¬ 
ings he never had before. It is not agreeable to 
. the oeconomy of religion, for God to leave the in- 
ftruments of his willj without inclination, as well 
as ability for doing it. La ft of all, it is a moil 
. inhuman perfecution to iniift on its being the will 
of God that any individual ftiould engage in Milli¬ 
ons, or in any degree to alTume the province of 
heaven in pretending to fearch the heart, and di- 
. re6l the confcience. This c(>ndutft; is the more odi- 
. ous, as it is an infl/ument of torture, applied to 
no;fe but worthy and pious minds, where we have 
moft reafon to believe it imnecefTary. 

Nor will providences which appear fudiUnly, and 
a prefent willingnefs to engage, prove our call. 
Providence is a myfterious book, not eafily legible, 
and be ft under ftood wh n read backward; and I 
iliall much fiifped that man’s call i> {hewn him by 
fudden and unexpeded openings of Providence, w:.o 
has never before made a difcovery of it in his Bi¬ 
ble, or in his own heart. From a general analogy 
of grace as well as nature, we are led to exped, 
that wliat is born and attains maturity in a day, 
will fade and die in as Ihort a term. In a milHona- 
ry we look for ftrong, permanent, habits, fuch as 
are formed by reiterated ads. We do not mean 
to limit the Holy One of Ifrael; but to relped 
Him as the God of order, means and ordinances. 

G 2 He 
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He has tftabliflied the connexion of efFeds with 
their caufes ; and though He may and wiD, when 
He fees good, invert the eftablifhed order of things 
we muft not aifed more than what becomes the 
fragility of our nature. We muft require the 
horfe to be broken in for the battle. We muft ex- 
ped that the man called to Miftions will experi¬ 
ence, fucceillvely, all the viciftitudes of hope, fear, 
defire, averlion, conlidence and detpondency, before 
he dips his foot in the water, or will be able to contem¬ 
plate with fteady courage the dangers of thefe 
depths. If there be a man, who claims exemp¬ 
tion from common rules, and can in a moment en¬ 
gage in a miftion without a difpofition previoufly 
formed, and, having fo engaged, can condud the 
.matter aright, he is no precedent for our imita¬ 
tion. 

Thefe obfervations premi fed, the fir ft thing to¬ 
wards conftitilting a call to Mifiions is ability to 
comply wifh it. Let the candidate, therefore, ex¬ 
amine himfelf, whether he be poirefled, in a reafon- 
able degree, of the qualifications neceftary for that 
ftation. From what he has done in the miniftry in 
England, he may form feme guefs of what he is 
likely to do abroad. It may alfo be proper to take 
the candid opinion of his minifterial friends, w'hofe 
favorable fentiments will fupport his diffidence, or 
whofe honeft cenfure may check his temerity. 
On this fubjcd, if on any, w^e ftiall be fafe to un¬ 
der rate our qualifications ; and, if -we are humble,, 
we ftiall naturally be led to do fi>. This, if it one 
way operates as a difeouragement, will in another 
produce difterent efteds. God givetli grace to the 
humble, and men will give them honor. An hum¬ 
ble opinion of ourfelves will neither damp our zeal 
for God, nor our beneirolence to men. It will 
not pervert our underftandings, nor make us dif- 
honor God by difclaiming w'hatever degree of hum- 
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He fitnefs He raaj give Us for the work. Tlic 
greater the natural aad acquired talents oi any^ 
man be the better ; but all this is not the great 
thing, the one thing, the living fpirir, the^eye, 'the 
car the llrength and arras of the miMionarj, 
ClIRiSTlAN GoDI-IXESS, ThE MiND OF ChRIST,. 
The Image of God, —this is the qualiiicahou 
Tvrhich a miflionarycannot do without; which he 
cannot have in too great a degree ; and which if lie 
poflbfe in flrength and vigor, his other qualifications, 
however final!, cannot be deemed defe£Hve. Up¬ 
on this fubjea, then, he cannot put to himfelf 
too many, or too clofe queftions. His felf denial, 
adivity, fortitude, perfeverance, habitual dili¬ 
gence, and confcjentious adlierencc to order and re¬ 
gularity, throughout his whole conuircl, will each 
of them merit minute invcfligatiooi If tlie re- 
fultof this enquiry be'fatisfa^lory to himfelf, l^e 
may be aiTured that he has, at lealt, a foiid foun¬ 
dation to build upon. 

The fecond head of enquiry is his willingness fa 
engage in. millions. Here fomething more as re¬ 
quired than cold approbation, or that general dif- 
pofition to do die will of God, which inllaenc-^s 
every pious man. We look for a hrong, deeideti 
predili<flion— apaj/ionlov miflions, if I may be. al¬ 
lowed the terra ; that fpeefes of commendable e 1 - 
thuhafin, which enables profeflional men to mag¬ 
nify the dignity and importance of their refpedif'^ 
arts, and to purfae their obje6f, under every dif- 
courageraent, until they have carried- their af t to a 
p-n-fecVion, wtiich mcriof colder iiiinds could nevdr 
have fappofed if ca]xible of receiving. I would 
have hhn poiVoiled of that ftrong paflion for -miil!- 
ons which Columbus had for difeovery, andwhictx 
fupportei him for a long courfe of years againft 
the ridicule of the whole wprld, againft the iif- 
©ouragement ©f haying h;$ iervices .irejeded by dif- 
' 5 ferent 
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ferent princes, aTalnft the mgratltuie of Fer.-fi: 
natid aadlubcih, aid aTVuud the repeated mati.,' 
nr, treacher/, aid bifiaefs of coinpaiioas. - 
I wo aid have hi<n fo eaaiviarei of his ohje^, as , 
to coa idif t ie hard hip ai l diiTer of the purfuit ! 
a pleafnre rather thaa a pain; aid to fiad in himfclf': .■ 
a difpDdtio.i to fueceei, or to peri/h in the atte npt. r' 
If he cannot ea^age without a wiih to return tofj 
Europe, and with a full determination, Gk> 1 bi-M 
ing his helper, to die in the harnefa, that man 
not the foul of a genuine miffionary, ;i 

Some of ray readers will think I draw a glow- i 
ing pidlure, and that my coloringsbetray the glare 1 
of enthufiafm. They would have their miffionary, I 
what they call, a prudent man, a man of reafony^ ' 
and cooliiefs. They will fay that he who engages | 
with fo much warmth will foon have his firedamp- 1 
ed, and betray as much cowardice in the conflief, I 
as he ihewed courage before the battle. I will en- ; ; 
treat fuch Gentlemen to give a candid interpreta- * 
tion to my terms, and to enter into the fpirit of i 
the writer, as well as into the force of his exprer-| | 
fipns. Human language is defeflive. They who? | 
ufe it are ftiil more imperfect. I may not have^ 
the felicity of expreffiag the idea I would convey, ' 
exadly fuch as it is in ray own mind ; a id though 
I could ftamp my ideas on language as clearly and 
forcibly, as new coin difplays the impreffion of the 5 ’ 
die; yet except my thoughts had the fame currea- ! 
cy as the Kings coin, my reader may eafily miftake ’ 
my meaning, where I have made none in expref- ■ 
fing it; aid in this manner every man who writes ' 
fuftains fo ne cenfures which are due to the pre:i- 
pjtancy a id difingeimoufnefs of his reader. In the ' j 
light of this obfervation, I beg leave to rexuark, j 
that Columbus, Cortez, Csefar, St. Paul, and all 
thofe who have done great things in the world, have 
polTcfled a fir?, and energy very uncommon j a id 

that 
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that this fire, this energy, was abrolutely efienrial 
to what they undertook, and what they performed; 
but certainly this remark does not'fuppofj that this 
fire alone e&ttedevery thing. They were men of 
k!iowlege, of prudence^ and of that cgolnefs 
which tempered their fire, and gave it a proper di- 
re<5lion. Had they not been fupported by thefe fo- 
lid qualities Csefar might have perifhed like Gata- 
line, and St. Paul would never have been God's 
inftrument for building the Church. If my mif- 
fionary therefore, has more zeal tlian good fenfe, 
more fire than wifdom to command it, he will fcoa 
find that inftead of walking in the footfieps of an 
Apoftlc, he is flying on the waxen wdngs of Icarus, 
or driving the deitruclive car of the juvenile and 
prefiimptuous Phaeton. Falfe fire will not dilTolve 
real cold, nor falfe courage fupport the hurfl of 
cannon. 

But this concefTion made, X.infill: upon it, the 
mifidonary mufi; not only have true lire, but a large 
proportion of it ; and I infill upon it fo much the 
more, as I fee very little attention paid to it ; as 
I cannot but think, that too many good men are 
forcing Zeno’s coat upon the alfeifliionate Jefus ; and 
appear more afraid of ofFending men by being too 
hot, than of difpleafing God by being too cold. 
Inllead of bringing the world over to Chrill by the 
godlike irrefiftible charms of truth propofed with¬ 
out falfe ornaraents, we endeavor to accommodate 
it to corrupt minds, by propofing it under tiie garb 
of reafon, and with the alFeded fickly air and fee¬ 
ble tottering fteps of morality. In this manner 
we betray our Matter, and lofe our own labor. 
And, however digrefiive this obferyation may ap¬ 
pear, I allirm it has much to do with rny lubjcct ; 
for until we learn to difmifs our moral dialccl, and 
high founding talk t>f reafon, tbcie \yill be little 
right reifon or good morals in the Church ; until 
H '^vc 
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ive boldly take up the Crofs of the bleffed Jefus, 
aad tell maakind that, in religion, there is no other 
teafon, aio other morals, than that godlike reafon, 
ihofe divine morala which He brought down to us 
from his Father’s bqfom and treafured up for us in 
his holy gofpel, we diall never be able to carry on 
a war of mlTions, nor have apoftolic men to adt in 
it, A million, contemplated in its true fpirit, and 
i.i all its compafi of facrihee and filtering, is not a 
common thing, and men whofe minds are of a com¬ 
mon call are unfit for it. If, therefore, their en- 
gagement is fo remote from the common courfe of 
things, why fiiould miflionaries be expected to feel 
and Vnink in the beaten track ? If they are to live 
in fire, where is the abiurdity of wifiiing them to 
be endowed with the properties of the Salamander ? 
If their work is apoftolic, how is reafon violated 
by expecting they fiiould claim alliance with the 
blood of St. Paul ? —^^Thanks be to God, his blef- 
fed Son does not treat the foldiers of the crofs 
with that contempt they fulfer from their fellow 
Chriftiani J No j the choicefl confolations and the 
mofi: joyous hopes are their portion ; and if, the 
alHiiTions of Jefus abound jn them, they will be 
comforted with the mofi: glorious anticipations of 
his kingdom and of his joy. 

N_or if a young man, in the early prime of life, 
firoiild mingle with the lambent flame he has kind- 
led fr 4 )m Gold’s altar, fome fparksof wild erratic 
fire, are ive entitled to treat him with contempt and 
rejeaion. If his cliaraaer be fupported by folid 
qualities, thofe foarks will, with a little time and 
exDerience, be abforbed in the purer flame. Nay, 
fiiould he at flrfi: betray fome tokens of fear and 
foftnefs. wc fhouVl rather fympathize with his 
weakuefs than difpair of his courage. If we find 
in him that tried courage and unrelenting hardihood 
which charaderize the Veteran, who has waded 

through 
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llirougli a well fought held, and endured tue 

various climes of the* North and South, we hnd 
much more than we are entitled to hope. St. raiil 
indeedi. was at once made a Chriftian and the cnief 
of the Apoftles. Such poAver belongeth unto God, 
and fuch honor to the man whom He will exalt. 
But, in fpite of the example and exhortations of 
the great St. Paul, Mark, fled from the work of the 
apoftolic miflion ; neverthelcfs, between life 
wholefome ccnfiires of Paul, and the confolatory af- 
fedionof Barnabas, his fpirit w^as, through divine 
grace, again ex^dted to the fight of faith, and he 
redeemed his chara£ler, and obtained a good re¬ 
port among the Apoftles. I.et the candidate for 
mhTions be pofleflbd of what degree of zeal and 
courage he may, no doubt the day will come, when 
W'ith fears from within and fightings from without, 
he will be prefied beyond meafure, and feel that 
nothing but abounding grace and almighty power 
can confole and* fupport him. But, if we mufl: 
niakefome abatement for his courage when engag¬ 
ed in p.'flr.rd forvice, and jeopardying his life on the 
high places of the field, furely w^ Iliould require 
fome tolerable degree of ardour bcfoie the fword is 
drawn and blood is fpiit. For if the man, whp 
volunteers, and is borne on the ftrong Wing of 
hope, mufl; expecl fuch rude flrocks in tlie evil day, 
what are we to expe(Sb from him' w'ho- enters into 
Millions without zeal or energy, and wiio is, in 
faeV, little better than a prefled man ? 

The third conflderation which 1 lhall notice as 
effential to a xrallto Miflions is a freedom from fuch 
ties as exclude the engagement ; and they w’iil be 
either of a doracllic or' a minifleiial nature., I 
have more than once expreiTed my fentimedts with 
refpecl to the propriety of married men and fathers 
of families engaging in MifTions. Generally fpeak- 
iug I do not think it advifcable j but I dare not fay 

h 
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h is improper. I will not difapprove the man fo 
fituated, who fhall engage.; and, if he and his fa¬ 
mily conduft themfelves in a miffion as the Reve¬ 
rend Mr. Egede and his houfehold did in Greenland^ 
they fliall have my warmeft commendation. Nay, 
Ihould they through human wcaknefs fail in forti¬ 
tude and perfcverance, the piety of the attempt 
will, with me, cover the weaknefs of the execu¬ 
tion. But the propriety of fiich an attempt will 
in my idea depend on circurRidances. The health, 
llrength, and habits of a mother and her children 
are to be confidered, as well as the degree of ac¬ 
commodation which can be afibrdeu them in a Mif- 
lion. Much will depend on the willingnefs of a 
minifter’s wife to lliare his toils and perils, and 
very much will depend on his own ftrength of foul 
to fee his wdfe and family, languiUiing and dying, 
if God ihould appoint it fo, in confequence of his 
engaging them in difficulties v/hich they cannot 
fupport. If a minifter be polTelTed of this forti¬ 
tude, if his v/ife breathes the fJlmc fpirit with 
himfeif ; ai^dif they both think the veniure iuili- 
f.sble, let tlicm^o, and give an example to Chrif- 
Tendor.i wlilch we ffi greatly want. But if he can- 
r.ct'infpire his wife with his own fentiments, I am 
clearly of opinion he ha.s no call to MifTions, I 
reafon thus. If it be faid, that ti^e wife of that 
miniher has not piety to engage of her own free 
will, I anTwer Chrifiiianify will not juftify a divorce 
bv leaving her behind him, and good fenfe will net 
jufii y him to take her abroad into circumllances 
of diilrefs and danger, where all her paffions will 
he armed to war againft his peace and to difcredlt 
liimfelf in jiis minihry. If it be faid, that his 
wife is a woman of piety, the cafe (lands frill more 
(Vrongly againft him, and a dreadful fiifpicioa will 
Be againft h's piety. For if a woman of piety, his^ 
T/ifc, the mother ef his children cannot be made to 
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enter into his call, I muft fLifped that 1ic carries 
with him abroad more religion than he exercifes 
at home ; and can ei.tertain very little d^nnion of 
his converting Heathens, who cannot convert a 
godly won-ian who loves him to follow him to the 
world’s end.—Nor would I recommend the lorce 
of tlrong perfuaflon, much lefs any thing like con¬ 
jugal authority, with any woman. The man who 
does this will hid, at I ah, that he rolls the hone of 
vSyliphus, and when he thinks he has got it to the 
top of the hill, it will return with a double force, 
acquired by the velocity of its defcent, and crulh 
him to pieces. If a married man willies to engage 
in miflions, his firft care is to infpire his wdfe with 
a portion of his own zeal ; if he can do fo, well ; 
if not I advife him to hay at home. It is a bafe 
unmanly thing to complain of our wives ; and wo¬ 
men were never generally vicious, bafe and cow¬ 
ardly, when men did not make them fo. Godli- 
refs’ is the moll commanding, thing on earth, and 
women who have the bell opportunities of know-' 
ine their hulbands piety, and are perfonally attach¬ 
ed' to them, will not be the laft to revere it. The 
man wdio charges his wife, in nine cafes out of ^ten,, 
will reproach himfelf; and I afhrm w'hen we dare 
imitate the Apoftles, there is little fear of our 
wives lagging in the race of virtue. 

A minifter’s flock iliould be as dear to him, and 
in feme fenfe, dearer than his wife and children j 
and if we are in polls of un< ommon honor and ufe- 
fuhiefs, it may well admit an enquir}^, IIoxv faf 
▼ e are jufiihable in relinqu: fhing them ? We are 
giving up a certainty for an uncertainty. The 
good w'e Inall do abroad may bear fmall proportion 
with that we leave at home. We may millake 
our call, or we may be called to die, w hile the ho¬ 
nor of conqueft is referved for others. We may, 
'for ought v/e know, groan for years under the con- 

fcqii cnees 







fe:jiienci3 of a precipitate ' condiiti:, and reproaA 
ourfelves for not having better underdooi our 
Shepherd’s voice. What the charity of . others 
may, and Ihonld, lead them to excufe as the error 
of an honed zeal, we {halt probably charge bn our- 
El'/esas the proud volatile miftake of an iinfincli- H 
lied heart. We may expafe ouvfelves to be the butt 
of thofecold fpirits v.^ho never had religion enough • 
to afpire to excellence ; to be admonifhed with ig¬ 
norant, but wounding good nature, I alvr iys told . 
you you, “midookyour call, and would foon be ' 
glad to come home and to be held up as a dif- .! 
couragement to thofe who would do well—“ Look . 
On that man; he began to build, and “ was not able 
to linidi.” We may aflually grieve God's fpirit; 
and never recover a pod as ufchil in the minidry - 
,as that we relinqiiiihed. And all this may be a 
very righteous and necelTary difeipline to humble k 
the min, who having only the qualification of a fer- 
jeant in militia, fliaU afpire to the rank of colonel ' 
in a regiment for foreign fervice. ‘d 

Far be it from me to difeournge any man ; but I 
mud hold out no falfe colors. To have a real call /: ' 
to raihions is a great honor and a great felicity ; ^ 
but to mldake our call is a fad thing both to our- ; 
fielves and to others. Nor is there any great dan- ' 
ger of mv difeouraging the man whom God «; 
prompts by his fpirit to embrace this calling. E{ut V 
fome.who are really called may be too hady ; they k 
may niidake their line of march, or engage before I 
the {igiial for engaging be given, I know of no / 
fpeclfic rules, for men whofe circa mdances maybe ^. 
infiiitely various. Here every one will reafo.nand k 
judge for himfelf*, here bemud dived himCelf of '(s ■ 
all prepoTedions on either fide, aud make diligent V 
enquiry of that God, who has promifed to 
wifdom to all who feek it. 

Suppodng tli£ midionary candidate has gone 
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sal this ground to his fatisfadion, the only thing 
remaining to couiplcat his. call will be a reafonablc , 
profpe€l of faccefs. To have this reafonahk prof- 
pc£l of fuccefs, his meafures mull be well confult- 
ed, and he mud be provided with every help, 
which the nature of the undertaking can require, 
Letiiiiu thenalk hirnfelf. Have I funds equal to my 
undcrti^-kiiig, and are the patrons and conduclors of 
the rnilTionhn England men of zeal andfpirit, fiich 
as I can make perfectly free with, wdio enter into 
all my views, and in whom I can perfectly confide, 
for every encouragement and fupport ? Do they 
leave me perfectly at liberty to a<d; abroad as I fee 
occafion, not fettering me with cold theoretical 
councils, and proi’eribing wnth decifion a line of 
conduct to me, which amufes them by their lire 
fide to chat over with a friend ? Unlefs he can an- 
fwer thefe quellions in a fatisfaftory manner, his 
meafures are not well taken ; and if he is zealous 
in his purfuit he may leave every thing and fulfer 
every tiling, to go to India or Japan to find his 
hands tied behind his back, when he gets there, and 
to pine away in vexation and difappointment. 

Let him alk farther, Have I fellow foldiers like 
minded with m 3 Telf, and is my million fo conned:- 
ed and conduced, that I can have a fupply of as ma¬ 
ny of them as my work fliall require? Have I 
fuchan acquaintance with the country wdiere I am 
going, of its climate, geography, police and man¬ 
ners, as 1 can rcafonably exped to anfwer upon 
a trial wfith thofe yiews which have engaged 
to go there ? If he goes alone he Ihould be a man 
of no little'ftature. Tliough he Ihould live and 
die like David Braincrd, he will in that cafe only 
relinquiili a greater good in England to do a fmailer 
one abroad. W here a tolerable number of Mifliona- 
ries are vranting a few individuals may be converted ; 
but the gofpeh will not b^fpread—^nothing will be 
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3 one aafwerablt to the idci^ of a mi Hi on. And I 
coiifels I cat! fee no reaCon for marching through 
tire and water to -convert a Bramin in India, \Vhen 
with half the labor ten of our own countrymen 
might be converted at home ; except it be to Iceep 
up the dying fiame ef miffionary zeal, until Chrii-' ' 
tendom be ihamei oat of the folly of condufling j 
Millions in this lazy, abfurd way. On the other’ 
hand, ffiould our information of the place we arc 
going to be defeflive, we ffiall proceed on fallc 
principles, and when practice is difeovered to be. 
fo oppofite to our theory, we fhall be liable to turn's 
on the heel, and fay, this is not the place to wliich. 

I aniarRlled. 

When a mlnifter has patiently examined thefe 
four topics, his ability, his willingnefs, his free-^ 
dom from thofe ties which prohibit the engagement, 
and the reafonable profpecl of fucceeding, and finds 
them all concurring to countenance the purfuit, he- 
will I think be in poffieilion of every thing which 
ought to be deiired, or can be obtained to make his 
call clear. He has nothing then to do, but to obey^ 
tlie dictates of his confcience,.and, calling his care 
U[)OR the Lord, to make trial of his apcillelliip... 
if he is blefled in his deed, ho fliall fee of the^tra- 
vail of his Redeemer’s toul, and of his own, and 
be fatisdeJ. His example will provoke liis breth¬ 
ren to jealoiify, and his fiiccefs encourage our ex-v 
ertlons. If he fails, he will difeourage 110 man?j 
who does not wiffi to be difeouraged. He may/ 
come home, a id tell his Brethren ingenuouay. 

« I have made the attempt and dud my felt inadc - 
« quate to it. Nevcrthelefs, the foundation abl- 

deth firm, the obligation of the duty is the fame,., 
« and do you who have more wifdom and piety 
« (land forward as the Champions of Chrih and 
« his religion. Let no man's heart fail on my ac-' 
« count i nor fuppofe bscaufe I have done nothiiig, . 

‘‘ thaV 
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« th'jt iiotliliig 13' to be done.by the manj retjcraris 
who fight undei: the c : q £ s . You cenfure inj 
“ I'iidiiicfs, you chide my puhllaniniity, and it id 
^ of little matter that my character link, under a 
“ weig!it of reproach which in many refpecls I 
“ have deferved; but do you arife and be jealous 
“ for your God. Conquell hovers over our ban- 
“ ners, if we dare engage with fpirit. I am in- 
** deed derjated, but not difcouraged ; I defpair of 
“ myfelf, but not of the cuufe of Ghrill. Go, 
‘‘ and redeem the honor I have loH. Wipe away 
‘‘ this vile difgracc, this unutterable fhamc, which 
reds'u]>oa the Chridian name. Let it not be 
“ faid that in the eighteenth century, in Eritaiu, 
amo.ng^ the thoufmds of niiniders of various de- 
nominations who are the gloryof the Churches, 
“ that men are not to be found who feel for man, 
Ghriilians who are not jealous for Chrid’s glory, 
“ miniders who cheridi the noble emulation of fol- 
** lowing the apodlcs. If you will not a< 5 l, God 
** will raife up Hones, to reprove and fhame you. 

If you will not acl, you almod jadiiY tliat te- 
^ mei'ity and cowardice which yoU'Cf^nfure. I 
“ have been defeated, but it was in the field> and 
after receiving many wounds ; but you, by more 
** lhameful cowardice, give up the caufe for lofb 
without making "one gener(/us effort. I have 
“ been raih in thinking of myfelf more highly 
“ than I ought to think ; but ^ ou almod provoke 
“ the repetition of m^; raumefs by undervaluing 
Chrid and his religion ; for when you are coltl 
where you ought to be animated by tlie molt 
lively zeal, it is enough to provoke babes and 
“ fucklings to take up arms, and if they cannot 
conquer, at lead, teach us to die for the Cantahi 
of our falvation.” In this drain may he addrefs 
his Brethren ; for whatever cenfure may red upon 
his midake, whatever want of fandidcation of 
H % heart 
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heart it maj iaier, if this he the grand tank which 
lies againft his charaaer, it is of a kind, efpeciallv »: 

when he comes to fee and confsfs it ingenuoufly, i i 

infers alfo fomethiag which will fupport him under j 
its confequbnces ;—as will, with Gotl’s grace, lead 
him lb real improvement, and render him more the ! 
o-bjea of elleem, than of reproach wdlii all who V 
love God. 

Next to the inekiraable and irreparable lofs of his 
o-wn foul in attempting, to fave the foals of others, | 
perhaps the moft iiifupportable (hock a milfionarj y 
can have to fupport, far worfe than death, is that 3; 
of total difappointment, together with a difeovery 0 
^f having millaken his obic^f. Yet to tliis total \ ' 
difappointment, to this dreadful difeoverv, is every 
man liable who engages in MilTions. This refiec- J, 
tion fhould guard us againfl: precipitate deteitnir-a- . j 
tion ; and teach us to meet di-fappomtiuents half '3 
way. When we are foaring in tire clouds, we Ihbuld a 
often bring ourfelves to the ground, by faying to j 
ourfelves, *’ Perhaps I “ may be raillaken in my 
—perhaps the nicfl cruel ** difappointmeiits %• 
await me.” Such thoughts are the more , needi'ui | 
as men of fire, and fuch millionaries will be, par- | 
ticularly need, them. Too often we deceive our- | 
felves by fuppofing conftitutional vivacity is Chrif- /■ 
tian zeal ; and, though we indulge tliefe humbling 
co.ifiderations to confolidatc our fpirits, as mucdi 
as poffible, if difappointment be at lajft our por* 
tion, we Iball find it hard enough to fuppofl the J ’ 
dreadful conculBon.when it comes. Few. men of 5 
candid minds are wholly blind to coidtituUonai fail- ii 
ings ; and if the miffionarv be fenllble that hh de^ 
feff leans to the fide of ralfefire, it will be doubly 
neceffary for h'm to labor after che llroager quali- J 
ties of gravity, firmnefs, aiad felf poficfiion ; and ^ 
to go forth in utru nque paratiis to win trop des, 
or tofuppcri.thedifgrace inevitably coiiCcquau on an 

uufuccefsful 
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unfuccefsful atternpt. Should’a miSion^iry fpirit be 
generally excited, many, who mean well, ydll be 
induced to venture, who, upop the trial, will find 
their ftrength infudicient for an apoftolic w'arfare. 
They mull, tlien, either relm(|uifli the war, or 
perfitt in it to their own ruin. In this dilemma, 
the man of feeling, honor, fpirit, may find fuch a 
quantum of pride, felf confidence, and impatience, 
in his compofition, as he never before fufpeclecL 
Hi^ feeling, his fenfe of honor, his fpirit, whicli, 
with a fhare of godlinefs, were perhaps the fecrct 
fpringo of his engagement, will now turn their 
flrcngtli upon himfclf, excruciate him. beyond 
imagination, and, if God’s infinite cempaflions 
do not prevent him, a^^d enable him to link quietly 
into his own nothingnefs at the feet of jefus, ho 
will become the prey of that proud forrow, wldch, 
in feripture language, .is faid to death ; or, 

in the phrafeology ot this world, he 'veiil hreah his 
hearts Tlie man who is perfvaded. to engage in 
milTions is free from this danger ; but he \’ho, 
with the femblanceof apoftolic zeal, without deep 
humility, meeknefs and patience, falls into this 
clrcumftance, will experience a hiuricane of padi- 
ons, which beggars all defeription. Much of this 
I liave known too well; and! make this confeftion, 
that my readers may learn, that I make a real and 
important diftinftion, between a well tempered 
7.eal, and that fpecies of fire which betrays levity 

and inconftancyof mind. ^ 

One more obfervation I fhall make on this fub- 
'a 1 v.’ouldnot difeonrage Midions, we 

muft beware how we indulge the afperity of ceii- 
lure againft rhofe who fail in their attempts. They 
have paid the penalty of their rafhnefs, as fully 
as any.man of humanity could wdfh. V/e fnould 
remember, it is eafter to attempt great things than 
to accomplifh them ; and if to the proud Iiumilia- 

tious. 
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tions of a man’s own mind, and thofe kindlier one’s 
of God’s good fpirit, this poor dejecled mortal to 
be reprehended, ridiculed, or, under the pretence, 
of pity, to be the objccl: of the vile co*ntempt of 
bafe minds, who will engage in great and perilous 
i^ndertakings ? Let Clmllians, then, imitate the 
dignity of a Roman Senate, apd, inilcad of ceu- 
luring what thoiifa ids can cenfure, and few dare 
imitate, treat fiich a one with a generous cjide- 
fcenliou which majfuilain his mind under ailiicllon, 
and encourage others to bold attempts to Lrve a 
grateful people. 

After all, as real Chrillians are few and falfc 
ones many,' he who becomes a niiilionary mult ex- 
pc£t; what he will certainly find—contempt andop-i« 
pofition all the way through ; and though it be 
our duty to treat him in the way I re^oimaend, it 
is evidently his duty to, drive after that lowlinefs 
of foul, which fettingitfelf under the eye of God, 
is neitlier elated with the praife, nor deje£t:ed by 
the cenfiire of men. In learning of Jefus to be 
meek and lowly in heart, we iliall llnd foiid and 
permanent reft. 


.j 

' 1 

i 


; j 



I remain, Reverend Brethren, 
Your affectionate, humble fervant, 

M. H, 
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Fathers and Brethren, 

I F we would fee a general fpread of the gofpcl 
and multitudes of ignorant Heathen gathered 
into the fold of Chrift, we 'fhould endeavor to 
mend the miliionarj road and to remove from it all 
unneceffary turnpikes : we ihould confider the ©b- 
jeftions, which are made to Millions, and, by giv¬ 
ing their, fatisfaffory anfwers, lhake off thofe fatal 
difeouragements, which counterafl our exertions. 
I beg leave to lay before you Inch of them as have 
fallen under my notice, together with fuch aii/wers 
as I have made to my feveral objedors. 

The firft trite objeaion thrown in the teeth of the 
man, who fpeaks in fivor of Miffions, is, IVe have 
Heathen.; enough in England, without croj/lng the 
fea to^nd them. Convert thofe we have at home 
firjl and then look to thofe abroad. — ch^e^- 
tion reminds me of the languap-e of onr Lord 
when affuming the cold, fevere air of the Pharifee' 
he made a trial of die faith of the Syro^phoeni- 
cean woman, who requeflcd a cure for her dauo-h^ 

ter- It^snotmcefto take the children's bread, and 

give It to dogs. And I think it may be well 
fwerci by the words of the affiaed mother, Eriah, 
Lord ; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs, which fall 
jrom t'ja children's table. If onr a 



f our Lord may decide 
as well as faith, in her 


the 
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the Heathens abroad will never be the better for 
our love. But, it Ihould be remembered, that our . 
European Heathens perilh bj the abule of that ^ 
knowle^e, for the lack of which other Heathens ' 
are undone. I add, that the Minilters who go 
abroad, fo far from being felt as a lofs-at home, •• 
will be the means of doing more good among us, 
than if they had continued in England. For foreign ^ 
Millions will have the fame influence on r-^iigion, 
us foreign commerce has upon agriculture andma- 
nufaflures. As Chriftianity prevails abroad, fo , 
it will fiourifli at home. Thus, what is allcdged i 
againft Miflions is a fubftantial argument for engag- | 
in them. 

Others object, I k/Kni* not that God's time for 
the converjion of the Heathens he yet come. When i 
St.. Faul would have gone into Afa, he was inhi- 
litedhy the fpirit and if St. Paul was ntijiahen ' 
in fuch a pointy well may we he fo alfo. —I anfvver y 
if my objector means to prove any thing, he y 
Ihould advance a ftep farther, and fay I know that -p 
God's time is not come ; and hecaufc St. Paul j j 

forbidden in the tourfe of his Journey to preach theif^^ • 
'^^ofpel in 4fia before he had vifted Macedonia and 
^Greece, (which were riper for receiving the gofpeQ . 
therefore y Chrijlian Minifiers mtiji not follow the | 
ApoflU's example, left, peradvcnture^ they fjould ^ 
aB under the inhibitions of the Spirit —But is / |- 
don't know, in the lips of any man, to^ oppofed | 
to the authoritative command of Chrift, ^ 
preach the gofpel to every creahtre ? And is it ' 
come to this, that eighteen hundred years after the ; 
death of Chrift, and notwithftanding the general : 
opinion of the Church evinced, by her engaging, 
moreorlefs. in MiiTions, from that time to this, , 
that we are in doubt about our Mailer's will on a ^ ^ 
fubica, which involves the falvation of fo large ' 
l^art of mankind ? li' thu be the cafe, how are wc 
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to know God’s will ? What muft the Mafcfty of 
Heaven do to fatisfy our iinreafonable fpirits ? An 
evil and adulterous generation feek forfigns. Our 
fcruples {lamp our charatier—S l. Paul’s inhibition 
proves tlie very point I contend for—that vve iliould 
a£b under the warrant of a general comniillion. 
St. Paul did fo. As a man of fenfe he made ufe 
of his reafon. He had undoubtedly fpecious rea- 
fons for thinking of going fir ft into Afia ; but; 
God, who fawfarther than he did, ordered him to 
take another route, and after he had fulfilled that 
miniftry, he refumed his defign to go into Afia 
and fpent a CO ifidsrable time there, his labors be¬ 
ing accompanied with the fame fuccefs which attend¬ 
ed him in other parts. We read of none of the 
Apoftles looking for particular intimations of the 
divine will to dire^ their labors. Sometimes they 
had extraordlmii'y intimations, and they 'obeyed 
them ; but, in their general coiirfe, after prayer 
and ferious deliberation, they did what appeared to 
them the moft advifeable. Lallly, 1 aik why arc 
we, in religion, to contravene every principle of 
common fenfe, upon which we act in all ether 
things ? Let us do our duty, and ceafe to move 
the councils of-Heaven for the knpwlege of what 
the Almighty is determined to conceal. Were St. 
Paul on earth, and an angel from heaven were to 
preach the do^rine contained in the objeHion, I 
am confident, the Apoftle wmuld ftrip him of his 
luminous apparel, and lay bis doctrine under an 
anathema, in all the Churches, 

An ebjeftion, fimilar to the one I have juft an- 
fwered, is urged in the following form— It appears 
that the order of evesits we are taught to expe'Ii 
from the Prophecies, is firji the deJiruBion of the 
Roman Antichrijl, the?i the converfion of the Jews, 
and, I Jl of^ all, the fulnefs of the Gentiles ; in 
work, the converted fews, it is thought, 

will 
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'i^^ 'dlhe the principalinjlrumentu The eonclujlon isf 
that the time is mt yet come for the converjton of the 
Heathens^ and that all our labor to effeEi it will be 
Iqfl. ^ To this reafoning, I anfwer fiift, that pro¬ 
phecies comparativelj obfeure Ihouldnct be put in 
cimpetitioii with the obligationvf dear and expli--’* 
tit precepts. Secondly, if all be granted which 
this objection alTumcs, it will not follow’ that wre 
ihould look for the grand events w’e hope to fee 
accomplilhed, in indolence and earelelTiiefs. If 
none but Jewiih Chrlilians dare fignalize their zeal 
for truth in the apoftoHc way, nor are to be ho¬ 
nored with apoibolic fuccefs, iv.uch, very much 
may yet be done by us, long b-^fore we fliall fee 
righteoufnefs coverkg the earth, as the waters do 
the face of the deep. How docs my objector know^ 
whether the Lord may not make ufe of the zeal of 
^ntcre Chriftians in fpresdlng his Gofpel, as one 


principal means of converting the Jew's ? And > j 
how many Millions may there not be brought to .-j 
God, before the fulnefs of the Gentiles fhalt come 
in ? Wc are told that our religion lhall liave 
a general fpread, an univerfal prevalence in the, | 
world, and w'e are commanded to preach the Gof- ( 
p(i to every creature : but inftead, of occupying £ 
our talent with faithfulnefs, we fairly bury it be- I 
caufe it is not ten. Becaufe tho time may not yet | 
be come for the grand converiion of mankind, we ^ 
take it for granted, Tnat the day is not come for the » 
converfion of any of them ; and becaufe we do net fi! 
hope for apoHolic fuccefs, we determine abfolutcly S" 
to do n<5thing at all. But fhull thofe fervants be 
pronounced blefled, w'hom the Lord diall find fo do- J 

“S • . . . . ■ ■ .. 'I ' 

A third objeclion anfes from the dilriculty of the J . 
undertaking. MiJJionaries at this day^ it is faid, 
ha-ve difficultles to Jlruggle withy which are altoyed'., 
ther infuperahle ; nor can men nnd money he raifed %\ 
equal to fuch extenf.ve undertakings, I grant, if we 3rjj 
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pVLt Oi-nnipotence out of the queflion, we have 
little encouragement to engage in this war. But, 
I alfo inhft, that the insuperable difficulties fpoken 
of exift only in our own cowardice. The Jefuits 
furmounted them all. The Moravians have done 
the fame. And pther men, who will imitate their 
intrepidity, will be equally fucceisfiil. Nor are 
the fums of money ncGeilary for tbefe undertakings 
fo great a-s may be imagined. 

When w'e have proper mifKonaries and have 
learned to condudl our Millions aright, the expence 
attending them will be greatly diminillied. Were 
as large afum as fifty thoufand pounds per annum 
expended in MifTions, what a triile would a fingle 
million of money be in the courfe of twenty 3 ^ear 6 , 
to be raifed among the Chriflians of England ? 
And while v^e pay fourteen or fifteen millions an¬ 
nually for the advantage of civil government, 
what a fmall offering is fifty thoufand pounds to 
our Immortal Sovereign for all the bleflings of his 
divine religion ? Say that the fum of thirty five 
thoufand pounds bounded our benevolence to our 
Heathen brethren, this v/ould be one million in 
thirty years. Certainly this money would he in¬ 
comparably better fpent than the millions confumed 
in one year’s w^ar ! In the laft year a fubfeription 
of more than twenty thoufand pounds was g’ven 
to the emigrant miniflers of the Galilean Church; 
and immenfe fums‘are laid cut on the fnpport of 
our poor, every year. I heartily approve of t’ds way 
of fpending cur money j but may I net afii, Is the 
fpread of Chiift’s religion a matter of con nion cha- 
liity, that we fl:ould part with money for MifTioiis 
wit!; as iiiuch relu(^a:ice as we would part with our 
bloodand ilnnk foit^^ or fifty tlioufand pounds, 
which a few Geatlernen of fortune ca i afibrd to 
throwaway on their pleafu res e\ery yeur, too large 
afum to be applied to the firfi, the*greatefi, -and 

moil 
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moft obligatoiy charitj under heaven ? And jet 
bj the expenditure of the fum T have mentioned 
mi^ht thoufands of Heatheuy every year, be 
brought fromdarknefs into Ihlit, and turned from 
the power of Satan to the few ice of Clod. 

The want of men is the laft thing to be feared. 
There exiils, at this day, in England, a greater 
number of men wlio willi for this employment, 
than can weil be imagined. They are to be found 
among all Denominations. Let us but enquire 
after them and they will appear. But fo long as 
Millions are difcouraged and vilified, few of them 
will bra id themfeU’’es for enthufiafls, by expref- 
great forwardnefs, and becoming ccindidates 
for them. 

It will ftill be objected that, F'a&.t do not jujlij^y 
[hefe fanguine hopes ; for no fruit has yet been de-- 
rived from Mifions, voorth the money, and toil, 
and Valuable lives, vohich have been expended on 
them ; and which might have been applied to better 
purpofe in Europe, I anfwer, the fafls alluded to, 
prove nothing but that Miilions have been very 
improperly conduced j and, that if they are not 
taken up with more fpirit, they are by no means 
likely to anfwer their end. But, I innft, that the 
fruit with which they have been attended, proves 
undeniably what may be done, when we exert our- 
ffelves as we ought to do. I infill, farther, that 
thofe Miflions tJiough unprodudlive, are very jufli- 
^ fiable, and have nnfwered valuable purpofes. They 
are juftifiable; for the men who have afled in 
them have done their duty, refpefled their confeien- 
cesi felt for humanity, proved their faith, afierted 
the honor of their religion, and glorified the vera¬ 
city, faithfulncfs and power of God. It fliall 
not avail that the world brands their lives with 
madnefs, and efteems their deaths without honor. 
W^ifdom will jufti^ her children. Thev have been 
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ivife, inafmuch as they have been faithful; for 
there is no man, who hath left father or mother, 
or houfe or lands, or friends or country, for the 
fake of Chrift, who fliall not receive an hundred 
fold in the kingdom of God. They have alfo an- 
fwered valuable ends. They willjuftify the ways 
of God to men, in the day of final account, and 
ferve to illuftrate his myfterious providence. They 
will condemn the Chriftian world of unbelief. 
They will have given a great e;}£.ample to us, as hav¬ 
ing chofeh affliction, not with the people of God, 
but with poor Heathens, in preference to all the 
riches and honors of Tgypt. When Chriftendom lay 
afieej^, they alone heard the found of arms, and 
joined the blefifed Captain of their falvation on the 
plains of IndoJflan, and in the frofls and fnows of 
Greenland and Labrador. Like Abraham they 
went forth to a far country; and though the ac- 
complifliment of the promife has not been unto 
them, yet, like that venerable Patriarch they have 
feen ChriiPs day and rejoiced. In the veracity of 
the promifes, they have feen his feed numerous as 
the faiids on the fea fhore, and refplendent as the 
liars of heaven. Tliey have obtained a good re¬ 
port through faith, and their bones, like thofe of 
Jacob and Jofepb, have taken pofleflion of thelancL 
of onr inheritance. They reft in glorious hope ; 
and tliough no proud Maufoleum of theirs attracts 
the eye of man, prone to gaze with falfe wonder 
on earthly pageants, yet Angels in amicable con- 
verfe will point out each hallowed fpot, and read 
the general epitaph —"Thefe were men of whom the 
world was not worthy ! They plead the catife of 
Chrilt with us, nor lliaH they plead in vain. 

Their voices {hall be heard, and all Europe fuall 
obey their call. They are the forerunners of the 
armies of Emanuel, and their labors the welcome 
drops which promife plenteous rain. Until this is 

brought 
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btouglit to p^ls, they have the honor to keep alive 
the fpirit of Millions ; and will claim a large (hare 
in the viaories of thofe, who Ih.iU come after 
them. 

Some pious men can indulge no hope of fuccefs 
in Midlons, u’iz/? the ivickednefs of Europeans ope^ 
rates to prejudice the Heathen againjl the gofpcl. 

We lament the fatal operation of prejudices which 
arile irom that quarter, but think they are prefled 
beyond all bounds of truth, No people were more 
prejudiced againfl Chnilianity, nor had more dread¬ 
ful caufe to befo, than the poor Indians of Califor¬ 
nia and'Paraguay j but their prejudices yielded to 
tiie force of rcafoiij and the perfev’'ering benevo¬ 
lence of t*ae Jefuits. Truth is great and willpre- 
A'-aiJ. No men are fo brutijb as not to be able td 
dlllinguilii between a friend and an enemy; and 
fierce lions have been fubdued by the blandilbments 
of gentle, human kindnefs. Beyond all this v/e 
muft look to the blcfling of the God we ferve, and 
the almighty grace of our Lord Jefus Chrill. To j 
hope tlie befl: is pious and wife. 

Many Moralifls, who, though bred up in the 
common forms and principles of Chriflianity, know 
not how to value tlieir religion, objed, death ■ 
of Chridveas a common facrifice ; his good fpirit is 
gi ven to all men ; and if the Heathens obey the ad~ i 
monitions of the Spirit ,* they ’will he accehtedT 
th 'oughthe merits of the KedeemeEs death. Why ' 
no'-j tJoeUy leave them to their c-iuitable fudge^ who ^ 
having given them but one talent:^ will not require 

from f ern the improvement of ten. -God will ; 

certainly judge tljein equitably, and will not ex- 
pefl to rdau what he has not Town. Vv'’c grant alfo, | 
that a Heathen may be faved without an explicit t'] 
revelatioiiVf th^ gofpel, though not without lanc-^l 
tiflcation or the Ipirit and the fprinkiing of tlie ^ 
blood of jdias. But this does net prove, that the | 

gofivri;;. 
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gofpelis.not aninellimablegift; or that it is not 
oui cUity to carry it to them.. Farther, 1 anfwer 
nueaioii with queilioii; andaik, if a man in Eng- 
la id may be laved, though ho cannot read his bi- 
blc,' what need is tiiere of his being able to read it ? 
If tiinple reading be fufficieiit, what need is there 
of liberal education ? If man mav live on bread 
and v/ater, what need of a profufion of meats and 
drinks? If the blind may travel from one part of 
the kingdom to another, by the bumble helps of 
his dog and llatF, what can there be deiirable in vi- 
hon, and all the accomodations of inns, carriages, 
and good roads ? Not to prefs my objedor with a 
hundred more fiich queftions, I aliirm, that Cl.rif- 
tianity gives a perfection to man ivh-.ch fets him al- 
mod on a level with angels ; and, that the fpiritual 
knowleT-e and piety of a Confucius or a Socrates, 
is no more to be compared with the attainments of 
the meancil: child of God under the difpenfation of 
Chrid, than the knowlege of a iriotteiitot is to be 
wci^died agaitid the cultivated reafon of a Newton^ 
TJic lad objection, I fhali notice, is of a more 
unequivocal nature than all the red, Mijjlonarics 
are a difgi'ace to any 7tatio?i* . Their attc7r.pts are 
hi-rhly datigerons ; for Jhould they fucceed in vitro^ 
duchig Chrijlianity into the Eaji and tVeJi Indies, it 
would produce revolt in our Colonies, and fubvert 
the Briti/Jj empire in hidojian, Tiiis objediou has 
in fubftance been urged in a Britiih Parliament, 
iti the Wed India lilands, and in the debates of 
the India Diredors. I confefs, I know not how to 
meet it in the way of argument. Tlie men who 
make it are as unfit judges of Ghridianity as tlio 
blind are of colors ; and are as muchdifpoied to re¬ 
ceive convidion from reafoning, as rocks arc dif- 
pofed to weep over human miferies. As the fer- 
vant of the Cord however 1 lWl.be told 1 mud be 
meek. Be it fo. The obje.cPip.n is either true or. 
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falfe. If it be true,the Dodrine of Cliilil 
docs really tend to produce revolt, and to fubvert 
empires, let us open our arms to French Atheifm. 

Let us renounce this religion of blood, which curf- 
es the world widi everlafting diforders and conten¬ 
tions ; and rejoice that we have lived to a day, 
when the endlefs whirl of elements and atoms hag 
produced fuch noble dilcoveries. Let us deify the 
fiend Marat; and let us tell all our worthy coun¬ 
trymen, who pick pockets, cutthroats, anddeliglit 
jii fuclv ingenuous arts, that they may difmifs all 
fears of vengeance from the crucified man of Na¬ 
zareth.-But Ghrillianity never did produce re¬ 

volt and fubverfion of empires. It has no tendency 
to produce thele dreadful confequences. If indeed 
it were propofed to fend forth booted Apollles, to 
convert the nations by fire and fvvord, the objec¬ 
tion would aflume the color of truth, and only the^ 
color of irutl ; for no unprejudiced man, whoever ; 
read the gofpel would dignify fuch miffionaries with ' 
the epithet of Chrijiian, If on the other hand the 
objedion be fidfe. It can merit no anfwer but that 
of indiguant filence. 

Should it be fuid thefe apprehenfions do not ori- 
A-lnate in any tendency which the religion of Chrift 
fs fuppofed to have to operate thefe effeiSls, b\it in ^ 
the accidental abufe to which it is liable from the ig- ' 
norant zeal of miffionaries, the implacable refent- / | 
mmts of Slaves, and the bigotted fiiperllition of 
the inhabitants of India, which would render them 
icalous of innovations in their religion, a fatisfadory 
anf wer may be given on all thefe heads. Miffiona-. 
ries can promife themfelves no advantage from ex- 
citing revolt from the Government which pretefts 
them. None but good men will engage in Mifll- 
only and they mult abhor every dodrine which 
aift’urba the peace of fociety. But a fmall lhare, 
©f common lenfe, and of acquaintance with their bi- 

bles, : 
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Ues, will teach them the nccefUty of enfovcmg on, 
their converts, that falutary dcdfriiie, which St. 
Paul taught to the numerous flaves of the Roman 
empire— Let as many fernia7its^ as are under the 
yoke, count their ow7i majiers worthy of all honor, 
that the name of God afid his doctrine be not lluf- 
p};>emed. Had the Apoflie preached other do6lrine> 
he would have armed one half of the world againft 
the other, and excited infurreftions and maifacres 
throughout the empire, in which the (laves were 
nearly as numerous as the freemen. But, if any 
milTionary be blind to this wliolefome doctrine of 
the Scripture, and if he be deaf to the confequen- 
ces of jjreaching otherwife, which he will not fail 
to hear from every quarter, let the laws claim, the 
penalty of his raihnefs. We will not exclaim that 
religion is violated by his puni(hme?it; and, we 
expect in return, that the doctrine of God be no.t 
blafphemed, and (bber minded mifTionaries yiliiied, 
for the dangerous folly of a few hot headed men. 

J have not heard that any bad confequences have 
arifenin our Colonies from the labors of- the Mora¬ 
vian and Methodift rphlionaries ; and 1 am in hopes 
that the fears of my Welt Indian countrynien are 
now pretty well calmed on that head. They now 
begin to feel the advantage of their rniniilry, and 
.invite them to labor among their (laves. 
When once thofe poor creatures, are made real 
Ghriftlans, they ahnoft forget-that they are (laves. 
They blefsGod for that afnicliv e providence, whicii 
tore them from tiieir native land, -and ail the cha¬ 
rities of life, (ince it has placed them in circum- 
llances favorable to the knowlcge of Chri(l, 
and the falvation of their immortal fouls. The 
awful prohibitions of Chriftianity not only v^rcil 
tile dagger from their hands, but deprive them of 
. the inclination to ufe it. Inileadof execrating their 
enemies, the love of Chrift compels them to blefs 

.and 
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»iid prar for tliem. Such arc the eTe^i, will* 
iniay others highly b:j:ie{icial, which Adw, -atur- 
allyand necetfirily, fram the i:itroiii£lion of gen¬ 
uine Chrihianity into our colonies. 

V/hat has been faid of the iiihuence of religion 
in the Wed Indies, will equally apply to the Bri- 
tifh Eenpire in India. We grant jealoufies may 
poTibly be excited among the Natives by the 
hutroduftion of Chrldianitv, efpecially among the 
Mahomedans, whdfe religion conhders it as meri¬ 
torious to make war on all milbelievers. But, 
when I redefl: on the general character of the na¬ 
tives of Indoftan, I cannot believe any infiirreclions 
on that account very- probable. If the Britifh 
power there Ihoiild fioTer fomething in the attempt, 
the fuccefs of the attempt mull give it a liability 
which it has not yet felt. And if the ambition 
and avarice of the India Company do not one day 
ruin their affairs, there is no reafon to fear that 
the God, at whofe command empires rife and fall, 
will overturn their empire for the damnable crimes 
of countenancing truth, piety, and benevolence. 
If Lidia Diredors are too far goi]e in earthly 
policy to attend to thefe reafonings, we need not their 
fervic'js. In Calcutt a we dare a-Tert the liberties of 
Eui(liihmen, and the riglit of Chrift’s fervants to 
preach tlie gofpel to every creature. If thofe li¬ 
berties are ret'ufed, and that right is laughed at, I 
hope the Ead will foon be filled with midlonaries, 
who dare futferaiy thing which the Governors of 
India dare indi d, a id who, under lhe fiercell lire of 
perfecution, flvall fpread, on every fide, the light 
of the Glory of God, in the face of Chrid Jefus. 

Having run over this firing of obje(5lions, and, 
as 1 hope, given tliem a fatisfa^lory anfwer, I beg 
leave for a moment to call your attention to aconfi- 
deraticn not irrelevant to the fabjecd of Midions.— 
Is nothing to be done for the millions who groan 
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tinder the iron rod . of Antichrifi ? Will it be a 
fufheient reafon for Proteftant Miiiifters to give to 
Jefus Chrift, for not declaring the truth of the- 
gofpel in Italy, Spain, and Portugal, that there 
are inquilitions in thofe countries, and that our 
lives rnufl be the forMtiire of - doing our duty ? 
Would not the Minlllers of the Gofpel, in the 
early ages, h' ave bluHicd at fucha plea ? What is 
become* of the zeal- which afluated oiir forefathers 
at the Reformation ? Italy abotinds with Materi- 
alifts and Atheiils. Even-in-Spain and Portugal, 
the gloomieft regions of hateful fuperftiticn, there- 
i'3 reafon to believe that many thoiifands would 
give a hearty reception to the Proteftant doctrine. 
K6me is now dCfenckd by Britilh valof. Her 
Mitiifters, who'in their t-iirii, fall under the edge 
of that fvvord, which they once wielded until itr- 
was drunk with Prcteliant blood, may have learn¬ 
ed modoratlon from their fulFerings. Foftered in 
the benevolent bofoms of Englilh Proteftants, wit- 
nefling a icrioiis regard to religion in this country 
which thej^ could hurdly believe exifted among us/ 
and obferving the fraternal love which unites us, 
and is the happy confcquence of mutual toleration" 
may we not hope that this is a favorable time for 
difeuffmg, unth candor and benevolence, the grand 
truths in diiputo between the Roman and Protef- 
tant Communions ? (diriftendoin is now' w'eary of 
the Papal yoke. It has been too long raiftaken by 
many for the eafy yoke of Jefus ; and while they 
revolt from Rome, they at the fame time renounce 
alle riiince to God, and his Chrift. Are no means' 
then, to be ufed to remedy thefe dreadful evils, but 
that of the exterminating fvvord? Surely, much 
may he expeaed from rational controverfy. Our 
bocks may be circulated through Europe, ar-d they 
will convey the beft antidote to thofe poifo-ous 
publications, whereby Fi euch Atheifts are over- 
^ turning 





63 


LETTERS ; 


1 


turatnj rcligio-i, morals, and government in the 
worli.^ The reafons, which vindicate the proprie¬ 
ty of exhorting you to undertake Millions among 
Heathens, will evince the iieceTity of doing the 
fame a n ) ig the Gatholms and the followers of 
Mahomet.^ And may we not believe, that God 
will take it well at our hands, before his judgments 
wholly overwiielin Babylon, if we give a loud and 
afihTionate call to all who fear God, in any. degree, 
among her fons, to flee from the evil to come, and 
tp relmcjuilh her Communion, before ihe finks in 
avenging fire ? 

Earneilly befeeching the God of all mercy, to 

(rive us in all thefc relpeds, and in every thing elft 

whicli iavolves our duty andfaithfulnefs, as St.e«>; 
aids of the myfteriea of Chriil, an houeft ^d en¬ 
lightened judgment. . 

^ I remain. Reverend Brethren, 

your affedionate, bumble fervant, 

M. H. 






CN -MISSrCKS. 


97 


EIGHTH LETTER. 


’ Fathers and Brethern, 


I N a former letter, I endeavorctl to excite your 
zeal by fetting before you the example of the 
Apoftles. In the prefent letter, I fliail attempt to 
call forth the fentiments of lliame, indiguation, and 
felf contempt, /by reminding you of the condiiil: 
of the children ’of this world, whom our Lord 
pronounces wifer in tlieir generation than the chiL 
dren.of light. 

Tlieir fuperior wifdom is feen in the agreement 
of their principles and practices; in the fitnefs of 
the'means they eitiploy tO'thc ends they would ac- 
fomplilh,; in the bpldnefsi andconipreheniion of 
foeirpHhs j and in the policy, energy^ and perfe- 
vcraace, .wuh which they ciTea their purpofes. 
Nor is this t6 be,wondered at. Tliey are childreli 
of the world. Taey liye in their own element * 
and breathe a congenial air. Familiarly conver- 
fant with the pbjecls around them, they tread a 
beaten path, and animate ^acli other by their num- 
hcFs and their fliouts. Their principles originate 
Jn thqir nature, are .Hrengtlienecl by early habits 
fbarpened by education, and receive their perfec* 
non from that grar.d feience the knowlege of life" 
in which theydfnd the major part of all rani-g an’ 
proving, avowing, vindicating;, applauding, and 
acLiig upon pnncip.es fimilar.to their own. They 
difcoy-cr their leading intcre-ft with inftinaive fajri 
city and hunt down’their prey vvltiuhe ficrccnefs of 
tne lion, or the crafty doublings of the fox. 

With the children of liglit, who dwell* in the 

midfl 





^8 LETTER 

midH: of darknefs, it is far otherwife. Their prin¬ 
ciples, fpirit, and manners, have little aflinity with 
thofe of the world ; and thej are naturally defpif- 
ed, hated, and ridiculed by her children. As 
ftrangers, they traveffe an uhknowh country; as 
pilgrims, they enjoy few accommodations ; and as 
foldiers, they tread on hofiile .git>und, and light 
their way with difficulty. Too often, difeouraged 
by the feverity of their warfare, and the tedioiif- 
nefs of their exile, they wilh for the wings of the 
dove, that they might flee away, and be at reft. 
With implacable refentments the God of this world 
and his armies purfue them, as the fugitives of his 
kingdom ; and, what is ivorft of. all, they carry in 
their ovm breafts traitors, who would perfuade 
them to return from the fatigues of the wildernefs 
to the flefh pots of Egypt. Their old man ftrug- 
gles againft the new one, inveterate habits recur, 
and the ftubborn principles of earthly policy, at 
one time, refill the tvifdom which cometh from 
above, and, at another, modify and acCbmnaod'ate it ^ 
to the interefts of the flefh. Hence religion fits 
aukwardly upon us. Hence our purpofes are bro¬ 
ken ofl^, poftponed, or executed with a timidity and jg 
fuptnenefs, which deprive them' of half their ef- ^ 
feft, and indicate that they pofiefs but half our 1 
hearts. ^ 

But, if the children of this world oftei^ feduce j 
U 3 to evil, they alfo afford many admirable lef- ] 

fons how to do well.* In the present cafe, we may 
learn much from them ; and from the'tnonarch to 
thepeafant their conduct in their refpe£livc fta- " 
tions, will fhame the cowardice and ina£livity of ’ 
the miniftersof Chrift. | ; 

Let us firft call our eyes on the mafs of men, | 
foldiers, failors, laborers, and low m echanics, f 
who are called plebeians, the vulgar, the rabble, 
the herd. Thefe poor men toil to extreme lafii- 

tilde, 
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tudc, allay-the cravings of hunger with coarfc’and 
fcanty diet, , fimn neither, hardfhlp nor danger in 
their occupations, accelerate the approach of age- 
and decrepitude, and have their. feehngS; tortured 
with the infolence of command, and the.vaned 
feenes of dome ft ic diftrefs attendant on povprty^ 
Xhoufahds of thejn are contiuurdly crulped in 
mines, burnt i n furnaces,, immerged in v/aters, 
poifoned, flaughtered, wracked to death with rheu- 
matifm, or pine away in confumpticn, Ten thoii- 
fand fatal cafualties are daily hurrying them into 
eternity. ,Yet they do notyomplain, but are con¬ 
tent and cheerful. V^ith manly firmnefs, they fup- 
port’the load of life, and‘calmly, tread the path 
which condu£l;s them to their enL tor lix pence 
a day, the foldier expofes his life, and when the 
ball penetrates his cheft, or his vitals palpitate on 
the bayonet, beguiles his apguifti with the thought 
that he falls on the bed of honor, and dies in the 
defence of his country. . For a trifling ftipend, the 
mariner Encounters all the dangers of the deep, and 
braves a war of ' elements. Amid thick darknefs, 
loiid thunder, livid lightening^ and deluging rains, 
he mans the rocking yards, climbs the'reeling maft, 
or toils at the laborious pump. Faithful to his 
lliipmates, and obedient to the mafter, he declines 
no fervicebut courageoufly keeps death at bay un¬ 
til he finks beneath a mountain of waters. - All 
this do thefe poor men rilk and -fufTer, ftrange to 
tell, without^ one Chriftian, principle, to fupport 
the foul; While we, under all the fanElions of re¬ 
ligion, boafting patrician minds, enlarged with fei- 
ence, and fuperipr to vulgar flights, ^<7re not imi¬ 
tate their hardihood. A mcrfel of bread which is 
all they feek, and all they gain, weighs heavier on 
the balance than the love of Chrift, the glory of 
God, the falvation of men, the authority of ferip- 
t»re, thefenfe of right, the principle cf honor, and 

all 
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all the praife and glory of an idirnortal yrown ! f 
Well might oar Lard e::horc us fop the' 

bread that pr^riilieth not, and to to eater ia 

at the iLvaight gate! , ' ' V ., ‘ 

Condder next the dicers of th3 armj and nav^'. 
The/ are born as edacat'ed as and. 

have as large ihafe bf the good ^ngs'of this worli 
as the miiiifters pf the gdfpel. ‘ They hire refined l i i 
theit ideas, ofteneifeaiiaate in theii* manners, and 
in their perfons, not‘ more robnit tha’i oprfelve^ 

But when, their country calls for their tVofds,.they 
come forth with a commendable gaUa:itry ,y and,, 
without the liai'dy habits of. the private, 'go' 
through the fame fatigt^es, and confnuit the fame 
perils'. ' Not content with ddngp.rs '.they 

cannot fliuh, tli^'principle vof honor, ancl .the hop^ 
of prefermen't, puih them on to feek qccahons of 
diflincbion by atchievemeats of heroifm. Never- 
thelefs, they have parents, wives, and children, ac- j j 
we have, who depend for ,a niaintenance on the i; 
lives of .;vhidr they are'fo prodigal. ' 1^; 

Blit flow do the odicers of the ai-mies of Chriit 15; 
conduid: them'felves . Little;better, t am' fofry 
to fay,'tban afi unaifciplined' fniUtia, who ..Tiaye 
covenanted to %ht only pro ari's et focls and vvhd S \ 
are encouraged to p.it o.i a red coat and parade in I 
military pomp, bcc.iule they flatter ' themfelvei 
they ihall never be brought to pufli a bayonet. 

To fee U3 e'^ercife at horUe might give a liigh idea 
hf our courage and pro'wefs, if it . were not too 
well underfliood that \ve' had ah invincible diflike 'to _ 
hard blows and long iharches. Good God ! what |! 
flowing eloquence, what ftrength of rcafohinr, | 
what animated declamation,, do we hear from our 
pulpits ! What potent demouflrations of the truths ' 
of Chriftianity, what confutatio.is of ihfldclity, -U'’ 
what accvirate inveflagation of moral duties, what | 
Tchetnent recoihmendatioa of Chrifliin graces, 
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employ the x^rcfs 1 And \Vho would riot think, 
that among the mariy \vh6 write and fpeak Inch 
things, a tolerable number might be found to pro¬ 
pagate in foreign parts a religion of which we are 
fo proud at home ? Alas^! while we have foft 
pulpits and well drefled'OOngVegandns, fnug livirigs 
iind(|uiet cures, good food and decent clothes, aiid 
may relle\m the dry Itudy of the 7\^pOitle3 and 
Prophets, by wantoning in the circle ot ancient 
and niod-rn fcience, we manoeuvre to admiration^ 
But to abjure all fcience except that of the gofpeb 
to compalb fea and land for the love of Ghnfl:, to 
proftitute our eloquence by llammering in a barba¬ 
rous tongue, to exchange ouf'polilhed; friends for 
favage afibciates, to break our Conltithtion until 
hardships in'a fickly dime, arid to put off the fine 
Gentleman, that,v/e may put on the r.ougii garb of 
Chrift’s foldiers, are things hardly mentioned, and 
never taught in our colleges^nd univerfities. 

Wliat a pity it is, Reverend Brethren, that 
men like US fo gentle and pjicificj' fo averfe to the 
alarms of war, fo unambitious of martyrdom, 
and fo'enamoured of tlie fciences, fnoiild have en- 
lilled under the banners of a Prince who afiedled 
to be neither philofopher,. grammarian, nor rh6- 
torician ; who fufferedfo much in his own perfon 
as to be willing to allow fmall intervals of repofe 
to his followers ; who, inftead of putting pens in 
our hinds, lays crofles onoiir backs ; and who in- 
fledd of deceiving us with fair fpeeches, and allu¬ 
ring hopes of fecular emoluments, declares unccr 
renioniouily, that if any man will not deny him- 
felf and joIIow him, although it be to certain 
death, he is unworthy of him !—Would to God 
this were a fubjedt in which there was no place for 
tiiefc biting ironies. " But I am fick at heart. 
I blufii for myfclf and the lionor 
of my corps, and mull write what T feel. 

ShaU 
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Shall the principle of honor, and the hope of flow, 
petty, precarious preferment, advance the chil¬ 
dren of this world to the rank of heroes, wliilc 
the cOTtain, glorious preferments held out to us by 
the Son of .God have no power to move iis, but 
are'trodden under foot, ^s though they were hulks, 
or we were fwine ? , , 

Adyance uei'itj .yeTohs of learning, arts, experi¬ 
ments, and try upon iis lagging facers, the powers i 
of 3 'our manly eloquence, .and the evidence of 
your demonftratioiis. In the prefent century, Ge- 
ogtaph}'and Aftronomy have received great im¬ 
provements, at confiderable expence, by long, ha¬ 
zardous voyages, travels full of fatigue and pe¬ 
ril, and painful cbferyations taken id the Afclic 
Circle, on the fummits of tlie Andes, and in the 
lllands of the South Seas. By thefe undertakings 
the names of Cooke, Wallis, Banks, Ledyard, 
Haughton, . Mauperdus, and others, have been 
refeued from oblivion, and will bi handed down to 
pollerity, together with the names of the great i 
Kings, whofe commands they executed, as long as 
the records of fcience iball fubfift. But are obfer- . ’ 

vations of the tranfit of Venus, the menfuratioii ^ 

* of a degree of longitude, the folving the problem ij 

of a Soutliern Continent, objects of fuch magni- 
tilde? Will they exonerate the Princes who com- 
manded, or the men who performed their com¬ 
mands, from the imputation of idle curiolity, un- 
juilifiable temerity, and a wafle of treafiire and of 

“ . blood? If t;hcy do, and if He who made man in 

his own image, and redeemed him by the death ot | 

his own .Son,' be ablp to appreciate the value of an ^ ■ 

immortal foul, are there riot inducements to draw r ! 

the Minillers of Chrift to Africa, Afia, and t: e i [ 

South Seas, infinitely more w’prthy of a noble 
mind, than the acquilltion of wealth or the im- 

# prpvepient of fcieiice? ,. Shall religion refufe to 

. ' follow. 
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follow, where the love of fcience leads ? Or, have 
the ambaffadors of Godlcfs affiance on his protec¬ 
tion, than the naturalill who explores the dange¬ 
rous chafms and tremendous crater of a volcanb ? 
O God of the Chriftians, fuffier it no longer . If 
the great and ftrong decline the connief, let the b^fe 
and weak*again fiiew the world, that thy fiiajyHy 
condelcends to employ the meaneft iiiitruments, 
and that thy religion prevails not by the wifdom 
of man,, but by the powers of thy fpirit, O Lord ! 

The mighty afls of Commerce Ijhould not he 
forgotten. What has ffie not eiTe;5led ? She na¬ 
vigates every fea, levels mountains, trayerfes the 
deferts, and throughout the world changes the 
wliole face of Nature. She rules the fehatc, con¬ 
trols. the field, and difpenfes peace or war as ffic 
plcafes. She alTerts univerfal empire, and calling 
the nations, peoples, and languages to the plains of 
Dura, commands them to fall down and wor^ip 
the golde;n image die has fet iip. 

From the time that Columbus led the way to a 
new world, and De_ Gama, ikirting the coafl of 
Africa, penetrated to the Indian Ocean, and the tiea- 
fures of the Eaft, how amiable, how uncorrupt, how 
’ fweetened with human kindnefs, how marked with 
every charadler of our religion, how beneath all 
praife and recompence, except fuch ,as God can 
give, has' been the conduel of the merchants of 
Portugal, Spain, Holland, France, and England ! 
From that bleflcd asra, with what a ihighty tide has 
their benevqlence rolled to the American, the Af¬ 
rican, and the Afian ffiores ! What iflands has ^t 
not peopled ? What barbarous country has it not 
civilized I What arts and laws acknowlege not its 
creating power and foftering care ! What emanci¬ 
pated Have does not extend to heaven his unfetter¬ 
ed arm, and bear teftimony to it ! ! ! 

K ^ 


All 
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All hail, Chrlftiaii Europe ! All.hail, ye her 
fceptered Rulers, Defenders of the Faith, MoR 
Faithful, Moll Ghatholic, Moft Chriftian Kings ! 

Ye Nobles, and ye mitred Billiops of her realms ! 

Yc princely Traders, and ye legaf Seers ' Ye Lead¬ 
ers of her hods by land and fea, who rule the 
ftorm of war, and bid her battles bleed ! Others 
have done well; but Thou, Christian Europe, 
excelled them all! Tlie Greek, Roman, Saracen, 
Turkman, lartarfword, has thinned the nations ; 
but Thou, great in arts and arms. Queen of the 
Eartli, and facred Mother of Chriiiians, haft »v?ry i 
wnere planted the ol'.ve, and embraced thy fpecics | 
with maternal arms! The fpirits of the Incas, 
Montezuma, Allan Rajahs, Indian Chiefs, AlW- 
can Princes, Kings of Achin and of Crmus, and 
the myriads of their murder el fubjcRs, watch over 
thy peace, and make interceihon for thy profperity 
before God 1 Thy laurelled foldiery, thy trium¬ 
phant fleets, and the numerous carriers of thy 
trade, return to thy bleflcd kingdoms lefs richly 
fraught with gold and coftly merchandize, rlian la¬ 
den deep with bcaediftion, and the grateful accla- . 
mations of the tribes of man ! Exult ye Martyrs, 
in fons who thus perpetuate your fame ! Rejoice, ’ j 
Apoftles, in thefe peaceful, righteous trophies of the 
crofs ! And Thou, Father of all, contemplate thefe 

fair--Forgive, God of all mercy, forgive the 

ptefumption of this addrefs ! For ever, if it be 
polTible, for ever let thefe abhorred a£ls be blotted 
from the memorial of thy holiaefs. But if the 
earth, bathed with gore, and fattened with human 
carcaflTes, cries loudly for vengeance, and if the fa- 
crilice of thine immacula e Son may not be prodi- 
tutedto varnilh crimes, an I to ftiield the murderer 
and fpoiler from thy thun Icm-, grant, that in that 
day, when thou make<lir:<^uilition for blood, I may 

no^ 
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not bo found gmltj of filence where I ought to have 
fpoken, or be criminated for burying tlie talent 
wdiich ought to have been employed in confoling 
the mourner, wiping away the tear from his eye, 
and alleviating the galling weight of his chain, by 
declaring to the captive the glorious liberty of the 
children of God, and opening to his ra^^iihed foul, 
fome profpecls of a better country, where no Chrif- 
tians third for gold, where the wicked ceafe from 
troubling, and tlie weary are at reft! 

Do you alfo. Reverend Brethren, forgive the 
traiifports of my feeble mind. But the tranfaclions 
I allude to, exceed fo far any exertions I have been 
able to difcover in the frozen regions of the Church 
that I was feized with the madaefs-'^of the multi¬ 
tude, and could not refill the temptation of bowing 
my knee, and worihippiiig at the united altars of 
Commerce and of Rapine. Your fober minds will 
reafon where I have only felt; but permit me to 
hope, that to your reafonings you will aflbeiate a 
portion of mv feelings, and you will then have 
fiicli an application of the fubjeft as I could 
wifii, 

A few otter Ikins at Nootka Sound, foon excited 
the fpirit of adventure in Europe, and not long 
after the Engliih and Spaxiial-ds v/ere going to cut 
each other’s throats about them. This, it feems 
v/as perfectly confona it to rigiit-reafon. Nobody 
furjrefled the nations were mad. And is there ^ 
man amou V all the ivliiiiiiers of Chrifi: who will 
treat me as mad for exhorting, niy Brethren in the 
G.ifpel Mmiflrv, to propagate religion with as 
much zea' as the men of the world trade and fivht 

for otter kins? God forbid! ^ 

Thus re/iewiag ad ranks and orders of men, v/e 
fee tnat tiie chdd-'en of this world are wifer, bolder, 
and iuore luccelsiul in their generation tha j the 

children 
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children of light. Earneftly befeeching the Lord 
to give jou all to feel how llronglj they reproach 
us. 

I rc’ni.ain. Reverend Brethren, 

Your affe^liohate. Brother, 

M, IL 




NINTH LETTER. 
jfathers and Brethren, 

H aving traced the general outline of What 
I have to oiFer oh Midions, I leave it to be 
filled up by your private meditatious, or by fome 
abler artiil, who may be excited to prefent you with 
a finhhed piece on this interefting fubje^l. But I can¬ 
not perfuade myfelf to lay afide my pen, without again 
addrefiing to you the word of exhortation, and when 
fo many are forward in calling you into the field of 
political, or polemic, difcultioii, certainly I maybe 
Ijpld in provoking you to love of the moft difinter- 
eflcdkind, and to thofe good works which arc the 
moll acceptable to Cod, as they originate in the 
pureil principles. 

In the Reverend Mr. Carey’s Publication on this 
fubjeiSl, I was ftruck with the following palTage, 
which 1 fiiall requell permifiion to lay before you. 

A Chrlllian miniller is aperfon who in a'peculi- 
** ar fenfe is not his own ; he is the fervant of God,. 
** and therefore ou^^ht to be wholly devoted to him. 

- Br 
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** entering on that facred office, he folemnly under- 
takes to be always engaged, as much as poffible, 
in the Lord’s work, and not to cliuCe his own 
** pleafure or einploymrnt, or purfue the minidry 
“ as a thing wliich is to ferve his own ends, or in- 
“ tereds, or as a kind of bye ivor.L He engages 
to go w’here God pleafes, and to do, or endure 
** what He fees fit to command, in the exercife ox 
** his fundion. He virtually bids farewell to 
friends, pleafures, and comforts, and Hands Li 
^ readinefs to endure the grcatefl fulFerings in the 
" work of his Lord and Mailer—It is inconfidciit 
“ with minlilcrs to pleafe themfwives v/Ith the 
‘‘ thoughts of a numerous auditory, cordial friends, 
“ a civilized country,' legrd protedion, affiuence, 
“ iplendor, or even a competency. Tlie flights 
** and hatred of men, falfe friends, gloomy prifons 
** and tortures, the fociety of barbarians of un- 
‘‘ couth fpeech, miferablc accommodations ia 
wretched wildemeCes, hunger ^ thirfl:, naked- 
** nefs, wearinefs, andpainfulutfs,hard work, andliu 
** tie worldly encouragement, Ihould rather be the 
“ objedsof their expedation. ' llius the Apofl.le« 
“ acted in the primitive times, and endured hard- 
inefs as good foldlers of Jel*us Chrift ; and 
** tliough we, who live in ^ civilized country, 
where Ghrifiiaiiity is proteded by law, arc 
not called to fuffer thefe things while we 
contmue here, yet, I quelHon, whether all are 
“ i^dified in flaying here, while fo many are pc. 
rifiiing without tlie means of grace in ether 
lands. Sure I am that it is entirely contrary to 
“ the fpirit of the gofpel, for its miniilers to be 
aduated by inter^fled motives. On the contra.. 
‘‘ ry their commiffion is afufficient call for them to 
venture all, and, like the firft Chriflians, go 
every where preaching the gofpel.” 

Ihcfe, Reverend Brethren, arc fentiments wor.,. 

r th7 
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thy of our charader as the Ser^j&nts of God, Rc^ 
jecled Id/ raercenar/ effa/ifts and fafliionable de¬ 
claim srs they find acceptance with you, and arc 
cherilhed in your breads; but, alas! how negli¬ 
gent are we in giving thefe principles their proper 
culture ! 'Principles did I call tfieny? —To what a 
dilemma am I reduced ? Shall I wound you, of 
wr(xig the truth? Better far, if it be fo, to offend 
men than God. No, Brethren, I dare not call 
them principles^ otherwife than as they are princi¬ 
ples of a fpeculative fublime theory, which few of 
u5 care to pra<5life. In the clofet W’e fometimes 
meditate upon, them with delight; in the pulpit 
we enforce therri with energy ; l)ut how foon, how 
very foon, do we go away, and forget what man^ 
ner of men we are ? . ‘ - g^,. 

Who is he,” faid the beloved difciple, **d;hat 
overcometh the world, but he that believeththat 
Jefus is the Son of God?” Alas! of the thou- 
fands of our Ifrael, whether minifters or their 
flocks, how few are they wdiofe religion will hear^ 
this teft? Where are the holy, happy fpirits 'v1iq|| 
have overcome the world, and by a truly glorioua yl*! 
victory call contempt on Macedon and Rome ? 
Where are the men whofe converfation is fo in 
heaven, who fo behold the glory of God,-.as to be t 
railed above the interefts, the hopes, the fears, the 
potnpsand vanities of our petty fyftem ? O how very 
few there are to whom we can point with our fin¬ 
ger and fay, that man is truly apoftolic ! The great } l 
majority of fuch as, in the judgment of charity, j 
may be deemed fincere Chriftians, are, neverthe- |! 
iefs, in a feeble, infantile, unfettled ftate, halting 
often, fomefimes Humbling, grieving their friends * 
and affording triumph to their enemies. Notwith^ .< i 
flandihg the revival of religion which has taken, i 
'place ill England, in the laft fifty years, what littl^';j j 
ne£s of faith, what coldnefs of love 'is there among j 
'' vislj \ 
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Us? While we compailj ourfelves among ourfelves 
we are all difpofed to affume piraife; but when we 
place ourfelves in the light of God’s countenance, 
with what difficulty do we endure the divine fplen- 
dor ? What doubts, what feats, too often repel 
our confidence, confound our fpirits, flop our 
mouths and prevent the delightful accents of Abba 
Father, which can alone gladden our hearts? 

When, I confider the Hate of things among us, I 
wonder that infidels have not thought it worth their 
while to follow, more generally, in the track of 
Mandeville, and relinquiffiing the attacks upon the 
dodlrine and evidences of Chriftianity, direfted 
their malice to a more vulnerable part, and ftabbed 
our Savior through thf perfons of his follpwers. 
Where truth and brotherly kindnefs find fo much to 
teiifure and lament, what haVoc might we not ex¬ 
pea from ignorance, falihood, and malignity? 
This indeed appears to have been the mode of at¬ 
tack adopted by Voltaire and other peftiferous fpi¬ 
rits on the Continent. ’^Thcy have prevailed. The 
r eligion-of Jefus is proferibed, his fabbatbs are 
changed, his,crofs trampled upon, and his mediation 
defpifed. But could Voltaire and his nefarious 
colleagues work fuch wonders ? God forbid ! >The 
Priefts, the Priefts betrayed their God and iheir 
religion. Their bigotry, fuperflition, fecular and 
fpiritual wickednefTes, have made their ficcks infi¬ 
dels and atheiHs, and a holy, righteous Gcd has deli¬ 
vered them over to be deftroyed and plundered, by 
the miferable men whom they have provoked to 
madnefs, and caufed to blafphcrne that venerable 
name by which they v;ere called. May we fee the 
rod, and learn inftru6tion from their fall! May we 
be jealous of our miniftry, and compel men to re- 
fpecl it, by fo making the light of our My con- 
verfatiou to ffiine before them, that tbej^ay fee 
our good work-s and glorify our-T^er who is in 
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tiearcn. The miniHrj hrsJong ffillcn linger great 
contempt among us, ard me laity too generally 
confider us as m.ere fccular men, who declaim for 
pay and with vile gr^.ace, one day out of feven^ 
hold forth a language, which if true, condemns 
burfelves as much as thofe who hear us. In Head 

of blaming them, let us reform ourfclves. Iiiflead 
of talking of the dignity of our charadler, let us 
learn to feel and to fupport it. Let us fhew them 
that we defpife money, are fuperior to popularity, 
and have renounced all meddling with what is for¬ 
eign to cur calling. Let us maik the example of 
f5t. Paul, “ Giving,” as he fays, no offence in 
** any thing that the miniflry be not blamed ; but 
“ in all things approving ourfelves as the miniirers 
** of God, in much patience,in affli6lions, in nccef- 
fities, in dift reffefs, in flripes, in imprifonments,^ 
*• in tumults, in labors, in watchings,- in fafiirgs, 
** by purenefs, by knowlege, by long fuffering,- by 
** kindnefs, by the Holy Gholl, by love unfeign- 
ed, by the v/ord of truth, by the pow’erof God, 
by the armor of righteoufnefs on the right hand 
** and on the left, by honor and difhoncr, by evil 
report and good report: as deceivers and yet 
“ true; as unknown, and yet w'ell known; as dy- 
/* ing and behold we live ; as chaflened, and not 
** killed; as forrow^ful, yet always rejoicing; as 
" poor, yet making many rich ; as having nothing, 
and yet pofTefling all things,” 

Let us do this, and the miniflry will hold up its 
Lead. And fhould it be thought, that the cirenm- 
flances of our living in a Cbriftian country and en¬ 
joying the prote<^lion of equal laws, difpenfe with 
our exhibiting fome of thofe atteftations of our 
miniflry wdiich the Apoflle enumerates, I beg leave 
to obferve that as a mere nominal Chriflianity in 
our countrymen wull never fhield us from contempt, 
hatred, reproach, and perfecution, as far as the 
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iavrs of the lar^l will permit, in the faithful dif- 
difirge cf cur minifliy, fo the poiTefTion and exer- 
cife of fervent and expanfive charity, both to the' 
ev:l and the good, would necefTarilj tn^tc lis fjm>a 
bollze with the Apoflles in labors, watchings, faft- 
iiigs, afilidion, ncceiUties, and diftrclics of variciis 
Iiinds. An attempt to do much good is the furc way 
to fuller much evil. Provided we will let the world 
go on as it pleafes, and fee our fellow creatures poll¬ 
ing to perdition without any, or vrith only feeble at- 
terrptb to fave tiiem, they will leave us alone, and 
perhaps fpeak well cf us ; hut let us throve our- 
felves in their way, let us attempt to flem the tor¬ 
rent, and we Ihall find religion will receive little 
better treatment at this day, than it did eighteen 
hundred years ago. Our meeting with fo little per* 
fecution for righteoufnefs fake, is one demonftra¬ 
tion, that our religion does not over much gall the 
Devil and his chiLiren. For he and they wnll cer¬ 
tainly fight for their kingdom. But it is worfe/lill 
that we iztvsxjludiouf.y to Jlmn the crofs of Chrift. 
How many of us are quitting fome fituations, and 
teiefling others, which promife much ufefulnefs, 

«merely becaufe we think our learning and talents 
thrown away on the poor, or our llipends fo fmaU 
that we cannot live upon them like Gentlemen, or 
becaufc our fpirits are too high to ftocp to cvrecur 
maintenance to pious friends ; or becaufe we cannot 
15%^e by faith on the liberality and faithfulnefs of 
Chrifr, and endure the profpecl of leaving our wi¬ 
dows and orphans to his fupport ? How few of us 
prefer a poor place to a rich one, and think it a fuf- 
ficient reafon for doing fo, that we can be more ufe- 
ful, and more pious, in an humble ftation. 

I flatter myfelf none of you. Brethren, will aik. 
What has all this 'to do with Millions i* But if 
you do, I anfwer. Evidently very much. W'^hilc 
we betray this feculay fpirit, are fo very polite, 

and 
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and fo much like fine Gentlemen, \^^at have we, 
or what ought we to have, to do with MilTions ? 
To what cm it be afcribcd, but to the prevalence 
of this fpirit, and of thefe manners, that we hard¬ 
ly ever think of them ? Are not Heathens men ? 
Have they not fouls to be faved ? Dare we avow 
other end in our miniftry than the falvatiori of men’s 
fouls? Are we not commanded to go and preach 
the gofpel to them ? Are there any difeouragements 
which {lop the children of the world in the purfait 
of money ; and if we loved fouls as well as they 
love money would difeouragements llop^us ? Are 
the minifters of the gofpel the only men born with 
the fouls of women ? Have we a right, to talk of 
dangers and fufferings, who believe the Son of 
God was incarnate for our fake, born in a liable, 
cradled in a manger, lived on alms, had no place, 
where to lay his head, and expired like a malefac¬ 
tor on a crofs ? Let moraliits decline danger and 
^{hrink at death ; but let not us, who call ourfelves, 
emphatically gofpel miniJlersyViho rejoice in Chrift 
crucified, who preach remifiiop of fin in his name, 
and fpeak of a life hidden with him in God, let us 
not follow their example ; or, if we do, let us 
candidly confefs, that our wavering faith has no^ 
firiikhold of Him, who is the refurreclioii and the 
life. And if Heathens are men, have fouls, and 
and the only end of our miiiiilry is the falvation of 
men’s fouls ; if we are commanded to preach the 
gofpel to them, if we love fouls as well as the chil¬ 
dren of this world love money, if we are not wo¬ 
men in the form of men, and if the fufferings of 
Jefus prohibit all pufillanimous elamors about fuf- 
ferings and danger, is not our God jealous, does 
he not require cheerful, uniform t^edience, and 
will He hold us guiltlefs, if we refufe to obey his 
pleafur(> ? ^ay we fliall not forfeit Heaven, though 
we all lurk at home like fluggards, ylrt is tliere no- 
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thing in our fouls, which afpires to heavenly praife 
and glory ? Vv^'ith this iittlenefs of foul fhall we 
not blufli to meet the Apoftles in their Mailer’s joy ? 
Shall we be content to be faved as by fire, when' 
we are called each of us to enter into glory like 
Elijah in folemn triumph ? O where is the Lord 
God of Elijah! Or where the fpirit of him, “ who 
** faid it becometh me to fulfill all righteoufnefs—. 

it is my meat and drink to do the will of Him 
** who fent me, and to finifli the work which He 
has given me to do ?” , 

How long. Brethren, fliall we rebel againft our 
Lord ? How long, like Jonah, fiiall we attempt to 
flee from his fpirit, and refufe to carry glad tidings 
of gi-eat joy unto all people ? Sould fome fneering 
infidel take up this publication. What w’ould he 
fay on reading it ? What can we expcd him to 
fay? I fancy I hear himexprefiing hinifelf in the 
following language, What does this mad fellow 
mean ? Why does lie not go to the Heathens 
himielf? Or if he did, can he imagine his en- 
“ thufiaftical publications will makc'Others as mad 
as himfelf? Let him write for ever, ourEifiiops, 
Archdeacons, and other church dignitaries, will 
not budge an inch. Rectors, Vicars, and Cu¬ 
rates, are well difpofed to follow their good ex^ 
** ample, and will never be prevailed on to turn 
fpiritual knight-errants. ’I'lie Difi'enters who 
charge the Eftablifhmcnt as the elder daughter of 
‘‘ Rome and fay her minifiers preach only for fat 
« livings, have no more zeal than tlie men they 
^ ^prove to encounter their mifiionary windmill, 
E\en the Methodifts, who confider the^mfclves as 
the grand Reformers of the day, and vapour 
about the hardships of their itinerancy, love to 
« keep in fiiiig quarters in Old England, or have 
“ no flomach to venture farther than our Weft In- 
- dia Iflands. where they live in comfort, and can 

’ • aiTumc 
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** affume the important name of milTionarics, with- 
^ out experiencing the hardHiIps of the undcria- 
king. The modeft, quiet Moravians, are the 
only people, who ftem to believe the Apoillea 
ana Prophets, ar^dwho, whetlier they do mueh 
LttiC, looktliS hardlxiips of a niiliion m the 
** face like men. This fellow had better thiak of 
his own preferment, and dream of millions on a 
** foft bed, than thus proclaim himfelf a foci by 
fuppofmg his letters can do good in the world.^’ 
Churchmen,^ DiiTenters, IMcthodills, what will 
you reply to this reproach ? Shall vve make a book 
to confute him ? It will be found, I fear on tlic 
trial, that it is eafier to make a hundred bocks, 
than to engage one man to prove the fincerity of 
his love to perilhing linners, by facrificing himfelf 
and his family to thqir welfare. Here we are dif¬ 
fering from each other in various points, and con¬ 
tending hard to Ihew tliat our own Seft, whatever 
it is, is lodged in'the penetralia of the Tem¬ 

ple of Truth, and is the foremoif in the race for 
heaven ; but when the queftion is pul. Which of 
you will forfake all, deny hiniLlf, taiie up his 
crofs, and, if Cod pleafes, die, for his religion? 
It prefentij appears that Churchmen, Diffeiiters, 
and Methodifls, are more clofely united in princi¬ 
ple and pradice than they are aware of, W^c all 
ftraightway, with one confent, begin to make apo¬ 
logies and to fay, 1 pray have, me excufed, while 
fouic openly call ccnlenipt on tlie undcrtalring, and 
throw out evangelical jokes upon the few^ who cca- 
fidcr miiiions in a ferious light. Shall Churchmen, 
DiiTenters, McthodiHs, deny tliefe fads, becaufe 
there are among each of them a few men whofe 
condud may be urged as an exception againft them ? 
Suiely this is dinngenuous, 

Many of us complain of an antichriftian union 
between Church and State, and that religion iq 

fettered 
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fettered, and made, like a child, to walk in lead¬ 
ing firings. We faj that religion flouriilicd moft 
when ili^ had to contend with the State, and had 
no other fupport than what Ihc deiived fiom her 
owni native ftrength. Let this be granted. It was 
fo once, but it is a little problematical, wdiether it 
would be fo nmv. “ Tempora iniitantur et nos 
mutamiir “ in illis.” Are we apqftolic Chrifiiafis? 
Can ”ji'e contend wdth hunger, thirft, cold, naked- 
neL, perils, and the fword ? Can we walk with¬ 
out thofe leading ftrings ? If we can, and if w^c 
feel them fo galling, fo degrading, why do ?<. e not 
do fo ? Are there not twm thirds of the wmrld, 
where we fhnll not be infiilted by legal protedlion, 
or be paid, like fecalar men, for our labor ? Have 
rve not full opiiortunitv of fliewing the politicians 
and great men of Europe, that Cbriil, his mirdf- 
ters, and people, are able to uphold tlieir religion 
in the wmrld, without their fupport, and that w^e 
can^multiplj now, as in the primitive times, like 
the polypus, when he is cut in pieces ? And jet 
the precife reafon v'hj we do not engage in Miffions 
is hecaufe wc cannot enjoy that fccular protedlion,. 
and thofey^cw^rn* comforts, which we have in Eno-, 
Jand. To follow the Sen of God where he has no 
place to lay his head, and no other recompence to of¬ 
fer us, than the cup he drank of and the baptifm 
with whicli he was baptiz-ed, is more 1 fear than we 
are able to do : and until we can do fo, il will re¬ 
main very queftionable, whether we can walk with¬ 
out our leadings firings. 

This appears to be the cafe fo evidently, that 
thofe who patronize Millions feel it neceffary to fe- 
xularize them, and to put them, as much as pofTi- 
blc, on the fame footing as a parochial Cure in Eu¬ 
rope. They are afraid of alarming us by fhewing 
tne dark fide of things, and hardly conceive that 
there cxifls among us men, whole fpirits dare afpire 
La to 
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to an apojlitic warfare. Hence it is, that neither 
they nor we have faith to think of fubduing king¬ 
doms ; nor are they to be fubducd hy a .few fair 
weather foldiers, accompanied by delicate women 
and children, educated in fafliionable accomplilh- 
ments, and accuflomed to all the delicacies of life ; 
who are abfolutely incapable of expofing themfelves 
to fun, or wind, or rain, or of exercifmg thofe 
charities which were once the ornament and praife 
of Ghrillian matrons. I fear, I fear greatly, that 
I write to the winds, and that neither Chriftiaii 
Miniiiers, nor their wives, havp* piety enough 
for this engagement j and that tlie MifTiona- 
ries W3 are able to fend out with the 
equipage they require for their camp, will do no 
more towards fubduing India to the faith of Chrill, 
tliau a few eilemiuate Aliatics, with their Harams 
aid dancing girls, would do in an attempt to bring 
Great Britain under the yoke of the JMogul. 

If there were abfolutely none to encourage the 
attempt, and nothing exilHng at this day iti the 
form of a midion, the condud of the miiuders of 
Chrid: would be more excufable; but it feems, as 
if the Provi ience of God had kept alive fome fenfe 
of duty, and fome examples of 2 :eal, both among 
laity and clergy, to be a telllmony againll us, and 
to hold us up to infamy to future generations. 
^yaati 3 done, indicates, that w’e know our duty; 
nnd what is left undone evinces, that we have no 
inclin itlon to do it. We mmifters have no reafon 
to coniplaiu of the laity. They are willing to 
give us all encouragement; nay, they iiivitepnAfo- 
licit us‘to engage ; and freely offer to do ail in their- 
power to make us comfortable; and yet vre reluie 
to dir. I am forry to fay, that this reproach falls 
mare immediately, on rayfelf and other 
t-ers, in the edablidiment. The Sierra Leone Chap- 
laiudaip went a begging pretty far before it fell into 
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the hands of my Colleague and myfelf; and now 
that wc have declined it, it lies negleded, as no 
man thinks it vvovth his while to pick it up. For 
fome years great enquiries were made to procure an 
AiTiilant rainifler for the Reverend Mr. Johnfon, at 
Fort Jackfon, and with infinite difficulty, that pofl 
is, at lafi, filled: hut all the enquiries made among 
gofpcl minifter?, for three years pafi:, and, whicli 
are ilill nuking, after an afiiflant for the Reverend 
Mr. Brown, at Calcutta, have hitherto been with¬ 
out effecl. Whether this does us honor, I leave the 
world to judge. I fliall however contrail thefe fact's 
with one fromivlr. Spangenherg, a Moravian Bi- 
ihop^ who informs us, that when, at Bethlehem in 
North America, letters were read in the Brethren’s 
congregation, Hating, that feveral of theit\miiTlon- 
arles had been carried off by ficknefs in the Ifland 
of St, Thomas, in the Well Indies, very day 
feven Brethrha oiFered to go and replace them.—- 
This is jull what things ought to be, and any 
Church which can produce fuch men may engage 
inMifilons. 

dliat our Brethren of the various denominations 
of Fnglifli Diflenters have any caufe to rejoice over 
us in this refj>e£l is more than I know. Except 
the Reverend Mr. Carey and a friend who accom¬ 
panies him, I am not informed of any of their mi- 
nillers who are engaged in Millions. Would to 
God they would undertake fome thing in this way 
for Chrill, which might provoke us to jealoiify I—- 
ITe Reverend Dr. Coke has of. late yeftrs done 
fometliing in this w^ay in our Well India I Hands; 
and might have done much more, had the Medio- 
difl Preachers, as a body, given him that unequi¬ 
vocal fupport, to w'hich his zeal in fuch a caufe 
lliould entitle him.—Hitherto thofe Miffions may¬ 
be confidered as his miffions, rather than thofs of 
thd Methodills. I am, however, happy to be iu- 
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formed that his Brethren, begin to enter more heart¬ 
ily into the fpirit of Miffions, and I flatter myfelf 
they will now embark in them, with all their foul, 
and all their ftrength. . But, whether they do itor 
not, it is infinitely to be defired that it fhould be 
done by fomc of us ; for liowever we may fuppofe 
oiirfelvcs entitled to reprove each other about modes 
of faith and forms of worlliip, upon this bufinefs, 

I know not w'ho may throw the firfl: flonc. And 
it I take the liberty of fpeaking fo freelr, I ap¬ 
peal to God, it is not becaufe I iuppofe myfelf en¬ 
titled to reprove others from any merit of my own ; 
but becaufe I ingenuoufly confefs my fin, and am ! 
willing to come in for a full fliare of oar common 
fliame» ^ 

Our conduff in refpefl of Millions, CAfinces be- | 
yond every thing the lov/ degraded ftate of the ; 
Chriftian miniftry, and the ideas which too gene- ■ 
rally prevail about it threaten to degrade it llill 
lower. An improper attachment to fecular inte- 
refts and honors, exerts too much of its baleful 
influence over thofe whofe principles teach them 
better things ; but what confequcnces may net be 
expeffed to flow from the love of money, arid the 
love of praife, when men of the firfl; charafter 
and influence in the church avow them, as alloviahU 
motives of minijierial conduB^ Neverthelefs, we 
have lived to hear them fo avowed, and to the 
flaame of human nature, but to the exemplifica¬ 
tion of the feripture declaration, that by wifdom 
man knew not God, to hear them avowed from the 
admirable pen of Archdeacon Paley. After ad* 
duchig other reafons to fhew that a diftinefion of 
orders in the miniftry, is moft conducive to 'the 
general ends of its iniftitution, he concludes as fol- : 
low^s — And laftly, that the fame fund pro- j 
duces more effefi:, both as an allurement to men | 
** of talents to enter into the Church, and as a fli- , 
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mulus to the indufiry of thofe who are already m 
it, when diftributed into prizes of different value, 

than when divided into equal fhares.”_Palej’s 

Moral Philofophy, vol. 2 , p. 323 . 

God of heaven and earth, what a flab is this to 
the vitals of thy religion ! I appeal to every god¬ 
ly man in England, Whether all the talents, all 
the learning, and all the virtues of a Paley, can 
ihield the man who avows thefe feiitiments from 
his contempt ? And yet this is the man who teach¬ 
es us morals —who inflrufls our young miniflers— 
whofe book. Is honored and applauded in our Uni- 
verfities ! But whp that adopts thefe fentiments 
wiU engage in miffions ? Alas, allurement, the 
Jiimiilus, the prices, Mr. Paley talks of, may in¬ 
duce men to cultivate their talents with as much 
care as he has done, and to write as well as he has 
written j and they may, perhaps, draw from 
our ecclefiaflical lottery, as rich a prize as he has 
drawn 5 but as foon may the carrion crow beget a 
dove, as they will induce him to condua himfelf 
in a miniflry as becometh the gofpel of Chrifl. 

Thus it is that we are not afnamed to drive in- 
Ment bargains with the Son of God, and tell him 
we will ftoop to aflume the contemptible charaacr 
ot his ambaffadors, if he will hold out to us rich 

into the Church, and to flimulate our induftry 
Truth, virtue, religion, God 
and heaveiUy glory, are no allurements, no ftiniu. 
lus, to our afpiring minds, until they receive the 

fooircan of attached to the 

metal wh' honor, or to that pernicious 

metal, which can transform the Apoftles of Sataii 

aftamer'y ^thL of us appear 

‘‘ Lorrl T fimonical pradices, and iHy, 

“ on1 witherfoever thpu goeil; 

y *ew me a little more indulgence than thou 

“ haft 
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hafl; iliewed to thyfelf. Excufe me from watqli, 

“ iiig and agonizing with thee in Gethfemane. I 
“ wiii taiie up my crofs ; I only deprecate the be- 
“ ing criiciiie .1 upon it. I am willing to fprfake 
much ; but compallionale mj weaknefs; and. do 
not command me to fell all. I will follow fh^e 
any where on land ; butO fpare me thfc hbrfbfs ; 
of a voyage by fea. I will preach for thee amoii^ft 
the poo re ft of my own natibny but do hot feud 
“ me to a ftrange country. I acknowle^e I am a 
“ miferable {inner, unworthy to be a dogr kfeepe'f 
in tiiy houfe, neverthelefs, my elocution is po- 
pillar, I am much, followed and applauded: 
Will it not be more for thy glory fot me to ft’ay 
at home, while any man of inferi.br talents may 
go and preach to the Heathens ? Tha\^e’ heard 
‘‘ that they offer human facrifices in Otaheite, eat 
men in New-Zealand, are abfolutely brutifli at 
Port Jackfoii,- and that the fcorching fun ati^ hea- 
vy rains in Africa are inevitably fatal. O let 
the life of thy fervant be precious in thy light ! 
Send me not to untameable barbarians, ,or tb a ' 
clime where I cannot be certain of my life for a 
** day. Belides the difficulties o£ theCc unHertak- 
“ ings are fiifuperable. It is probable I mufteul- 
tivatc the ground for my mainteuance, and, I 
“ have been brought up delicately' from a child. 
Thy Apoftles who were poor fifhcrmen,, and ne- 

** ver podefTed my e:tt'enfive leair‘'h'ng; eleMint'man^ 

‘‘ nets, and genteel notions, were'well’Tuite^, to 
this rouglAvork i yet even they prenchetf to 'a .y , 
civilized people, and being furaiftie(l‘ iyith’ 
miraculous powers, their laborb wefe the more 
‘‘ Droduftive V but what- fHhll I do wlyo haye r.pt ^ 
their advantages, and have my mihd^fo dutvited ^- 
« by falftrlearning, thatl cannot ftopp.^o fne fimpti-'^^ 
Certaiuly tb, engage in iruf- 


clt7 of thegofpel ? Certaiuly 


fions i3 to plough on a rock', or to 
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« wive. O let me be anj thing but a miiOionarT, 
for my foul fii-iks within me at the mention of it, 
“ nor can I derive any confiderations from eartn, 
heaven, or hell to make me willing^ to die for thy 
<< fake. 1 am not lingular in my opinion of millions, 
for we are all agreed clergy and laity, churchmen 
“ and ^difleptcrs, , Indian diredors and parliament 
men, with few exceptions, that they are imprafti- 
“ cable and that if they w^ere not, yet “ milTi- 
« on'aries would be a difgrace to any nation j 
“ that we have no right to interfere in the chang- 
“ ing the religion of a foreign country.” ^ They 
“ would certainly dellroy the Slave Trade.in Afri- 
‘‘ ca ; and fome well informed, refpedlable Direc- 
“ tors of the India Company, are of opinion that 
they would fubvert the Britilh Empire in In.. 
‘‘ dollan,” which, they tlxink, of far greater con. 
“ fequence than the ehablilliment of thy defpifecl 
kingdom. A few wretched Pariars might in. 
" deed he converted, or rather made hypocrites by 
** ChriRian charity ; but there is nothing in Thee, 
or thy gofpel, to iniluence Chiefs of the noble 
Calls (whofe fouls are certainly more valuable 
than thofe of the vile Pariars as is athoufand to 
“ one) to forfake the religion of their ancellors. 
Good Lord, what is to be done where every 
thing thus makes againll us ? O delill from thy 
purpofe ! Thou art the Savior of all men, and 
God is a merciful Father to them all; if it pleafe 
thee, thou can’ll fave the Heathens without the 
“ gpfpel; and, if not, t/^j/ will be done. Never. 

thelefs Lord, if thou wilt force us to cultivate 
” this UEipron^fing field, do not think of fending 
‘‘ mifiionaries out immediately, but let lay fchool. 
“ mailers go to receive the firll fire, and teach the 
'' the little children reading and writing j and then 
v/ill we go, and enter into their labors : for the 
“ experience of ages has taught us,. that where the 

• “ preaching 
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preaching of the gofpel makes one Chriftlari^ 
“ education makes ten. Hence inftead of preach- 
** ing firft to the parents, and then cftablifliing 
fchools, for the education of the children, as the 
** Apoftles did (who knew that the fword of the 
‘‘ fpirit w'as of heavenly temper—an inftrument 
** into which tlie God of Glory had wrought all 
his atti ibutes, w’e, having loft the art of ufing it, 
" and that vigorous arm which gives it the demon- 
ftration of the fpirit and of powder) we^o to 
work another way, by educating children firft ; 
and many are of opinion, that the heft way of 
•* enlightening the Heathens is by putting the moon 
** in the* fun’s fphere, and having children td in- 
ftnifl their parents, rather than parents to teach 

** their cliildren If Lord thou wilt ferioufly w'eigU 

all thefe things, w’e flatter ourfelves thou wilt be 
** of cur way of thinking.” 

'Wild, ludicrous, and even blafphemous, as this 
foliloquy may be, I am perfiiadcd, it^docs notcon- 
lai.i a fentimeiit, which' is not the genuine efTufion 
of the human heart. I have traced fome of theni 
in myowm heart, and I have detefted others, in the 
lah^nagc wliich Tris oeen frequently, held to nre o:i 
miftions. I have only thrown them together, given 
them a tongue and utterance, and expofed them 
without difguife as they vralk before God, who 
fcarches the heart. If minifters and Chriftiansv^vill 
not rtcoenize. what exifts in their hearts, and litres 
in their lives, I have at leaft done my duty in fet- 
tingit before them. If they fee thcmfelves'in the 
glafs I hold up, I truft, with God’s blefting, it 
i-nay produce falutary efteds, call them into adion, 
.and enable them to ftop the mouth of malevolent 
reproach; that it may no longer be faid the minif- 
ters of Chrift are, as they have been, for centuries, 
V/itli comparatively few exceptions, the moft dege-^ 

Ticratc. 
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furuL*, the moll inconjljlenty and mod di^ardly 

race of men who ever exilled on earth. ' 

Ought not We to have companion on our breth¬ 
ren, even as God hath compallion on us ? Have 
we looked into the heart of Jefus Chrill, and is it 
thus we read it? Do we dwell in God, and God 
fh lis, and can we continue thus cold and obdurate, 
amidll the everlalling turnings of his love'?' diet 
113 prove our faith by our works, and Ihsw men 
whomillake our dodlrine, that in preaching jufti- 
fication by faith, we do not fet alide, but eftablilh 
the moral law ! By the fongs of angels, who 
proclaimed peace and love at our Redeemer’s birth ; 
by th^ folemn injUii^ion of Hirn who faid, Ye 
are my friends, if ye keep Uiy comniandments 
by the glorious Pentecofl, w;hen every language 
praifed God ; by the multitudes who have walked 
their robes in the blood of the Lamb; by. the atfls 
of the Apoftles and the furferings of the martyrs ; 
by the expiring pangs of Jefus^ and by thofe lins of 
of ours which bruifed him, and put him to grief; 
by their remidion, if we have indeed tailed that 
tae Lord is gracious ; by the fearful end of that 
Lrvant who burled his Lord’s talent; by the cur- 
fes and execrations which rell upoa-thc Chrillian 
namet by the rivers’of Heathen blood which Chrif- 
tians nave Ihed, and which call iot*-expiation at our 
hands; if there be any confolation in Chrift, if 
any comfort of love, if any fellowlhip of the fpi- > 
rit, if any bowels and mercies,” I befeech you ho¬ 
nored and beloved Brethren, have mercy on the 
Il^athe is, and fo fulfil the joy of your Lord. 

And Brethren. I throw myfelf at your 

feet; and a-k: pardon for every rafn and v/ounding 
^'cpreffion which may have fallen from my pen. 
Confeions inferiority bows me down, and nothing 
but a fc ife of duty and the love of truth could 
have ercv^ea my mind to write with the freedom I 

liave 
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have done, to admoiiiih thus loudlj ttie mmif- 
ters of Chri^, the lead of whom I coiiHder aspiy 
fuperior. ' it I have offended, I befeech jpu tp 
forgive even' as God for Ch rift’s fake' forgive^ 
you. If I have, in any r-efpea, . • overfteped the 
fobernefs bf truth,' or,violated the meeknefs of wif- 
dom, I'tfuft r.fhairftnd mefGy of the Lord, a^.ftav- 
ignorantlyj from a fincere d^ftre .to pro^ 
tnote ins glofjf, the pitVefts-pf hfs jeligion,rthe hap* 
piaefs of his people, the falvation of the Heathens, 
and tlie hoiior and dignity of his miniftering ferr 
Slants.' I once more fubmit to your candid atten¬ 
tion, as well as to your judicious - cprre<5tiQn-, thq 
contents of thcfe ^ages. I promife feriojufly to re¬ 
view my own obligations to aft in the way I recom-^ 
mend; to you ; andT^fatter myfclf, that fome one 
will take up the fubjeft where I have laid it down, 
and do it that juftice, which it cannot receive from 
my hands, 

. I have the honor to fubferibe myfelf, with cor¬ 
dial efteem, 

Fathers and Brethren, 

Your fellow feiwant-in the patience and tribu¬ 
lation-of Jftus, 

■ ^ , . M.H, 


F I NH S. 


: . :./i 






■ CORNELIUS P. WYCKOFF, 

At his Book-Store, corner of State and Wajhing-^ 

' ton'-^treets-Schejieci'adyf- 

Has for f4le, tlie following ' 

^BOOKS and STATIONARY, 

/^UARi’O, Odavo, Sclicpl, and Pocket Bibles,. 

.Hiftorj- of the Bible,. Teilaments, David^s,' 
Wait^Sv and Dutch Pfalms, Pilgrim’^ Progrefs, 
Holj "War, Life of Gardiner, Synod’s .Cat^cldXh?, 
CQmnion Prayer-book,., Ruilel’s Serinons, Whit¬ 
field’s dp. B.ednet’s Difeourfes .oil the Cre'dibiUty: 
of the Scriptures^ Hailory of Redemption, Jenjn’s 
Worl^, The, power, of Religion on the Mind, 
Weftnimflcr S(hor^r Catechif^m, Signs of the 
limes, Death of Abel and'Cain, Edwards on- 
Concert, Do. Freedom of the Will, Brown’s Ora¬ 
cles, Mrs.. Fvowe’s Devout Exerciies, Strong’s In- 
quiry, .'Melmoth’s, Eflays, Force of Truth, Pulpit 
Apology for the-Bible, do. for 
Cariilianity, f uller’s Letters, in which the Cal- 
vmiftic and Sociniah Syftems are compared, Spal¬ 
ding’s Ledures, WrUifon’s Affiiaed Man’s Com¬ 
panion, Watts’ Mifcellanies, Newtoii’s Life, Trim¬ 
mer’s Knovvlege of Nature, Travels of True God- 
Imefs a-id Ungodlinefs, Pfalter, Brooke’s Gazet¬ 
teer, Nicholfoa’s Philpfophj, lielfliam’s Ledures, 
uucan’a Logic, Blair’s Rhetoric, French Converti 
Religious Courtfhip, Franklin’s Life, Life of Jo- 
ep f Barop Irenck, Morfe’s and Dwight’s Gee- 
giaphics,^ Pindar’a Wqrks^ Art of Speaking, Ro- 
Antiquities, .QarilTa Harlow, Pamela, Even¬ 
ing Amufements, Complete Toilet, or Ladies’ 
Companion, Ready Reckoner, Simron’s Euclid, 
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Young Mali’s Companion, Saunderfon’s Alj^cVa 
Hutchinfon’s Xenophon, Janfon’s Dutch and\ngl 
iifti Didionary, Entick’s Latin and Englilh do. 
Young’s do. Entick’s En^iih do. Cajfar’s Com¬ 
mentaries, Seledae Profanis, Mair’s Introdudioii 
to the Latin, Davidfon’s Virgil, 2 vols. Cicero’s 
Delphini, Smart’s Horace, 2 vols. Schervilli’s Lex¬ 
icon, Seledae Veteri, Clark’s Corderii, Greek and 
Latin Teftaments, Lucian, ^ Rigg’s Grammar, 
Greek do. Chambaad’s French do. Perrin’s Fables 
Scott’s Receuil, Bojer’s French Didionarj, Bing¬ 
ham’s Accidence, Fiflier’s and Pike’s Arithmetics! 
Clerk’s Magazine, Turner’s Book-Keeping, Gold- 
fmith’s Rome, Grecian States, Letters on Court- 
fliip and Mariage, American Preceptor, Salmon’s 
Grammar, Ladies^ and Gentlemen’s Monitor, Fa- . 
milj Inftrudor, Zimmermai/n on Solitude, Child^s 
Friend, Hiftory of North America, Steuben’s Ex- 
ercife. Popes Eflajs and Poems, Progfefs of Dul- 
ncfs, 'Brothers’ Prophecies, Economy of Human 
Life, Sorrows of Werter, Spelling-Books, Web- 
ller’s fecond and third Parts, alfo a very large col- 
Jedion of Children’s Books and Pamphlets. 

Blank Books, AYriting Paper, Morocco and Lea¬ 
ther Pocket-Books, Pew'ter and Leafher Inkftands, 
Quills, Sealing-Wax, Wafers, Ink-Powder, 

PRINTING, 

In all its variety, performed in a neat and corred 
manner, and on the fliorteft notice, at the above 
place. 

The Book-Binding Bufinefs carried on at faid 
ftore. Account Books ruled to any pattern, and 
bound in the bed manner—-Old Books rebound on 
the fhortell notice. 






























